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HS2 Phase 1 Central Section

• c. 100km of investigations 

crossing 5 counties



Baseline: Desk study (AP’s; soils; geotechnical; PAS; HER; RRS & Englaid data) 

Remote sensing: Lidar; hyperspectral; magnetometry

Routewide assessments Geo-archaeological evaluation:  Holocene 
Alluvial and Pleistocene catchments

Woodland and parish boundary 
evaluations 

Trench and test pit evaluations – evidence based site 
selection

No data areas – further surveys to test 
some negative areas

Mitigation:

1. Area Excavation 2. Monitoring and CIR 3.Preservation by 
design 

Post excavation assessment

Post excavation analysis, publication and archives

Process from desk study to 

post excavation assessment  



Central area HERDS 

Scope

• 3887 ha of land 

• 386 fieldwork events 
defined

• @ 198 site locations

• Potentially c.50 
additional mitigation 
areas to define in 2020

• Fieldwork to be largely 
complete by end of 2021

Activity Code Count

Building 

recording/Setting survey AT06/AT15 27

Magnetometry survey AT17 122

Metal detecting survey AT19 3

Fieldwalking survey AT20 5

Test pit AT21 38

Borehole survey AT05 13

Trial trench AT23 108

Archaeological 

Excavation AT03 52

Archaeological 

monitoring AT02 15

Total 386



Progress 2019-20

• Geophysical survey c. 99% 

complete (1 site remaining)

• Trial trenching c. 65% complete

• Archaeological Excavation 

(mitigation) – 7 sites complete

• Archaeological monitoring 

ongoing

• Post excavation assessment 

commenced 



C1 - EVALUATION 

AT23/AT21



C1 - MITIGATION 

AT03



C1 - EVALUATION 

AT23



C2 south -

EVALUATION AT23



C2 SOUTH 

MITIGATION AT03



C2 Aylesbury 

EVALUATION AT23



C2 Aylesbury

MITIGATION AT03



C2 Central 

EVALUATION AT23



C2 Central 

MITIGATION AT03



C2 Central 

EVALUATION AT23

CALVERT TO 

FINMERE



C2 Central 

MITIGATION AT03

CALVERT TO 

FINMERE



C2 Central 

EVALUATION AT23

FINMERE TO 

BRACKLEY



C3 SOUTH 

EVALUATION AT23

BRACKLEY TO 

CULWORTH



C3 SOUTH 

MITIGATION AT03

BRACKLEY TO 

CULWORTH



C3 CENTRAL 

EVALUATION AT23

CULWORTH TO 

WORMLEIGHTON



C3 CENTRAL 

MITIGATION AT03

CULWORTH TO 

WORMLEIGHTON



C3 NORTH 

EVALUATION AT23

WORMLEIGHTON TO 

SOUTHAM



C3 NORTH 

MITIGATION AT03

WORMLEIGHTON TO 

SOUTHAM



Mitigation decision making 

• Excavation areas for research output, new project 

plans produced or accelerated process (proceed 

from trenches to mitigation on change control)

• Preservation by design 

• Archaeological monitoring and construction 

integrated recording

• Post excavation assessment 



Mitigation Key 

documents 

• Preservation by design 

• Archaeological 

monitoring and 

construction 

integrated recording



Key documents 

• Post excavation 

assessment report and 

fieldwork archives 

shall proceed for each 

key site group

• UPD, analysis and 

publication subject to 

further procurement 


