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Person Speaking Text
OK, right recording equipment’s working properly next door so I’ll just introduce where we are
and who we are. My name’s [IIIEENECINN 2 1 work for the fraq Historic Allegations Team,

it's Thursday the 6% of November 2014 and the time by my watch is just around two o'clock in
the afternoon (1400). If you could just give me your full name please FYOyad?

So77 Yeah I'm SO77
IHAT 3 Just to let you know [SOYEAl that my colleagues IHAT 4 and [NTEVNEKM are in the
room next door.

SO77 Yep.
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towards us and some of the women, like the Iraqi women seem to do and you’ve probably seen it
on the television, the middle eastern women Iike really shout and ball and that’s the way like
they sort of deal with things you know and they were starting to come over and there was a few
men and there was quite a crowd coming over, so I said, you know, there’s sort of a situation
going to infuse so what I really had told all the guys to get all their gear as quick as they can, put
#t into their 432’s and the lads that were there as well, get their tanks and we was to head off
back into camp and that’s what we and that’s what we done and you know, I know it was getting
a bit heavy at one point, one of the guys, I thiuk the lad who come out with me, he was
like sort of standing watching while keeping an eye on what things, you know as things were
materialising, just to watch us while we got the kit packed away and stuff and you know, I had a
couple of lads posted out just to keep an eye on things and they were starting, the women were
starting to come over to them and you know start shaking, shaking him and I was like that ‘right
come on, get away now then’ and withdrew with him and then we all went back into the camp
then and that, in our tanks and that’s about all I can remember, so then obviously went from
there to get de-briefed on what had happened.

Right, so, what happened there? Carry on.

And, you know, I sort of, as far as I can remember, that sort of incident would have obviously
got recorded in Jike the, in the log, in the radio cos the 2 I/C was on the radio to me at all times
and T just told him, you know, that I was coming in cos the situation was getting bad, so we
come back into the camp and we stayed put in the camp and there’s like a crowd of people
starting to, you know, like gather round the...you know, come down the road and start to gather’
round the camp, that’s as much as I can remember and then, sort of, another sort of day went by
and then I just like carried on my normal routine going to, from backwards to Basra into Shaibah
Airfield to build this camp and carry on with that, so it’s like an incident | know if the kid bad,
obviously they thought he’d gone and he dived in and they think he hit his head or summit
underneath the water, I mean it was an old Naval dockyard and there was loads of things, you
know, it was in a bad state of repair, so there could have been all sorts in the water that, you
¥know, could have got thrown in and I saw loads of rusty hulks of all sorts of stuff, you know,
knocking about in the place.

OK, alright, so just to clarify you didn’t actually see the incident happen itself?

No, I got a call, well I got called to the ops room by the 2 I/C like I say and he told me 1, you
know, you’re like on my QRF, Quick Reaction Force, you’ve just got to go down and get your
guys back in cos there’s something going off down, at the end of docks.

OK.

So that’s ny, so that was iy bit in it.

Alright, OK well we’li switch the recording machine off now.
Right.

Alright and I'll go and speak to the guys next door.
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Person Speaking Text

IHAT 3 . . . .
(Knock on wall) cool, right hopefully the machine’s recording properly, it’s now twenty three
minutes past two (1423) in the afternoon and it’s still Thursday the 6% of November 2014 but
we're in the same room as we were half an hour ago when we started and again my colleagues

: are next door listening, listening to what we say and this is the second session that we’ve had
with yoursel YA
In the first session you've given me an account of your being in Iraq serving in the Army.

Yeah.
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was stationed in Germany s0...

IHAT 3 Yep.
SO77 ...it was like minus 10...

IHAT 3 Right

S077 ...when we was on the fraining area, probably not the ideal training but (inaudible) training just
exercising as you usually do...

IHAT 3 Yep.

S077 ..when yon’re in an Army unit and preparing, preparing to go and all different things, bits of
language and...

IHAT 3 ' _

' Right.
So77 ...all sorts of things.
IHAT 3 . .

- And what Regiment were you with?
S077 o . "
[ was with 32 Engineer Regiment but 26 Armoured Engineer Squadron.

IHAT 3 Right.
So77 That’s who I was with.

OK and your main role was, as you’ve already described, as an Engineer?

Yeah, T was like the Troop Staff Sergeant so I was in charge of like thirty guys...

Right.

...s0 and then from them they, from may there be a Troop Sergeant below me then they’ll be

Corporal’s in charge of sections of eight guys...

