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Purpose: 
 

To provide the Board with an update on the current position on the EAFRD part of the 
EU ESI Funds Growth Programme.  
 

Recommendations 
 

The Board is invited to note the information set out in this paper.  
 

Summary: 
 
As at 3 August, under Rounds 1 and 2 of the RDPE Growth Programme, a total of 
£113m had been awarded in grants to 651 projects. Of this £113m, £73m had been 
paid out, contracting 3,916 FTE jobs of which 1,357 have already been created. The 
scheme remains on track to meet its job creation target of 4,075. 
 
The 3rd round of the Growth Programme, which is offering around £60m, closed to new 
Expressions of Interest (EoIs) on 16th February 2020. Round 3 received 3,025 EoIs 
requesting £353m of funding. The Rural Payments Agency (RPA) have assessed all 
EoIs and invited 1,832 successful projects to submit Full Applications for funding 
totalling £234m.  
 
In addition, 21 contracts for funding totalling £78m have been awarded under the Rural 
Broadband Infrastructure offer.  
 
COVID-19 Response  
 
We fully appreciate the impact that Covid-19 is having on rural businesses and we 
remain keen to be as constructive and flexible as possible in managing existing 
projects and running the current Growth Programme offer.  
 
As such, Ministers have agreed that contracts signed before June 2020 for existing 
RDPE socio-economic projects seriously affected by Covid-19 can be extended by up 
to six months.  
 
For the 3rd round of Growth Programme, the final deadline for submitting a Full 
Application has been extended from end of August 2020 to end of October 2020 to 
ensure projects affected by delays in granting planning permission are not adversely 
affected. Where applicants are still awaiting planning permission at the end of October, 
they will be able to submit their Full Application at that point if it is accompanied by 
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proof that a planning application has been submitted. In all cases, to be considered for 
funding projects must have planning permission granted by end December 2020. In 
addition, we have extended the project completion deadline for the 3rd round of the 
Growth Programme from end September 2021 to end December 2022. 
 

 
EAFRD GROWTH PROGRAMME UPDATE 
 
Delivery Update 
 
1. As at 3 August, £113m of grant funding had been awarded to 651 projects under 

the first two rounds of the RDPE Growth Programme. Of this, £73m had been paid 
to projects. The scheme is expected to meet its target of creating 4,075 jobs. To 
date, 3,916 FTE jobs have been contracted and 1,357 created.  
 

2. From round 1, which ran in 2015, 82 projects have now completed all activity, 
confirming the creation of 276 FTE jobs so far from an EAFRD investment of 
£8.7m. Under the second round of calls, opened in 2017, the RPA received 1,864 
Expressions of Interest (EOI), requesting funding of £341m. Invitations to submit a 
Full Application were issued to 796 applicants for funding totalling £151m, 796 
projects submitted Full Applications for funding totalling £151m, with 569 projects 
so far securing grant offers worth £104m and creating 1,081 jobs.  

 
Rural Broadband Infrastructure Fund 

 
3. The budget for the Rural Broadband Infrastructure (RBI) Fund was increased in 

2019  from £75m to £79.5m to accommodate all supportable applications. There 
are currently 21 live contracts. The infrastructure funded is forecast to ‘pass’ 
14,953 business premises and 61,120 other premises in the most remote parts of 
rural England, to benefit a population of 168,229.  
 

4. Projects are mostly still in the procurement phase with a handful in the delivery 
phase.  The first project is delivery has submitted and has been paid the first claim 
for £1.2m. The final claim date for all projects is December 2022.   

 
Round 3 
 
5. The third round of calls under the RDPE Growth Programme opened for 

Expressions of Interest in November 2019 and closed on 16 February 2020. The 
RPA received 3,025 EoIs requesting funding for £353m of projects. 

 
6. Overall, circa.  £60m is available to rural businesses, with the final total amount 

being determined once all outstanding Round 2 Full Applications have been 
contracted. Grants from £20,000 to £180,000 are available for rural Tourism 
Infrastructure and rural Business Development projects. Food processing projects 
are able to apply for grants from £20,000 to £750,000. 
 

7. The RPA has assessed all EoIs and invited eligible projects to submit Full 
Applications which will be considered at one of the four decision rounds to be held 
in the summer and autumn. This approach is to manage disallowance risk which 
would arise from not assessing all Full Applications together and allow funding to 
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be awarded to the highest scoring projects at each stage, with others rolling 
forward to future rounds. 

