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Youth Engagement Statistics for 
Northern Ireland, 2019/20

Young people came into 
formal contact with the 

criminal justice system in 
2,723 cases76.8%

MajorityMajority of 
cases involved 
young males

48.0%

Almost half  of cases 
involed 16-17 year olds

44.8% were deemed 
suitable for resolution 

through the Youth 
Engagement Process

Youth Engagement Clinics

In most cases, as part of the Youth 
Engagement Process, the young person 

will be asked to attend a youth 
engagement clinic.

The aim of the clinic is to make sure 
that young people have all the 

information they need to help them 
decide what to do.

98.2% of young people who 
participated in clinics stated it 

"helped them understand the 
choices available to them"

Outcomes of Youth Engagement Clinics
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The most common 
outcome from youth 

engagement clinics was 
a youth conference 

plan

The median time taken  
for cases to complete via 
the Youth Engagement 
Process was 49 days

Legal advice or 
representation  was 

declined in 80.1% of cases, 
though it was offered to all 

young people

For further information and definitions of terminology, please see our publication ‘Youth Engagement Statistics for Northern Ireland, 2019/20’ 
available at www.justice-ni.gov.uk 




