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	ICACU GUIDE 
TO COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM


Please read this guide carefully before completing the ‘ICACU application form’.

The ICACU 

The International Child Abduction and Contact Unit (ICACU) is an administrative unit. It is discharges the day to day duties of the central authority for England and Wales on behalf of the Lord Chancellor for a number of international treaties.  It is often referred to as ‘the central authority’.

Central authorities facilitate international co-operation by acting as a two-way contact point between applicants, domestic courts and competent authorities in their own country and the central authority in the other country.  
The ICACU acts as:

· the Central Authority for England and Wales for the operation of:

· the 1980 Hague Convention (the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction);
· Brussels IIa (Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 of 27 November 2003 concerning jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial matters and the matters of parental responsibility)
· the 1980 European Convention (the European Convention on Recognition and Enforcement of Decisions concerning Custody of Children and on Restoration of Custody of Children) and 
· the Central Authority for England only for the operation of the 1996 Hague Convention (the 1996 Hague Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Co-operation in respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children)
The Welsh Government is the central authority for Wales for the 1996 Hague Convention.  If you are in Wales and you want to make an application under the 1996 Hague Convention you should contact the Welsh Government (see contact details at the end of this guide).  
Scotland and Northern Ireland have their own central authorities (see contact details at the end of this guide).

Can the ICACU help you?

The ICACU can only forward an application:

· to a country which is covered by:

· the 1980 Hague Convention, or
· the 1980 European Convention, or
· Brussels IIa, or 
· the 1996 Hague Convention; and
· where the application is about a matter which is covered by whichever of these treaties is in force between the UK and that other country

Before contacting the ICACU you should always check if the other country is listed in one of the tables at the end of this guide; if not the ICACU will not be able to help you.  The tables tell you which international treaties are in force between the UK and the countries listed.
You can complete the application form if you are applying:

1. under the 1980 Hague Convention for the return of a child who has been abducted (wrongfully removed from or retained away from England and Wales in the other country) or

2. under the 1980 Hague Convention for contact with a child in the other country; or
3. under Brussels IIa for registration and enforcement of an existing order in the other country; or
4. under the 1980 European Convention for registration and enforcement of an existing order in the other country; or
5. under the 1996 Hague Convention for the registration and enforcement of an existing order in the other country.
If you are making a request for co-operation under either Article 55 of Brussels IIa or under the 1996 Hague Convention do not use this form.  The ICACU has a separate form and guidance notes for requests for co-operation.
Contacting the ICACU

Please use email where possible in the first instance (see contact details at the end of this guide) but you must also send a copy of your application and the supporting documents by post.  
If the issue is urgent the ICACU will respond as soon as is practicable having regard to existing work commitments.  The ICACU’s standard response time is:
· applications for the return of a child from another country: 7 working days

· all other applications to another country: 15 working days

General enquiries:

· 20 working days

If you send further correspondence or information before the ICACU has responded to you, please make sure you refer to your earlier correspondence when doing so.
The ICACU does not give legal advice.  If you need legal advice before making an application you will need to contact a solicitor.  The ICACU has a referral list of solicitors with particular experience in dealing with international child abduction work.  Solicitors on the referral list may also be able to provide advice about other cross border children matters.  A copy of the referral list is available here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/child-abduction-accredited-solicitors-referral-list.
What are the international treaties about?

The 1980 Hague Convention

The 1980 Hague Convention is principally about child abduction.  It works on the principle of returning children who are wrongfully removed from, or retained away from, their country of habitual residence.  It only applies to children under the age of 16 years.  
The removal or the retention of a child is considered wrongful where:

· it is in breach of rights of custody attributed to a person, an institution or any other body, either jointly or alone, under the law of the State in which the child was habitually resident immediately before the removal or retention; and

· at the time of removal or retention those rights were actually exercised, either jointly or alone, or 
· would have been so exercised but for the removal or retention.

Rights of custody include rights relating to the care of the child and in particular the right to determine the child’s place of residence.  
Rights of custody can exist because of:

· operation of law

· a court order (or other formal decision)
· an agreement which is recognised in law.

