ACCIDENT
Aircraft Type and Registration: Aeroprakt A22-LS Foxbat, G-FXBA
No & Type of Engines: 1 Rotax 912iS piston engine
Year of Manufacture: 2018 (Serial no: LAA 317B-15534)
Date & Time (UTC): 10 August 2020 at 1515 hrs
Location: Holmbeck Farm Airfield, Buckinghamshire
Type of Flight: Private
Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None
Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A
Nature of Damage: Damage to nosewheel, propeller, wings and
tailplane
Commander’s Licence: National Private Pilot’s Licence
Commander’s Age: 56 years
Commander’s Flying Experience: 335 hours (of which 166 were on type)
Last 90 days - 41 hours
Last 28 days - 19 hours
Information Source: Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the

pilot

The accident occurred while landing at Holmbeck Farm Airfield, Buckinghamshire. At the
time Runway 11 was in use, the weather was good with a light wind from the southeast and
a temperature of 33°C.

Shortly before landing, at about 5-10 ft agl, the aircraft unexpectedly climbed approximately
10 ft. It then descended rapidly, landed firmly, and bounced before landing again. The
second landing was on the aircraft's nosewheel, which collapsed and dug into the grass.
The aircraft then pitched forward and came to rest inverted (Figure 1). The pilot isolated the
aircraft’'s systems and exited the aircraft unhurt with assistance from onlookers.

The pilot stated that he made no conscious control input during the unexpected climb, but
witnesses thought he may have instinctively pitched the nose down to counteract it.

The pilot thought the unexpected climb was caused by a gust of wind or a thermal effect
caused by the high temperature. He commented that the hard landing was a result of him
not initiating a go-around promptly in the short time available, adding that he has learned to
be prepared to initiate a go-around at the first sign of anything untoward.
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Figure 1

G-FXBA after the accident
(Used with permission)
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