IHAT 3 Right,
So77 ...and then we were all split into different armoured vehicles...
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think there’s one on the right hand side as well, probably about twenty, with like a chicane we
built with hesco bucking which is like big bags of sand if you like...

Right.

...to stop vehicles coming through and we put some protection outside the camp obviously to
protect ourselves, stopping vehicles and vehicle borne [ED’s, people driving into the camp, stuff
like that...

Right.

.50 that was protected round the outside. As you go into the camp, as you're going into it on the
right hand side there was like what we call the Ops room, 50 where all the radios and the Jads set
up their tank with the radios in but were also relayed into like a room just like an empty room
where, you know, like they sort of made it into the operations room, we had the maps and stuff
up, so that’s where we ran the area from...

Right.

__where we was so we knew where everybody was, pinpointed people on the map as they went
out to the city and then obviously they kept contact with the guys as they were going out on the
radio just so we knew where they were...

Right.

50 basic communications really and then we had an area what we usually, in the armoured, call
the tank park cos it’s just an open area which had spent time previously back filling with bricks
just to bring it up to standard so we can get it on cos the sea level, once you went down to about
half a metre it was like, sort of clay...

Right.

..and these were pretty heavy tanks so we bolted that up so we could get everything on there, so
there’s like the tank park then you had an area next to that where they had what we call field
troops and the support, I was in charge of support troop and they provide all the support element
to field troops, so there was like the field troop were on the left hand side as you went through
the gate and then support troop were on the right hand side, sorry like in an ‘L’ shape at the back
of them and them rooms ran down the line, at the end of that line then, there was like the
Officers and Sergeants sort of canal area if you like, there was a little area which had like a little
wall round that and that's where we all stayed. From beyond that there was another bit of road
and then there was a kitchen was behind that, there was like some more, the stores where we
used to store everything, so that was like the basic layout in the camp right,

So how many...

Not sure I can remember,
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...when you first arrived there, was the Naval Academy occupied by anybody at all?

No, we sort of went into, when we sort of got into, we was on the outskirts of Basra and there
was a bit of, a bit of just (inaudible) mines and stuff like that we had to clear to get in and you
know the odd bit of gun fire and stuff that we had to come across, we was all formed up ready to
go into Basra, we went into Basra itself, got sort of like held up in this other like area and then
we moved from there down into, you know, we got told that we was going into this Iike the
Ba’ath Headquarters, [ think we moved into there and then we sort of all come back together, we
ended up going back into the Naval Academy as a Squadron.

Right.
So we had our operating area if you like.
Right, OK.

And we was right next to the docks and we was doing patrols around the docks because people
were just pinching everything they could.

OK, that was going to be the next thing I was going to ask you about, I mean if, if, could you
gain access to the Naval Academy without going through the camp where you were?

Yeah, the Naval Academy road was, there was a road that ran down the side of it to get to Iike, 1
don’t know whether it was their training areas or there was like a jefty area with like, and there
was like, you know, a jetty for bringing boats in and stuff [ike that...

Right.

...you know, in that area.

Right and how far was the, the dockside from where your camp was?

What in metres? It was just at the back of the camp so, 1 don’t know, two, three hundred metres.
Oh right so quite clos';e.

Close.

Quite close to the water then.

Yeah, yeah.
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Tt wasn’t going to happen overnight but...
Right.
...we just had to stop people coming in and having a free for all really.

Right, OK. So was this a regular occurrence that there were people out and about helping
themselves?

Yeah, there was all sorts, I mean we’d find them, all sorts of weapons in bunkers, when you'd
search around you’d find all sorts of stuff.

Right, OK and what was your sort of specific instructions for when you were out on patrol? I
mean if you went out on patrol, how many of you would soxt of go out and what would you do if
you came across somebody? ‘

Probably about two or three like 432’s they’re called, like the personnel carriers, s0 they'll be
two or three of us in them with some guys and, you know we just warn them and scare them off
if anything else, you know, just by our presence I think a lot of people just used to see when we

pulled up, they used to go...

Right.

.you know what I mean, that was it really, that’s mainly what we used to do.

So it would be in an armoured vehicle?

Yeah.

Right and about three or four of you in each vehicle and would that be on a regular basis or?

Yeah when we're first there just to keep an eye because where the camp was, there was like a
big dock there and, was it Saddam’s boat was there...