If your child lives in another country and contact with your child is being prevented by the other parent, you can also apply under the 1980 Hague Convention to secure contact arrangements.

Brussels IIa
Brussels IIa is a European regulation which came into force on 1 March 2005. It applies in all Member States of the European Union other than Denmark.  It supports the 1980 Hague Convention because it contains rules about child abduction cases within the European Union.  It also contains rules about access cases and about the registration and enforcement of orders relating to parental responsibility matters.
The 1980 European Convention

Since Brussels IIa came into force on 1 March 2005 the European (Council of Europe) Convention only operates between:

· the UK and members of the Council of Europe that are not also Member States of the European Union; and
· the UK and Denmark.  
The European Convention can be used to enforce existing court orders concerning custody of children and restoration of custody of children.  Orders made in European Convention countries are recognised, but must be registered before being enforced.  Enforcement may not necessarily follow immediately after registration of the order.

The 1996 Hague Convention
The 1996 Hague Convention came into force in the UK on 1 November 2012.  All Member States of the European Union are 1996 Hague Convention countries but Brussels IIa takes precedence between EU Member States (other than Denmark) over the 1996 Hague Convention in relation to matters covered by Brussels IIa.  

The 1996 Hague Convention also contains rules about the registration and enforcement of orders relating to parental responsibility in countries outside the European Union.
Additional sources of information
You can find more information about the 1980 Hague Convention and the 1996 Hague Convention on the website for the Hague Conference on Private International Law: https://www.hcch.net/.

You can find more information about Brussels IIa on the EUR-Lex website at: 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/NOT/?uri=CELEX:32003R2201
You can find more information about the 1980 European Convention at: 
http://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/105
Guidance on completing the ICACU application form
When completing the form please type your answers where possible.  If you are not able to type the form you must make sure that you write your answers so they can be read easily.  Remember: 
· the form will be read by people who are not familiar with your hand writing;

· the form may need to be translated into the language of the other country so it is important that the translator can easily understand what you say about your case.  
Some countries require specific documents to be provided in support of the application.  The requirements differ from country to country and from time to time.   

In order to avoid delay you may wish to check with the ICACU what the other country’s documentary requirements are and whether the other country requires original documents before sending your application to the ICACU.
Section 1: Please indicate by putting a cross in the appropriate box what type of application you wish to make.  You should put a cross in one box ONLY.
Put a cross in the box to explain which type of application you want to make.  You should put a cross in one box only.   You will be asked to give detailed information in support of your application in section 6 (return of the child), section 7 (contact with a child) or section 8 (registration and enforcement of a court order).
Request for return of the child(ren)
The conditions for applying for a return under the 1980 Hague Convention are:
1. the child(ren) must be aged under 16;
2. the child(ren) must have been habitually resident in the UK being removed from or retained away from this country and taken to another 1980 Hague Convention country (please see the end of this guide for a list of countries with which the UK operates the 1980 Hague Convention);
3. the removal from or retention of the child(ren) away from the UK was:

a. without the consent or approval of the left-behind parent or other person with parental responsibility for the child(ren) and 
b. has not been permitted by an order of the court.
Request for contact with the child(ren)
The conditions for applying to secure contact (‘access’) with the child(ren) under the 1980 Hague Convention are:
1. the child(ren) must be aged under 16

2. the applicant parent is being denied access to the child(ren)
3. the child resides in another 1980 Hague Convention country (please see the end of this guide for a list of countries with which the UK operates the 1980 Hague Convention)
Request for registration and enforcement of an existing court order

You must have an existing court order.

For the purposes of Brussels IIa and the 1996 Hague Convention it will be a ‘parental responsibility’ order.  A ‘parental responsibility’ order in this context is an order which relates to the attribution, exercise, delegation, restriction or termination of parental responsibility.  It could be an order which gives you parental responsibility for a child, or which deals with custody (residence) or access (contact) such as a child arrangements order. 

If the order was made in proceedings commenced after 1 March 2005 you will be able to enforce the order in any other European Union country (other than Denmark) under Brussels IIa.
In a Brussels IIa case you will need to obtain the appropriate certificate from the court which issued the order.  This will be an Annex II (Form C60), Annex III (Form C61) or Annex IV (From C62) certificate.
A ‘parental responsibility’ order is enforceable under Brussels IIa without being registered.

