
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

     
  

 
   

  
  

   
     

 
 

    
  

       
  

     
  

 
    

     
      

       
 
   

  
     

 
 

                                            
  
  

  
    
 

 
 

 
 
  
  

  
  

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

[Redacted] 
Head of Safety and Operations 
Porterbrook 
Ivatt House 
7 The Point 
Pinnacle Way 
Pride Park 
Derby 
DE24 8ZS 

Jeremy Hotchkiss 
Deputy Director 
Rail Technical Industry Competitiveness 
Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road 
London 
SW1P 4DR 

Web Site: www.dft.gov.uk 

Our Ref: RFSPEC 16/23/2 

15 September 2020 

Dear [Redacted] 

The Railways (Interoperability) Regulations 2011 – Class 323 - 2020 accessibility
deadline 

Regulation 45 of the Railways (Interoperability) Regulations 20111 (RIR 2011) makes it 
unlawful for a passenger rail vehicle to be used in service on the trans-European rail 
system in the UK after 31 December 2019 unless it complies with the current or future 
versions of the Technical Specification for Interoperability - Persons with Reduced 
Mobility (PRM TSI) (and/or defined domestic accessibility standards2) except to the extent 
that: 

a. a derogation from part of the PRM TSI has been granted under Regulation 14 
of RIR 2011; 

b. a determination that part of the PRM TSI does not apply has been made under 
Regulation 13(8) of RIR 2011; or 

c. a dispensation that part of the PRM TSI does not apply has been granted under 
Regulation 46 of RIR 2011. 

This is a dispensation (effective from the date of this letter) made under Regulation 
46(4) of the RIR 2011, granting that the vehicles listed in Annex A, which form the
trains known as Class 323 need not comply after 31 December 2019 with those
parts of the PRM TSI 2008 listed in Annex B. This follows consultation with DPTAC3 

For the avoidance of doubt, a separate derogation or determination made under point a) 
or b) above would be required for any vehicle listed in Annex A that undergoes an 
upgrade or renewal that requires an authorisation under RIR 2011 after this dispensation 
is granted. 

1 SI 3066/2011 
2 The Rail Vehicle Accessibility (Northern Ireland) Regulations 2001 or Part 1 of Schedule 1 to the Rail 
Vehicle Accessibility (Non-Interoperable Rail System) Regulations 2010 
3 The Disabled Persons' Transport Advisory Committee 

www.dft.gov.uk


   
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
    

 
 

  
 
 

   
 

  

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    

   
    
    
    
    

I have copied this dispensation to the ORR for their information. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jeremy Hotchkiss
signed by the authority of the Secretary of State 

Annex A 

Units Vehicles 
Northern Trains 

Limited 
323223 64023 72223 65023 
323224 64024 72224 65024 
323225 64025 72225 65025 
323226 64026 72226 65026 
323227 64027 72227 65027 
323228 64028 72228 65028 
323229 64029 72229 65029 
323230 64030 72230 65030 
323231 64031 72231 65031 
323232 64032 72232 65032 
323233 64031 72231 65031 
323234 64034 72234 65034 
323235 64035 72235 65035 
323236 64036 72236 65036 
323237 64037 72237 65037 
323238 64038 72238 65038 
323239 64039 72239 65039 

West Midlands 
Trains 
323201 64001 72201 65001 
323202 64002 72202 65002 
323203 64003 72203 65003 
323204 65004 72204 64004 



 
 

 
 

 
      
   
   

    
   
   
   

  
  

  
   

   
 
 

 

 

 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

323205 64005 72205 65005 
323206 64006 72206 65006 
323207 64007 72207 65007 
323208 64008 72208 65008 
323209 64009 72209 65009 
323210 64010 72210 65010 
323211 64011 72211 65011 
323212 64012 72212 65012 
323214 64014 72214 65014 
323216 65016 72216 64016 
323217 64017 72217 65017 
323218 65018 72218 64018 
323219 64019 72219 65019 
323220 65020 72220 64020 
323221 64021 72221 65021 
323222 64022 72222 65022 
323240 64040 72340 65040 
323241 64041 72341 65041 
323242 64042 72342 65042 
323243 64043 72343 65043 

Annex B 

4.2.2.4.2.1 para 9 Audible warnings timings on door controls 
4.2.2.4.2.1 last para Height of door button controls 
4.2.2.4.2.2 1st para Door button force required 
4.2.2.2.2.1 para 6 & 7 Priority seat dimensions 
4.2.2.7 para 1 Throughway to priority seat 
4.2.2.2.1 para 2 Height of seatback handholds 
4.2.2.8.3 para 1 Bodyside visual passenger information 
4.2.2.3 para 5 Location of left-hand wheelchair tipping 

screen fixings 
4.2.2.5 Vehicle threshold illumination 
4.2.2.8.3 para 16 Audio sound quality compliance to RASTI 
4.2.2.10 para 1 Clearance to handrails 
4.2.2.12.1 (as amended
by GB specific case in
7.4.1.3.2) 

Platform step/gap 


