




From: Andrew Likierman 

The Independent Directors have been asked to comment on the News Corp application to
release them from the 1981 Undertakings, as amended in 2019.

1.      We believe that in the current circumstances of the newspaper industry, the
Undertakings are no longer relevant.  In particular, we would point to the role and application
of technology in disrupting the world of newspapers as it existed when the Undertakings
were originally given 40 years ago.

2.      We are nevertheless mindful of the crucial national role of editorial independence for
The Times and The Sunday Times.  We concur in the view that this is best provided by
embedding the necessary assurances in the Editors’ contracts.

3.      We feel that it is more appropriate for others to comment on whether additional
safeguards, such as an independent committee, are required. We would note, however, that
were such a committee created, the practicalities of how it might operate would need to be
carefully considered.  These practicalities include the procedure for recruitment and the role
of such a committee in the cases of continuing disagreement between an Editor and the
company.
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