If your order was made in proceedings commenced before 1 March 2005, it may still be enforceable under the transitional provisions of Brussels IIa.  
If the order is not enforceable under Brussels IIa you may be able to register and enforce the order in the other country under the 1980 European Convention or (if the order was made after 1 November 2012) under the 1996 Hague Convention. 
Please see the end of this guide for a list of Brussels IIa, 1980 European Convention and 1996 Hague Convention countries.

If you are unsure whether you can make an application for registration and enforcement of an existing court order about the child(ren) you should contact your solicitor.

Section 2: Details of the child(ren)

You should give the details of the child(ren) to whom your application relates. Please complete all the boxes as fully as possible.  

If the child is a dual national and you know both passport numbers you should give both.  If the child has a foreign identity card you should give details if you know them.  However, if you do not have the passport number(s) or identity card details you can leave those boxes blank as this information is not absolutely essential.

Section 3: Details of parents

You should give the details of the parents of the child(ren) to whom the application relates.  
Section 4:  Details of requesting individual or institution

Please complete all the boxes as fully as possible.  
Section 4(a): If you are the requesting individual you should provide your own contact details; if you are not (because, for example, the form is being completed by your as their solicitor), then you should provide the contact details for the requesting individual regardless of whether they are instructing a solicitor or not.  It is important that if the requesting individual does not wish their personal details to be disclosed to the taking parent you please indicate this in a covering letter and the ICACU will draw this to the attention of the central authority in the other country when transmitting the application.
If you are the requesting individual you should only provide details of a solicitor if you are actually instructing one in relation to this matter.  You should also indicate whether you wish the ICACU to correspond directly with you or your solicitor.  If you wish the ICACU to correspond directly with your solicitor you should be aware that there could be cost implications for you.  You should discuss this with your solicitor.

Section 4(b): If you are an institution (for example a local authority) please provide contact details for the person in your legal department who has conduct of the matter.
Section 5: Details of person alleged to have removed/retained/prevented contact with the child(ren) and current location of the child(ren)

Please provide as much information as possible, especially about the location of the child(ren) in the other country.  
If you do not know the exact address for the child(ren) you should give as much information as you know about their address / whereabouts. Your case could progress more quickly if the ICACU is able to provide the foreign authorities with a complete address for the child(ren) or even full contact details of persons in the other country who may know the whereabouts of the children (for example, extended family members such as grandparents).  Land line telephone numbers and mobile telephone numbers can also be helpful.

If you have put a cross in the box for return you should complete all 3 parts of section 6
Section 6: Request for return.  You should only complete this section if you are making an application for return of the child(ren)
Section 6(a): Date and circumstances of wrongful removal or retention.

You only need to complete this section if you are making an application for the return of the child(ren) under the 1980 Hague Convention.  Please provide as much relevant information as possible.  You should include, for example:

· the date the child(ren) left the country;
· any known information about how the child(ren) travelled;

· whether you were given any indication of a possible removal before it happened;

· whether you have had any contact with the alleged abductor since they removed the child(ren);

· if you have reported the child(ren)’s removal to the police and, if so, what, if any, action the police have taken;

· in retention cases, details of when and how the children were to be returned to this country and whether any formal agreement was put in place to ensure that the children did return (for example, an undertaking to return after a specified period of time).
It is important that you say if you think that your child is at risk of further removal, particularly if it involves removal to a non-1980 Hague Convention country.  If there is a ‘flight risk’ you should also draw attention to that in the subject line of any email and in your covering letter.

You need to provide information about the child(ren)’s habitual residence in England or Wales.  Please note habitual residence is not the same as nationality.  
Habitual residence is a question of fact depending on the circumstances of the particular case and child(ren) so:  

· a foreign national child can be habitually resident in England or Wales.  

· a British national child can be habitually resident in another country.  

Whether a child is habitually resident in England or Wales is a question of fact depending on the circumstances of the particular child. In particular, the child’s degree of integration in a social and family environment here, so you need to provide information about this.  The question of where a child is habitually resident therefore focusses on the situation of the child, with the purposes and intentions of the parents being only one of the relevant factors.

