
First Time Entrants to the Criminal Justice 
System in Northern Ireland, 2019/20

70.8% of first time entrants 
were male 

For further information, please see research and statistical bulletin 'First Time Entrants to the Justice System in Northern 
Ireland 2019/20' available at www.justice-ni.gov.uk. 

29,093 cases were dealt with by conviction or diversion in the 
justice system, with 7,805 of these being first offences (26.8%)

First offences in the drugs, possession of 
weapons and public order  categories were 

mostly dealt with by diversion  

First offences in the motoring, burglary and 
sexual categories were 

mostly dealt with by conviction  

29.2% were 
female 

*Figures for Males also include organisations, transgender and gender not specified.
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18 - 24 year olds make up just over a quarter  
(26.6%) of first time entrants
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