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►This RA has been substantially re-written; for clarity, no change marks are presented – please 
read RA in entirety◄ 

RA 1390 - Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum

Rationale Growing demand to increase airspace capacity has resulted in the Reduced Vertical 
Separation Minimum (RVSM) Programme which has, in turn, introduced an additional 
6 flight levels between FL 290 and FL 410 through the reduction of vertical separation 
between those flight levels from 2000 ft to 1000 ft. Without providing RVSM, airspace 
worldwide would become saturated with flights leading to increased Airprox incidents 
and potential mid-air collisions. In order to fully exploit airspace worldwide there is a 
requirement to comply with the appropriate civil RVSM standards.

Contents 1390(1): Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum

Regulation 

1390(1)

Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum 

1390(1) Aviation Duty Holders (ADH) and Accountable Managers 
(Military Flying) (AM(MF)) shall ensure that for RVSM 
operations their UK military registered Air Systems are 
appropriately approved.

Acceptable 
Means of 
Compliance 

1390(1)

Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum 

1. UK military registered Air Systems that regularly use the civil Air Traffic 
Service structure as General Air Traffic (GAT) should comply with civil RVSM 
regulatory requirements of the nation who controls the airspace that the Air System is 
operating in. 

RVSM Approval Process 

2. Senior Responsible Officers (SRO), Operating Duty Holders (ODH) and 
AM(MF)s should: 

a. Ensure that RVSM vertical navigation performance capability is compliant 
with the criteria of the RVSM Minimum Aircraft System Performance 
Specifications (MASPS); 

b. Include RVSM specifications and systems (across all Defence Lines of 
Development (DLoD)) in their Air System Safety Cases (ASSC)1. 

3. ODHs and AM(MF)s should: 

a. Ensure Air Systems within their Area of Responsibility achieve RVSM 
compliance through provision of appropriate orders, instructions and MEL 
(where used); 

b. Ensure aircrew are qualified and competent both in the operation of 
RVSM equipment and relevant procedures needed for operation in RVSM 
airspace; 

c. Assert compliance to the Defence Airspace and Air Traffic Management 
(DAATM) organization using Appendix D to EUROCONTROL Guidance 
Material for the Certification of State Aircraft in European RVSM Airspace2; 

d. Ensure that flight plans are appropriately annotated for those Air Systems 
with a valid RVSM approval. 

4. The DAATM organization should: 

a. Act as the point of contact with the European Regional Monitoring 

1 Refer to RA 1205 – Air System Safety Cases. 
2 https://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/content/documents/official-documents/guidance/2014-rvsm-military-guidance-v2-0-
may-2014.pdf.

https://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/content/documents/official-documents/guidance/2014-rvsm-military-guidance-v2-0-may-2014.pdf
https://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/content/documents/official-documents/guidance/2014-rvsm-military-guidance-v2-0-may-2014.pdf
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Acceptable 
Means of 
Compliance 

1390(1)

Agency (RMA) for RVSM matters regarding UK military registered Air Systems; 

b. Provide updates regarding UK military RVSM approvals, de-registrations, 
and withdrawals to the European RMA.

Guidance 
Material 

1390(1)

Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum 

5. RVSM creates requirements for Airworthiness Certification3 and Operational4 
Approval to use RVSM systems in RVSM designated airspace. This regulation is 
designed to outline the route to RVSM approval for UK military registered Air Systems. 
This regulation does not aim to detail the RVSM MASPS. 

6. When the appropriate Release To Service / Military Permit To Fly and ASSC1 
are in place, ODHs / AM(MF)s may assert compliance to DAATM. Release To Service 
clearance for RVSM operations does not constitute operational approval to conduct 
RVSM operations. Operational approval can only be granted by the ODH. 

7. When the relevant RVSM approval process has been completed then the 
respective UK military registered Air System can be considered as having achieved 
RVSM Operational Approval5 in the civilian domain allowing them to operate in RVSM 
airspace worldwide. 

8. The DAATM organization6 is the focal point regarding RVSM policy. The 
DAATM organization will also provide guidance on forthcoming changes to legislation 
to the Capability areas and MAA through the International Aviation Regulation and 
Compliance (IARC) Community of Interest. 

9. Guidance on RVSM policy, approval and processes may be found in the 
following documents: 

a. ICAO ‘Doc 9574 AN/934 Manual on Implementation of a 300 m (1000 
ft) Vertical Separation Minimum Between FL 290 and FL 410 Inclusive’7; 

b. Eurocontrol document ‘Guidance Material for the Certification and 
Operation of State Aircraft in European RVSM Airspace’2. 

c. UK Aeronautical Information Publication – CAA Civil Aviation Publication 
032 (CAP 032)8. 

10. The European RMA is obliged to maintain a database of RVSM approvals and 
will periodically compare samples of flight plan data where RVSM approval has been 
stated with the database of approvals. 

11. UK military registered Air Systems without RVSM approval may not operate as 
GAT within RVSM airspace with 1000 ft vertical separation. However, such Air 
Systems may file a flight plan to fly inside RVSM airspace with 2000 ft vertical 
separation with exemption status; however, the routing offered may not be optimal.

3 Refer to RA 5810 – Military Type Certificate (MRP Part 21 Subpart B)); Refer to RA 1305 – Military Permit To Fly (In-Service), 
(Special Case Flying) and (Single Task); Refer to RA 5880 – Military Permit To Fly (Development) (MRP Part 21 Subpart P); and 
RA 1160 – The Defence Air Environment Operating Framework. 
4 ‘Operational’ is used in the context of this RA because the term ‘RVSM Operational Approval’ is used specifically by the International 
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). 
5 Note: the term “RVSM-APPROVED” will be used to indicate that an Air System has been granted RVSM approval. 
6 Contact via DAATM-All@mod.gov.uk. 
7 https://www.skybrary.aero/bookshelf/books/1311.pdf. 
8 http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=11&catid=1&id=223&mode=detail&pagetype=65, Dated 23 Apr 2020.
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