Information which may be relevant to the question of whether the child(ren) were habitually resident at the date of removal or retention will include information about:
· the duration, regularity, conditions and reasons for the child(ren) having been here and of the family’s move to this country (if they have not always lived here);

· the child(ren)’s nationality;

· the child(ren)’s place and conditions of attendance at school;

· the child(ren)’s knowledge of the English and/or Welsh language;

· the child(ren)’s family and social relationships in this country;

· if the family moved here from another country, the intention of the parents in doing so.

Section 6(b): Factual or legal grounds justifying the request for return of the child(ren)

This section is very important as it forms the basis for your return application.  In order to be considered wrongful, a removal or retention must:

· be in breach of rights of custody
· which are actually being exercised by a person, an institution or any other body under the law of the State in which the child was habitually resident immediately before the removal or retention
In English law the Children Act 1989 defines parental responsibility as all the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority which by law, a parent of a child has in relation to the child and their property.  This includes the right to determine the child’s place of residence.   If you have parental responsibility as defined in the Children Act 1989 you will have rights of custody for the 1980 Hague Convention.

If a child is habitually resident in England and Wales but is removed from, or retained away from England and Wales without the consent of the other parent with parental responsibility for the child or permission of the court, the removal is in breach of the rights of custody of that parent and the removal or retention is considered wrongful within the meaning of the 1980 Hague Convention.
You can acquire parental responsibility for a child in a lot of different ways, generally either because the law says you have parental responsibility or because a court order or formal parental responsibility agreement gives you parental responsibility.  Some examples in English law are as follows:

· a mother has parental responsibility for her child;  

· if a child’s parents are married or were married but are now divorced they share parental responsibility for their child;

· an unmarried father can acquire parental responsibility:

· from 1 December 2003, if both parents joined in to the registration of the child’s birth under the Births and Deaths Registration Act 1953 (the father will then be named on the child’s birth certificate);

· by court order;

· by entering into a formal parental responsibility agreement which has been registered with the court
· other people can also acquire parental responsibility by court order (there are a number of different court orders which give people parental responsibility) or formal agreement
Article 16 of the 1996 Hague Convention may be relevant to whether you have rights of custody because it says that parental responsibility which exists under the law of the State of the child’s habitual residence continues after a change of the child’s habitual residence to another State, even if under the law of the new State of habitual residence you would not otherwise have parental responsibility.  
So if your child became habitually resident in the UK on or after 1 November 2012 (the date the 1996 Hague Convention came into force in the UK) and you can show you already had parental responsibility according to the law of the country where your child was habitually resident before moving to the UK. you will have parental responsibility even if, in English law, you would not otherwise have parental responsibility in the same circumstances.  
However the 1996 Hague Convention definition of parental responsibility is not the same as the Children Act 1989 definition (see the notes to section 8) so if you think Article 16 applies in your case, you may need to take legal advice about whether you do have rights of custody, particularly if your ability to exercise your parental responsibility in the other country was restricted in any way (for example by court order).
Please attach to your application the documents which show how you have rights of custody for the child(ren).  This could be:

· your marriage certificate;

· your civil partnership certificate;

· your divorce decree;

· your dissolution decree;

· a registered parental responsibility agreement;

· a relevant court order and (in a Brussels IIa case) the relevant Annex certificate;
· the child(ren)’s birth certificate if the child’s birth was registered under the Births, Deaths and Marriage Act 1953 and you are a father named on the birth certificate;

· a relevant foreign court order or other evidence of how you acquired parental responsibility under the law of another country before moving to England and Wales.

Some countries require the original documents so either check first with the ICACU or provide originals and request that the originals be returned to you if not required.

In some, very limited, circumstances, you may be considered to have rights of custody for the purposes of the 1980 Hague Convention even if you do not have formal parental responsibility.  If you think your case is in that category you should seek legal advice.  You will also need to provide a detailed explanation of the circumstances. 

