
 
                    

   

    
   

 
   

 
   

 
 

 

   
    

    

   
 
    

  
   

  
  

    

 

 

 
  
             

 
            

     
 

            
      

 
            

     
 

            
      

 
          

          
     

 
       

  
           

 
             
              

          
           
        

 
        

            
           

        
        

 
 

Defence Equipment and Support 
Secretariat 
#2043 Maple 0a 
Ministry of Defence 
Abbey Wood 
Bristol BS34 8JH 

Email: DES SEC-PolSec LE-JSC-WPNS@mod.uk 

Our Reference: 
FOI2020/11607 
Date: 
11 December 2020 

Dear 

I am writing about your email of 18 October 2020, requesting the following information: 

A) Can you provide me with a Hard Copy Pamphlet/or PDF File of the Fitting and 
Assembly Instructions for the Osprey MK4A Patrol Collar? 

B) Can you provide me with a Hard Copy Pamphlet/or PDF File of the Fitting and 
Assembly Instructions for the Osprey MK4A Body Armour in Civilian Blue? 

C) Can you provide me with a Hard Copy Pamphlet/or PDF File of the Fitting and 
Assembly Instructions for the Tier 3 Pelvic Protection (Trousers)? 

D) Can you provide me with a Hard Copy Pamphlet/or PDF File of the Fitting and 
Assembly Instructions for the Osprey MK4/4A Non-Ballistic Training Plates? 

E) Can you confirm if all accessories for the Osprey MK4/4A came with Fitting and 
Assembly Instructions, such as the various Pouches in MTP - Ops Panel, 
Commanders Admin Pouch etc? 

F) If so, could a copy be provided, in above format 

Your request has been handled in accordance with the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 2000. 

On 13 November 2020 I wrote to advise you that a search of Ministry of Defence (MOD) records had 
found that information falling within the scope of your request is held. However, as some of it falls 
within the scope of qualified exemptions Section 26 (Defence) and Section 38 (Health and Safety) of 
the FOI Act, it was necessary to undertake a Public Interest Test to determine whether the balance 
for withholding the information outweighs that for disclosure. 

Section 26(1)(a) and (b) (Defence) covers information which if disclosed would or would likely to 
prejudice: the defence of the British Islands or any colony; plans for future military capabilities; or the 
capability, effectiveness or security of the Armed Forces. Section 38(1)(a) and (b) (Health and 
Safety) covers information which if disclosed would or would likely: endanger the physical or mental 
health of any individual; or endanger the safety of any individual. 
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The Public Interest concluded that some information can be released, but in redacted form, whilst 
other information is already in the public domain and can be accessed by other means. For ease, I 
am responding by answering each of the questions you raised in turn. 

a) Can you provide me with a Hard Copy Pamphlet/or PDF File of the Fitting and Assembly 
Instructions for the Osprey MK4A Patrol Collar? Specific fitting instructions for patrol collars do 
not exist. However, instructions on fitting collars in general have previously been published in 
response to an earlier FOI request; for a copy of the Osprey MK4A Body Armour Instruction Manual. 
Section 21(1) of the FOI Act provides that information is exempt if it is reasonably available by other 
means. The earlier FOI request can be accessed at the Government publications website, at the 
following. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/foi-responses-released-by-mod-week-
commencing-15-june-2020 

b) Can you provide me with a Hard Copy Pamphlet/or PDF File of the Fitting and Assembly 
Instructions for the Osprey MK4A Body Armour in Civilian Blue? A copy of this document is 
attached. However, the Public Interest concluded that it was necessary to withhold some 
information about some parts of the body armour and its placement within the garment. 

Arguments in favour of release considered: the public interest in enhancing the accountability of 
government; and that releasing would demonstrate the Government's commitment to openness and 
transparency. The FOI Act also contains a presumption for release. However, Osprey Body Armour 
remains in-service with the UK Armed forces; and providing details of some of its components and 
their placement within the garments would allow adversaries to estimate the protection offered to 
Armed Forces personnel and identify any weaknesses that could be exploited. This would likely 
also adversely impact the health and welfare of the troops. 

On balance, it was determined that the information should be withheld. The level of prejudice 
against release of this exempted information has been set at the higher level of “would” rather than 
“would be likely to”. 

c) Can you provide me with a Hard Copy Pamphlet/or PDF File of the Fitting and Assembly 
Instructions for the Tier 3 Pelvic Protection (Trousers)? Again, a copy of this document is 
attached. However, it has also been redacted as it was subject to the same Public Interest and 
conclusions as the Fitting and Assembly Instructions for the Osprey MK4A Body Armour in Civilian 
Blue. In addition, the face of a person appearing in one photograph has been redacted as it is 
considered personal information as defined in Section 40 (Personal Information) of the FOI Act. As 
this is an absolute exemption, it was not necessary to undertake a Public Interest Test. 

d) Can you provide me with a Hard Copy Pamphlet/or PDF File of the Fitting and Assembly 
Instructions for the Osprey MK4/4A Non-Ballistic Training Plates? No information is held, as 
there are no non-ballistic training plates for the Osprey Mk 4/4A system. 

e and f) Can you confirm if all accessories for the Osprey MK4/4A came with Fitting and 
Assembly Instructions, such as the various Pouches in MTP - Ops Panel, Commanders 
Admin Pouch etc? Details of how to fit pouches using the Mollé system are contained within the 
Osprey MK4A Body Armour Instruction Manual that was previously published. Again, as with the 
response to question a), above, Section 21(1) of the FOI Act provides that information is exempt if it 
is reasonably available by other means. This information is available at the same link as above. 

If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first 
instance. If you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content of this response, 
you can request an independent internal review by contacting the Information Rights Compliance 
team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-IR@mod.gov.uk). 
Please note that any request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the 
date of this response. 

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the MOD 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/foi-responses-released-by-mod-week


 

           
      

           
  

 
 

 
  

internal review process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 
Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/. 

Yours sincerely 

DE&S Secretariat 

https://ico.org.uk
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