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Overview

The number of individuals prosecuted or given an out of court disposal was 1.13 million in
2020, 26% lower than in 2019 when excluding cautions.
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Out of court disposals

The overall use of out of court disposals (excluding cautions) increased by 18% compared to
the previous year, driven by an increase in the use of community resolutions.
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Prosecutions and convictions

960,000 defendants were prosecuted at magistrates’ courts in 2020, 30% fewer than 2019. Most

of this reduction was a result of reduced court activity during the second quarter of 2020. Court
proceedings began to recover over the rest of the year, with the most serious indictable
offences recovering faster than summary offences.
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Remands

The proportion of defendants remanded in custody was at a 5-year high. At magistrates’ court
and Crown Court, this was influenced by the prioritisation of offences likely to result in custody in
response to COVID-19.
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Sentencing

The number of offenders sentenced at all courts was impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and
fell by 31% in the latest year to 816,000.
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Custody rate

Custodial sentences fell by 19% to 61,900 in
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Motoring

Prosecutions and convictions for motoring offences decreased by 27% each over the last year,

with sentencing following the same trend.
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