Section 6(c): Arrangements for the return of the child(ren)

You should say if you are willing to travel to the other country to attend a court hearing, if that is necessary, and to collect the child(ren) if your application is successful.   If you are proposing that someone else could collect the child(ren) for you, please say what their relationship is to the child(ren) and whether they are known to the child(ren).
If there is a particular reason why you would not be able to travel to the other country (for example, because you are subject to immigration control) then please explain here.

Section 6(d): Amicable resolution of the issues
In some countries the way in which the 1980 Hague Convention has been implemented means that the other parent will generally be asked about a voluntary return before the return application is referred to the foreign court irrespective of whether or not you want this.

You should say if you have already tried to secure a voluntary return by mediation.  If not you should say if you would like the other parent to be asked about a voluntary return or to attempt mediation with the other parent.

However as identified in the guidance notes at section 6(a) it is important that you say if you think that your child is at risk of further removal, particularly if it involves removal to a non-1980 Hague Convention country.  A flight risk could be triggered if the other parent is made aware that you are making a return application before any orders are in place.
If you have put a cross in the box for contact or are trying to enforce a contact order please complete all parts of Section 7.
Section 7: Request for contact: You should only complete this section if you are making an application for contact with the child(ren) or if you are seeking recognition and/or enforcement of an existing contact order (this could be a contact provision in a child arrangements order)

Section 7(a): Circumstances relating to the prevention of contact with the child(ren).

You only need to complete this section if you are making an application for contact with the child(ren).  Please provide as much information as possible about the circumstances of the prevention of contact.  If you have any documentary evidence of contact being refused, for example emails, they can be helpful.

Section 7(b): Proposed arrangements for contact.

If you do not have an existing contact order and are applying for contact under the 1980 Hague Convention you need to put forward a contact proposal.  

If you have an existing contact order and are seeking enforcement, enforcement is not necessarily straightforward.

Under the 1980 European Convention the court in the other country may fix the conditions for the implementation and exercise of the right of access taking into account, in particular, undertakings given by the parties on this matter.
Brussels IIa says that enforcement procedure is governed by the law of the Member State of enforcement and that the courts of the Member State of enforcement may make practical arrangements for organising the exercise of rights of access, if the necessary arrangements have not or have not sufficiently been made in the contact order, provided the essential elements of the order are respected.
The 1996 Hague Convention says that enforcement takes place in accordance with the law of the requested State to the extent provided for by the law of that country, taking into consideration the best interests of the child(ren).

If you have an existing contact order but the contact provided for is not specific (for example, the order only provides for ‘reasonable contact’) you will still need to put forward a contact proposal (i.e. what you say is reasonable contact).

When making a proposal for contact you need to be both specific and practical.  The sort of things you may want to think about are:

· what contact is practical given the age(s) of the child(ren);

· whether you want to have:

· telephone contact; and/or 

· skype contact; and/or 

· written contact via email, letter, text or a form of social media; and/or;

· visiting contact in the other country; and/or
· staying contact in the other country or this country;
· what frequency of contact is practical if you and the child(ren) live in different countries and, (depending on the type of contact you are asking for) there are costs involved (for example, if you want weekly telephone contact, can you afford to meet the costs of international telephone calls);

· if you are seeking visiting or staying contact, how often and how long for?

· If you want contact to take place during the school holidays which country would you like the contact to take place in and whether you will be able to pay for travel costs (you may have to fund the travel costs for yourself and/or for the child(ren));
· if you want contact to take place during school holidays, do you know when the longer school holidays are in the country where the child is living?
Section 7(c): Amicable resolution of the issues
Please say here if you would like to undertake mediation, if available, with the other parent to try and agree the arrangements for contact.

If you have put a cross in the box for registration and enforcement of a ‘parental responsibility’ order (other than a contact order) including a custody order.
Section 8: Request for registration and/or enforcement of a ‘parental responsibility’ order including a ‘custody’ order.  You should only complete this section if you are making an application for registration and/or enforcement of a ‘parental responsibility’ order (other than a contact order)
Section 8(a): Circumstances relating to the making of the order

You only need to complete this section if you would like to register and/or enforce a ‘parental responsibility’ order (other than a contact order) or a ‘custody’ order.  Please remember that whether you can do this depends, in part, on the date the order was made and which country you want to enforce the order in.
The definition of ‘parental responsibility’ in Brussels IIa and in the 1996 Hague Convention is different from (wider than) the definition in the Children Act 1989.

