


The consultation has asked for evidence. The British Pub Confederation and Confederation 
organisations that represent tied pubs tenants have been regularly providing evidence both to 
the PCA and also to BEIS Ministers, yet this has been systematically ignored by the PCA himself 
and the PCA’s office, as well as by disinterested BEIS Ministers who wrongly suggest the 
performance of the PCA is nothing to do with them and that any issues about the failure of the 
Pubs Code ([Redacted]) should be referred to the PCA, meaning the PCA, who by statute 
exercises a judicial function, is accountable to himself.  

BEIS Ministers and civil servants are fully aware of our many letters and submissions over the 
last three years as well as our previous warnings, issued as the Pubs Code came into force.    

We have also made clear the failure of the Pubs Code and of [Redacted] which BEIS have 
consistently ignored with Ministers issuing glib and misleading soundbites, which in reality is 
ignoring the issue.   

We therefore reiterate the following (and attach again): 

• Our original report into the failure of the PCA and Pubs Code six months in. Very notably

and regrettably, the conclusions of the report are still the same reasons the Code is still

failing over two years later.

• Our letter to the Secretary of State sent in March this year about the reality that there is

no genuine Market Rent Only option in the Pubs Code – which means that Ministers

have failed to deliver the will of Parliament and their own promises made to tied tenants.

The sad fact is – and we and our member organisations have experienced this over the four 
years - that the Ministers responsible for the implementation and effectiveness have 
disgracefully washed their hands of this issue.  

The Secretary of State for BEIS. Greg Clark MP, has paid no attention and has shown a 
complete disregard for the issue, despite it being clear that the Secretary of State remains 
responsible and must ultimately oversee the Pubs Code and the achievement of its principles  

Anna Soubry, Margot James, and Kelly Tolhurst have failed in their duty as responsible 
Ministers (we will give Richard Harrington the benefit of the doubt, due to the length of time he 
was in post and the fact he was giving the impression of taking some interest). Much of the fault 
rests with Anna Soubry, whose arrogant attitude based on a remarkable lack of actual 
knowledge and understanding of the issue led to the [Redacted]. These Ministers, who should 
have been overseeing the Pubs Code, badly failed tied pubco tenants, who have continued to 
be exploited, bullied and ripped off, in spite of the department and Government’s promises to 
tackle this.   
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British Pub Confederation - [Redacted]






