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Underlying company insolvencies decreased
compared with 2019 …

Total company 
insolvencies

Compulsory 
liquidations

Other company 
insolvencies

2020 % change 
from 2019

1,351

1,788

-27%
Creditors’ voluntary 

liquidations (CVLs)

-55%

-18%

Creditors’ voluntary liquidations

Compulsory liquidations

Other company insolvencies

Total company insolvencies

12,557

9,418 -22%

…to the lowest annual 
level since 2007

The majority of 
company insolvencies 
remain CVLs

This is the lowest 
underlying CVL level 
since 2000

And the lowest level 
of compulsory 
liquidations since 
1973

Other insolvencies 
remain relatively flat

Company insolvencies have been low since the first UK 
lockdown on 23rd March 2020 in response to the 
coronavirus (COVID 19) pandemic. Lower numbers of 
insolvencies were likely to have been driven, at least 
in part, by Government fiscal and other measures put 
in place to support businesses and individuals. For 
further information on figures in this infographic, see: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/insolvency
-statistics-october-to-december-2020
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