
Pathway 3: Use of newborn blood spot bar-coded label

At first postnatal visit 
check correct bar-
coded labels are 

present in PCHR in 
sufficient numbers

Bar-coded labels to 
be transferred with 
baby in PCHR as 
soon as NN4B is 

generated

Day 0-4
Discuss newborn blood spot screening

Ensure parent has appropriate national leaflet.
Gain consent

Day 5
Confirm babies details

Apply separate bar-coded label to each sheet of the blood spot card 
Take blood spot sample as per blood spot screening guidelines

Record decision in notes and PCHR 

Remember to count 
DOB as Day 0

Follow blood spot 
screening guideline in 

relation to pre-transfusion 
sample.

Use bar coded label

If DECLINE: apply bar-coded 
label to card and send 

completed card to screening lab, 
marked DECLINE

Community
In hospital

e.g.  SCBU,
NICU, PICU

If no labels available, 
follow local 

procedure for 
obtaining labels.  
Abide by local 

contingency plan

Screening lab to confirm receipt 
of card (as per sampling 

guidelines/status codes) to 
CHRD

Lab will process and analyse 
sample and send results to: 

CHRD as per sampling 
guidelines

Not suspected 
results sent 

electronically or by 
post to CHRD & GP

Suspected results 
to designated specialist 

paediatrician 
(as per local policy)

Designated paediatrician to give 
results to parents, record in PCHR 

and case notes all actions

Letter sent to inform parents of 
results – to be filed in PCHR.  
HV to record results in PCHR 

by 8 weeks

Repeat tests as per blood spot 
sampling guidelines 2008

ALL repeat samples to include 
bar-coded NHS label 

Blood spot screening card sent to 
screening laboratory within 24hrs of 
taking sample, ideally on the same 

day as collection.
Document in notes and PCHR 
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