Oh right.

_that had been taken out, that was on the docks area right next to us as well and then Hke the
jetty bit, there was jeity’s there that ran along where his boat was but on the other side of, other
side of it was where the smaller jetty’s were where the Naval, like, it looked like the Naval
Training Academy there was a few buildings and that down there as well.

Right, OK, OK so were thers any, | mean were there any, were there any people actually
working there?
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Yep, OK, alright. So would you have gone out on many patrols yourself?

I did at the beginning, Tike I was out and about with my lads and then sometimes the lads would
go and then I might stay in, depending on what T was doing, T can’t really remember...

Right.

...exactly how many I would have done but we're securing, when we first got in obviously you
take a position, you've got to find out what’s around it so search all the buildings and that’s
basically what we did to start with, we were just clearing, as you do, clearing all the buildings
and just so you know...

Right,

..there’s nothing in there that can endanger you and you know the layout of the building in that
case,

Right and was there still ﬁgﬁting going on at this stage?
No.

Right and what about any problems with, I don’t know, anyone, you know, attacking
yourselves?

No it scemed to, no not really, I mean then soon after, soon after we got there like the sort of, the
ceasefire was announced and then there was all just a load of gun fire in the air so you knew, I
never heard so many guns in my life, so you knew that everybody probably out there had a
weapon each, do you know what I mean, so...

So as safe...

..and they were living right next to us, you know.

Yeah, so as safe as it could be was, it was a fairly safe place for you to work and operate?
Yeah.

But obviously you had to...

We still patrol it...

Yeah.
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Commander and his name escapes me, I can’t remember, I can remem aey his face, a dark haired
chap and we had some of the Sergeants signals, ] can remember them,bwas
one of the, Tike the Sig Sergeant, there was [N vas my Sergeant. The Troop
Commander whod like newly joined me just before we moved into Basra was a guy called

he was like a new guy to the engineers and new to the squadron, he was like put
with me to be my boss and you know...

IHAT 3 Right.

__later on in the conflict I didn’t have, he wasn’t with me at the start when we had the war
fighting situation but just towards the end he sort of come with us then I met him in Shiabah,
when we was in Shaibah and when we moved forward into Basra he come forward.

Right, OK and on the day that this incident actually happened, can you recall what your sort of
routine was on that particular day?

SO .

What I was doing is, I think I was just in the camp but T was doing a lot of planning towards
getting this camp up and running and daily reports back to the 2 T/C and doing that, I used to tell
him everyday what I"d done, how far we got, ] mean like we had, meant to get built in 62 and 1
think we turned it around in half the time so...

IHAT 3 Right.

..we was just planning how we were going to get it done quick as we could, what kit we needed.

IHAT 3 OK, so were any of your guys out on patrol on that particular day?

The guys were out, like I say, some guys are out from my guys washing down the tank and the
Troon Commander SSIE he was down there with them and his driver, he was a guy called
ﬁm Sapper IIIOYFIE

IHAT 3 '

- Right, OK, so you've already mentioned about this place where they used to wash the vehicles...

SO

Yeah, yeah.

IHAT 3
..was that close to the water?

SO7

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

IHAT 3
Right, can you sort of describe...

The layout of that?

IHAT 3 Yeah
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then obviously that sucks the water up and then it goes through the pump, [ mean it’s what we
used to call the standard pump, I think it was part of the water kit, I think it was we used, I'm not
100% sure but that’s all it uses and then it goes into a flexi hose at the end where it pumps your
water out from there onto whatever you want to wash down.

Right and this was a regular place where the guys used to take the vehicles?

Yeah, yeah and there used to be some locals down there, walking around that area...

Right.

.never used to really have any problems with anybody, it’s pretty quiet really to be honest.

Right, OK and again, how far, how long would it have taken you from the camp to get down to
the pumps?

To get down to them where the incident was?
Yeah, not on that particular day but...

As if you were gonna drive out to there?
Yeah.

Not long, a couple of minutes.

Right so not far again.

No.

And on proper roads or?

Yeah it’s like a tarmaccy, it was a bit haif chewed up road and then down to Tike docks like it
was the old wooden 6 x 100 600 beams that are driven, poles that are driven in and then normal

old docks...
OK.
...dock area.

But this was outside of the...
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Yeah yeah.

Who would have manned that?

What at the time of the incident?

Yeah, what would be...

Well it’s usually like the regimental, well sorry not the regiment, the squadron 2 VC so that was

was the guy on the day of the incident.