Brussels IIa defines ‘parental responsibility’ as:

all rights and duties relating to the person or the property of a child which are given to a natural or legal person by judgment, by operation of law or by an agreement having legal effect.  The term includes ‘rights of custody’ and ‘rights of access’.
The 1996 Hague Convention defines ‘parental responsibility’ as:

including parental authority, or any analogous relationship of authority determining the rights, powers and responsibilities of parents, guardians or other legal representatives in relation to the person or the property of the child.
Brussels IIa and the 1996 Hague Convention apply to orders relating to the attribution, exercise, delegation, restriction or termination of parental responsibility.  In both cases this includes orders dealing with rights of custody.
So, for example, if you have an order which provides for the child to live with you and the child has been wrongfully removed to a country which is not a 1980 Hague Convention country but which is a 1996 Hague Convention country, you can apply for recognition and enforcement of your order in the other country so as to have the child returned.

Under the 1980 European  Convention a decision relating to custody means a decision of an authority in so far as it relates to the care of the person of the child, including the right to decide on the place of the child’s residence, or to the right of access to the child.
Examples of English orders which you may be apply to register and enforce are: a child arrangements order, a residence order (now called a child arrangements order), a special guardianship order and a specific issue order.

Please briefly explain the background leading up to the making of the existing order.

Section 8(b): Reasons for seeking enforcement of the order

You only need to complete this section if you are seeking enforcement immediately after registration of an order.
Section 9: Civil (including family) proceedings that have concluded or are in progress

Please provide details of any relevant court proceedings that have concluded or are still ongoing both in and outside England and Wales.  
You should provide copies of any orders which have been made in those proceedings. If any order is subject to appeal you should say so.
Section 10: List of documents attached

Please list all the supporting documents that you have referred to in your application.  Remember you should include originals (see section 6(b)) or copies of:

· any relevant court orders, statements or affidavits;

· recent colour photographs of the abductor and the child(ren);

· copies of the child(ren)’s birth certificate (full A4 size copies which include details of both parents);

· a copy of your marriage certificate or divorce decree or civil partnership or other same sex registered relationship dissolution order.
Section 11: Applicant’s authorisation

Please sign and date the form.  
Central authority contact details
Scotland and Northern Ireland have different legal systems from England and Wales and the law in Scotland and Northern Ireland also differs in some respects. England and Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland have their own Central Authority for the 1980 Hague Convention, Brussels IIa and the 1980 European Convention.  Wales has its own Central Authority for the 1996 Hague Convention.

	Central Authority for England and Wales (for  the 1980 Hague Convention, for Brussels IIa and for the 1980 European Convention)

Central Authority for England (for the 1996 Hague Convention)

The International Child Abduction and Contact Unit

The Official Solicitor & Public Trustee Office
Post Point 0.53

102 Petty France

London

SW1H 9AJ
DX: Post Point 0.53

Official Solicitor & Public Trustee

DX 152384

Westminster 8

tel: +44 (0)20 3681 2756
www.gov.uk
e-mail for new requests and general enquiries only: ICACU@ospt.gov.uk

	The International Child Abduction and Contact Unit (ICACU) is open Monday to Friday.
In an emergency outside these hours you should contact reunite Tel 0116 2556 234.
Please note that the office of the ICACU is not open to the public.

Emails received after 2.00pm will not be considered until the next working day except in cases of extreme urgency (please indicate in the subject heading whether flight risk / abduction in transit / imminent risk of harm)

	Central Authority for Northern Ireland

Central Business Unit
Northern Ireland Courts & Tribunals Service
3rd Floor Laganside House
23-27 Oxford Street
BELFAST BT1 3LA
Northern Ireland
United Kingdom


tel: +44 (0)28 9072 8808
fax: +44 (0)28 9072 8945


Internet: http://www.courtsni.gov.uk/ 
                                                                                                                                             email: internationalchildabduction@courtsni.gov.uk is used for application under 1980 & 1996 Hague conventions along with Brussels II requests

	