 
8. RPA has created a ‘webinar’ version of the Full Application workshops it held 

under Round 2 and applicants invited to this stage of the process have been given 
access to this. 

  
9. The table below shows the breakdown of EoIs received by theme, the total amount 

of grant requested and the average grant request.  
 

 
 

10. As at 3rd August, invitations to submit a Full Application had been issued to 1,832 
applicants for funding totalling £234m. 
 

11. The RPA is assessing the Full Applications in batches. At the closure of the first 
submission  window on 30 April for consideration in batch 1, RPA had received Full 
Applications from 98 projects for funding totalling £16m.  A further 146 requesting 
£21.4m had been received ahead of the 30th June second Full Application 
submission deadline. These are now being assessed. 
  

12. Growth Programme Round 3 continues to be significantly oversubscribed. In the 
first batch of applications received and appraised, just under £3m was committed 
to projects. Projects that reached the minimum requirement to be funded, but were 
unsuccessful in batch 1 have been rolled over to be considered in the next batch. 

 
  

COVID-19 Response 
 
13. We understand that project delivery could be affected by Covid-19 due to its 

impact on the supply chain, workforce availability or cash flow. As such, Ministers 
have agreed that contracts signed before June 2020 for existing RDPE socio-
economic projects seriously affected by Covid-19, including those under the first 
two rounds of the Growth Programme, can be extended by up to six months.  

 
 

14. For the 3rd round of Growth Programme, in recognition of the fact that some 
projects have struggled to obtain planning permission over recent months, the final 
deadline for submitting a Full Application has been extended from the end of 
August 2020 to the end of October 2020. Applicants are also able to submit their 

Theme Number of 
applications 

EOI Grant amount 
requested (£) 

Average Grant 
request (£) 

Processing and 
Marketing of 
Agricultural 
Products 

487 108,280,032 222,340.93 
 

SME Support 1,757 162,945,693 92,740.86 
 

Tourism 781 81,721,524 104,637.03 
 

Grand Total 3025 £352,947,249 £139,905.66 
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Full Applications if they are still awaiting planning permission if the application is 
accompanied by proof that a planning application has been submitted and is 
expected to be decided by end December. The application will not enter the RPA’s 
appraisal process until final planning permission has been agreed and, 
unfortunately, if planning permission has not been agreed and submitted to RPA 
by 31 December, the application will be incomplete and it will not be able to 
consider the project for funding.    

 
 

15. To date, under the third round of the Growth Programme [278] of the 3,025 
Expressions of Interest have been withdrawn, with 94 of these citing COVID-19 as 
the reason. 

 
 
 
Tony Williamson 
 
19 August 2020 
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ANNEX 1  
 
 
Table 1. Growth Programme round 1 and 2 number of projects, funding 
committed and spend by theme as of 3rd August 2020.  
 

Theme/Measure No. of Projects Funding Committed 
£m 

Spend to Date 
£m 

Food Processing (M4.2) 138 43 32 

Business Development (M6.4) 392 44 29 

Tourism Infrastructure (M7.5) 109 26 11.3 

Tourism Cooperation (M16.2)* 12 0.60 0.68 

Total 651 £113.6 £73 

  
*Theme offered in Round 1 only. 
 
 

Table 2. Rural broadband infrastructure offer. 
 
 

As at 5 May 
Rural 

Broadband 

Total Budget 79.5 

Full Applications 
received 

23 

Value of Grant Sought 
(£m) 

86 

Number 
withdrawn/rejected 

2 

Number Contracted 21 

Value of contract (£m) 78 

Value of grant paid to 
date (£m) 

1.2 

Number Projects 
closed 

- 

 
 
 

Table 3. Project outputs to date by theme. 
 

2015 & 2017 offers  
RDPE 

Growth 
Programme 

Food 
Processing 

Business 
Development 

Tourism 
Infrastructure 

and Cooperation 

FTE Jobs Forecast 3,916 1,792 1,282 842 

FTE Jobs created 1,357 678 435 244 
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Figure 1. Growth Programme Rural Broadband Infrastructure Scheme, Round 1 
& 2 allocation, contracted and spend actual figures 3rd August 2020. 
 

 
 

 
Figure 2. Growth Programme Round 3 allocation, value of EoIs received, value 
of applications invited to submit a Full Application and value of Full 
Applications received as at 3rd August 2020.  
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Table 4. Round 3 Growth Programme LEP Expression of Interest, Full 
Application grant request and total contracts awarded as at 25th August 2020.  
 

 
 

 
 