Right so it wouldn’t be specific...

They’d be a signal, there’s a, we’ve gota signal section within the squadron so that’1l be like,

they’il have an officer on and they have like a Sergeant who’s like the Sig Sergeant, he would
have been [l he would have been on with his lads and he had a couple of like Corporal and
another Corporal with him...

Right.

...who’d run, who nearly ran that non-stop really.
And that was their like regular job?

Yeah, that’s all they done yeah.

Right, right, OK and explain to me the way you would communicate with your radios, if you
were talking to the...

Ops room.

.10 the ops room, could everybody else hear what you were saying or was it just one way traffic
or...7

No well we’d all be on the same frequency yeah so everybody else would hear us, we’d have
like our own squadron frequency so you can hear everybody talking.

Right, OK.

So obviously you wouldn’t cut in on somebody else, you'd wait to get talking, wait to speak to
and if you know, there was something...
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Right.
We was with the Black Watch anyway., attached to them...
Right.

...and they would have been the local infantry regiment but I couldn’t swear on that cos, I know
there’s some lads in there anyway.

Right, OK and were they there all the time?

No, no not all the time, they were there at the beginning and 1 think that they moved on from
there and went back to their unit. See what everybody sort of done is at the beginning we, there
were split with different people, I, when we first got into Basra, you know, I was with the Black
Watch, in some of the Black Watch and then we sort of all moved into our own units and went
into our own units, in our Own area...

Right.

.50 like you had the engineers in one place, you know, another gang of lads were, another unit
would be up the road in another place...

Right.

...in a building, so sort of just found different secure arcas around Basra...
OK.

...that’s where you operated out.

And would there, would there have been other sort of units within the camp that would have,
you mentioned there was kitchens.

Yeah we had our own Cooks,
You had your own Cooks?

We had our Cook, we were self-sufficient, we had our own stores, our own lads for the stores,
our own stores sections, we had our own Cooks, a squadron could function on its own.

Right.

Either out of its tanks, even out of its tanks, even, you know, in an area, do you know what 1

AR02020113A87-Y23A W08 CLOSED DJEP ORIGINALLY TITLED IHAT87 A87 SAEED SHABRAM

HOLMES26 Printed On: 12/10/2018 16:30:00 Page 19 of 30






I
=
—
(98]

SO77

I
pg
i
(o8]

w
O
~J
|

I
=
—
(98]

W
@]
~
~

I
=
—
(o]

w
O
~J
|

RESTRICTED
DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

And what sort of vehicles are we talking about, you mentioned a...
You have like a Spartan, one of them that’s fike a, just 2 2 man recognisance vehicle...
Right.

..most of them, the other ones that we have which you have, well we ﬁad a Warrior which the
OC’s in, you've have a Spartan what the Troop Commander’s are in, in charge of their troops
and then their Staff Sergeant and Sergeant and they’reina 432, armoured vehicle.

Right and is that, I mean...
Standard.
1t means nothing, I know nothing about it.

Well 2 432, like mine, my 432 would have, I’d have had two blokes in it, sometimes I had other,
some of lads may be in it, depending on what we’re doing, if we had, if there’s combat engineer,
trackers weren’t getting used and them guys would come with me as part of, you know, some
protection for us as well, depending on what jobs we were doing but usually there’s only two of
us in that one vehicle cos mine was like the Command element for the rest of the guys, so I took
all the radio messages, usually from higher up to tell me what to do, to tell, to brief the lads and
that was all.

Right and the vehicles, are we talking about sort of tracked vehicles?
Tracked vehicles yeah not wheels.

Right, right.

They're all tracked.

OK and...

And when we did have some, were Iike landrovers, what the stores section had and some 4 fonne
trucks as well.

Right, OK and if, if for example your guys were going to go down and clean their vehicles, what
would be the procedure? Just go down there in one vehicle or would there always be like a set
number?

There was a set number of vehicles usually, I mean two, three or four vehicles usually.
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Right.
They won’t be scale like (langhs).
(Laughs). Can you remember did this place have a name? This Naval Academy?
1 can’t remember what it’s called, just used to use it, name as the Naval Academy,
OK.
There's like a main road running, main road running along here. It’s 11 years of memory though.
And was this close to Al-Zabayr?
No this one, this isn’t Basra.
Oh right, right.
You come out of camp, I think the road went like so, I couldn’t swear on this like.
Right.
Something like that, this is the river here.
So it's a river as opposed to the sea?
Yeah.
Yeah, right.
1 think it’s the Shatt-Al-Arab river, I think it's called.
Right, OK.
1 can always write it down.
Yep.