	Central Authority for Scotland

Scottish Government
Central Authority and International Law Team
GW15 St. Andrew's House

EDINBURGH EH1 3DG

Scotland

United Kingdom
tel: +44 (0)131 244 4827

fax: +44 (0)131 244 4848
email: e-mail: childabduction@gov.scot

	

	Central Authority for Wales
Welsh Government
Social Services and Integration
Cathays Park
CARDIFF CF10 3NQ
United Kingdom


tel.: +44 (29) 2082 1518
fax: +44 (29) 2082 3142

email: WalesCAHague1996@wales.gov.uk 

	The Welsh Government is the Central Authority for Wales for the 1996 Hague Convention only.  


Other useful contacts

	Reunite International 

Child Abduction Centre

PO Box 7124
Leicester
LE1 7XX
United Kingdom

Registered Charity No. 1075729
Advice Line: +44 (0) 116 2556 234 

tel: +44 (0) 116 2555 345 

Fax: +44 (0) 116 2556 370 

email: reunite@dircon.co.uk
website: www.reunite.org

	Reunite International is part funded by the Ministry of Justice and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  
It is the UK’s leading charity specialising in international parental child abduction and the movement of children across international borders.   Reunite International has a telephone advice line offering advice, information and support to parents, family members and guardians in child abduction cases, to parents who fear their child may be at risk of abduction and to parents involved in international contact cases and relocation cases.



Countries to which an application can be transmitted by the ICACU

	1980 Hague Convention countries

https://www.hcch.net/


	Albania

Argentina
Armenia

Andorra
Australia

Austria

Bahamas

Belarus

Belgium

Belize

Bosnia/Herzegovina

Brazil

Bulgaria

Burkina Faso

Canada

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Croatia

Cyprus (southern)

Czech Republic

Denmark

Ecuador

El Salvador

Estonia

Fiji

Finland

France

Georgia

Germany

Greece

Honduras

Hong Kong

Hungary

Iceland

Republic of Ireland

Israel

Italy
Japan

	Latvia 

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Macau

Macedonia

Malta

Mauritius

Mexico

Monaco

Montenegro
Morocco
Netherlands

New Zealand

Norway

Panama

Peru

Poland

Portugal

Romania
Russian Federation
St Kitts and Nevis

San Marino

Serbia
Seychelles

Singapore
Slovakia

Slovenia

South Africa

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Turkey

Turkmenistan

Ukraine

USA

Uruguay

Uzbekistan

Venezuela

Zimbabwe


	Brussels IIa countries
 
http://europa.eu/about-eu/countries/member-countries/index_en.htm


	Austria

Belgium

Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus

Czech Republic

Estonia

Finland

France

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Republic of Ireland

Italy

	Latvia

Lithuania

Luxemburg

Malta

Netherlands

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

United Kingdom


All Member States of the European Union are States Party to the 1996 Hague Convention but Brussels IIa takes precedence between EU Member States (other than Denmark) over the 1996 Hague Convention in relation to matters that are governed by Brussels IIa.
	1996 Hague Convention countries

https://www.hcch.net/


	Albania

Armenia

Australia

Austria

Belgium

Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus

Czech Republic
Denmark

Dominican Republic

Ecuador
Estonia

Finland

France
Georgia
Germany

Greece

Hungary

Republic of Ireland
Italy

Latvia

Lesotho

	Lithuania

Luxembourg

Malta
Monaco

Montenegro

Morocco
Netherlands
Norway
Poland

Portugal

Romania
Russian Federation

Serbia
Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden
Switzerland

Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom
Uruguay


	1980 European Convention countries



	Andorra

Austria

Belgium

Bulgaria

Cyprus

Czech Republic

Denmark

Estonia

Finland

France

Germany

Greece

Hungary
Iceland

Republic of Ireland

Italy

Latvia

Liechtenstein
Lithuania 


	Luxembourg

Macedonia

Malta

Moldova
Montenegro
Netherlands

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Serbia

Slovakia

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Turkey
Ukraine

United Kingdom



International Child Abduction & Contact Unit (ICACU)








� As at 1 November 2016


� Although Denmark is a Member State of the EU, it is not a Brussels IIa country.


� Entry into force 1 February 2017
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