
New rural-urban analysis from the 2011 Census via NOMIS

The NOMIS website is:

www.nomisweb.co.uk

The new Rural – Urban Classification based on Census 2011 areas was published on 30 August
2013, as a joint project between the Office for National Statistics, the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the Department for Communities and Local Government, and
the Welsh Assembly Government.

As a major development for urban-rural analysis, the classification has been integrated into
NOMIS, a free ONS data service, to allow rural / urban analysis of 2011 Census data for England,
Regions, and Local Authority areas.

This is a brief guide, prepared by Defra Rural Statistics, on how to produce rural / urban analysis.

The rural / urban 
analysis is accessed 

via “Advanced 
query”, which takes 
you to a page from 
which to select the 

dataset.  
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Select  2011 Census 
– Key Statistics

Or   2011 Census –
Quick Statistics

Clicking on Key 
Statistics for 

example  will then 
list a wide range of 

Census variables

The rural / urban analysis 
is currently only available 

for 2011 Census Key 
Statistics and 2011 Census 

Quick Statistics.



Note that rural / urban analysis is only available for country, regions or local authorities

On selecting for 
example  “Usual 

resident population” 
you are then asked for 
the Geography.  Click 

here for the list of 
geographies

Select the geography 
type your require



If you were interested in for 
example a combination of local 

authorities (e.g. a Local Enterprise 
Partnership), you can select them 

from the drop down list

You can also select 
areas via the map 
option if you wish



Click on download 
data and a 
spreadsheet will be 
created.

Then you need to select which rural 
and urban categories you want 

figures for, by clicking on Rural –
Urban in the left hand margin.  You 

can select all or just a subset.



Example of output for local authorities within the Leicester and Leicestershire Local Enterprise 
Partnership showing usual resident population

Depending on the variable to be 
analysed  the option to review  
and specify the categories  of 
interest may appear in the left 

hand margin.  For example on the 
left “Age” or below “Car 

availability”



Example of output for age structure, just for rural classes for one local authority area, Allerdale  

You can change the analysis to 
show values, percentages or 

both, via the percent option in 
the left hand margin.

Example of output for “No cars or vans in household” 
for rural areas in one local authority area, Allerdale