(fnandible), (inaudible), if I put ‘Offe* Officers and SNCO’s.
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Yeah?

Yeah.

Was it, [ mean was it like a village, a town or?
1t's Basra town.

It was actually that close to Basra itself?

YYeah it was on the outskirts of Basra.

Right, OK and I think you mentioned that there were some boats or ships or whatever you like to
call them, in the docks.

Yeah that was that way though.

Oh was it? Right.

Yeah.

Right so that further away from the pumps.

Yeah yeah.

Were there any houses anywhere sort of in this sort of area that we’re talking about now?
I think there might have been one here, about here somewhere.

Right

I can't remember where this is, whether this was clear but it’s like a, from what I can remember
is it was like a the real old fashioned sort of dock building, you know like we have, the big 600,
fhe 600 things driven in the ground and then it’s got like wood...

Yeah.

..cover on it, I mean there was all sorts of scrap iaterial and all sorts of stuff round here really.

Yeah.
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And if you were in the camp, could you see down to this sort of area or?

I think there was another, there was a sangar on here as well, on top of, there was another
position here.

Right and when you say sangar, what’s that?

Like we had stuff on top of like a, on the ops room as well there was like a, a sangar’s like a load
of sandbags...

Yeah.

..up and like an area standing and it might have a roof on it as well and it’ll have camouflage net
round it.

Right, so something...

It’s what you watched the locals from you know.

Right so something that would’ve been high off the ground?
It’s an observation point, yeah.

Right, so how high off the ground would they have been?
Like this one here? That was on top of a roof that was 50...
Right.

Same height as we are maybe.

Right.

So ten metres.

Right OK, so quite high up then? And what sort of view would they have got from, of this area
from...?

I don’t really, you can’t see all the way down to here.
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Yeah, from your...

Our squadrons yeah.

What sort of taking it in turns or?
Yeah yeah.

Right, OK and the roads going down to the pump area, I mean [ think you said they were mainly
tarmac’d, so alright for you to go round them in your tracked vehicles and stuff?

Yeah,
Yeah.
1 think, this is like concrete, like concrete bits here...
Yeah.

...you know what I mean so Jike you’d have like round the normal jetty so they weren’t like a
road, you'd just get onto slabs of concrete...

Right.

..here, you know what I mean, by, you know what I mean, there and...
Yeah, OK.

Near the pumps...

Alright well we can...

They were more or less on the end of the jetty and I think 1 remember coming into here
somehow.

Well we can use that as a reference point for when we, when we talk about the day and when
you say what you saw when you got there.

Yeah.
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' URN: Y238

Enter type: ROVI
(SDN / ROT! / Contemporaneous Notes / Index of Interview with VIW / Visually Recorded Interview)

Person Interviewed:

Place of Interview: INTERVIEW SUITE, GOOLE, HULL

Date of Interview: 06/11/2014

Time Commenced: 15:35 Time Concluded: 16:40
Duration of Interview: 55 minutes

Audio tape reference nos:

Visual image reference nos:

Interviewer(s): IHAT 3
Other Persons Present: IHAT 4 | IHAT 1

Police Exhibit No: Number of Pages:

Signature of interviewer producing exhibit:

Person Speaking Text
(KNOCK ON WALLY). OK, right the time now is 1535 and it's still Thursday the 6% of

November 2014 and we’re still in an interview suite at Goole in Humberside, got the same
people present in this room, myself and [JSeYE@l and my colleagues ERRIandililare still next
door listening to what we say. This is the third, third session that we've had with you [EeYAdl
and in the last one you’ve drawn us a plan of the Naval Academy, just outside of Basra in Iraq.

.

IHAT 3
- And that’s where the incident occurred that we're going to talk about, Before we go on to the
actual incident, T just want to clarify some things about the communication system that was in
place when you were there, You already mentioned that there was an Ops room...
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Right.
...so that will be the Brigade level.

So would somebody in an ops room at another camp be able to hear what was going on out on
the ground or would it have to be relayed to them by somebody?

It would have to be relayed to them and they’d probably be on a different, everybody’s on
different frequencies otherwise it would be that, that much chaos and you know.

