


3. Sanitation

When someone dies the natural processes of decay can be slowed down by embalming allowing families

the time they need to spend with their deceased loved one. Also, the causative organisms that may

have resulted in their death, continue to be harmful and embalming can go some way to reducing this

and ensuring a safer environment for family members and friends who wish to visit the deceased.

This has certainly been highlighted during the pandemic. Our members have been able to embalm Covid

19 deceased and this has given great comfort to many families who have been afforded the ability to see

their loved ones in the Chapel of Rest.

Many deceased who die in the UK are repatriated by air to their homeland for final disposition and as

well as a Free From Infection certificate, there is a requirement for them to have an Embalming

Certificate signed by one of our members.

It is imperative that embalming, a service that has been integral to a funeral in the UK for many years,

be included in your standard list. To fail to do this would reduce a basic but important and beneficial

service offered to the bereaved.

We do however agree that it should never be a hidden service as has been with some funeral directors

who choose to include it in their professional services element. It should always be shown separately

and with specific permission given by the family.

We urge you to allow families to make the choice they deserve and not to exclude them from this

option. We were somewhat surprised that an order of service sheet be included in a standard funeral

but not embalming, when in fact there are just as many families select embalming as there are select

service sheets.

Our embalmers are fully trained and qualified, having studied all aspects of anatomy, chemistry, disease

aetiology and practical embalming over a 3 year course. Not all Funeral Directors are qualified

embalmers, by any means.Those who are not will employ the services of a qualified embalmer to serve

the needs of their families.

We do hope you will take note of our concerns and will be happy to answer any questions you may

have.

Yours faithfully

Karen Caney FBIE.

National General Secretary ofThe British Institute of Embalmers.