Right, OK, s0 as an example if someone called an incident in and they were out on patrol, go
back to your ops room.

Yeah if it’s our guys it'd go back to our ops room.

Yeah, someone in your ops room would decide whether that message needed to be passed on to
someone else or would it be passed on anyway?

Yeah it would nsually passed on, it'd be put in the, everything gets logged, well it used to get
logged, all the calls would get logged.

Right.

On a radio log.

And who would do that?

There the signallers whoever’s manning the ops room at the time.
Right and how would they do that?

Manually by writing it down.

Manually, on pen and paper?

Yeah.

Right, OK and would they do that for every incident?

Yeah.
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 think you mentioned earlier that you were, you were doing some planning,

1 think so or just, I wasn’t doing much work, 1 was like in and around my area, you know,
which is the Officers and Seniors NTO’s bit that’s where I was.

Right, OK and you mentioned earlier that a message was relayed to you.
Yeah message relayed to me.
How was that done?

I think that was by, like what we call runner, just by verbally, a guy coming across to get me to
go in the ops room. ‘

Right.

And that will be one of the guys out of the ops room, I can’t remember who it was, to come and
see me but they usually have a guy spare 50 that, you know, if there’s any messages to go out,
they’ll go and get them, get the relevant person.

OK so the first thing you’re aware of is somebody comes to get you and asks you to go to the
ops room?

Yeah get your kit on and then go to the ops room to get briefed.
Did that person convey what was actually happening?

When T went to the, yeah went to see the two 1/C who was on at the time and he said ‘get your
kit together’ and I mean I took another guy with me, “you need to get down to the docks
because there’s something happening down at the docks, we think a guy’s fell in the docks, in
the water and then the guys are trying to get him out’.

OK and where did that conversation take place?
That was in the ops room.
Right and who was that conversation with? You said 2 I/C, who...

Yeah between me and 2 UC who was [N

Y238 W09 CLOSED DJEP ORIGINALLY TITLED IHAT87 A87 SAEED SHABRAM
HOLMES26 Printed On; 08/10/2018 15:34:00 Page 5 of 36






IHAT 3

w
@]
~
~

I
pg
i
(o8]

w T v
IEH E Iii
~l I ~J

I
>
ol
w

[¥)] T w
O > @]
~ - ~
~J w ~

IHAT

[#%]

SO77

g w
2l S
[ i |

SO77

SO77

I I
= >
- -
o8 W

RESTRICTED
DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

Can you remember any of the names of the people who worked in there but on a regular basis?

No, I can’t remember their names. |

What about any of the Sergeants?

wel! [N = the. was the Signal Sergeant but I can’t, I can remember the
guys faces but I can’t remember the name of them, this was years ago.

And how many people are we talking about, would’ve been in there?

On average probably about, they’d be usually an officer in there or, I mean thr 2 I/C used to be
like manning the ops room so he’d probably be either on shifts or might even be on, he might
do four hours on, four, you know, certain hours off.

Right.

But they’d be manning it 24 hours but that was his main job.
Right, OK. So you’re told by the 2 I/C...

Yeah.

...to get your kit together,

Yeah.

Can you remember exactly what it was he told you?

No 1 think, there’s some trouble down, I think, there’s some trouble down at the docks, we think
there’s a, 1 think, you know, there’s, some of our guys are trying to get someone in who’s in the
dock, out of the water.

Right.
You know, someone’s gone in the water but I can’t remember exactly what he told me.
Right.

All T know is that T got told to go basically down there and make my own, you know get down
the bottom and just see what was going on because there was, people starting to gather in that
area.
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IHAT 3 Tell me what happened next then,

SO77

Well I made my way down, down the road and then I noticed that, you know, the vehicles were
over on this side of the, this side of the camp, well this area here, this area here so I made my
way over to that area and got my vehicle in there and obviously spun my vehicle round so the
back end was facing that way and I think, no the front end was facing that way across the docks
to where, you know, and when I get down there I see two of the lads, Mr IESYOIM being
one of them, like was actually drenched through and [ can’t remember the other guy with him.

IHAT 3 OK, so can you indicate on your diagram...
(Inaudible) there like...
IHAT 3 ...where their vehicles would have been.
Roundabout here somewhere, do you want me to draw them on?
IHAT 3 Tust mark, yeah where you think the vehicles were, yep, OK and who would have been in your
vehicle with you?

My, I 1o's my driver.

IHAT 3 -?-.?

.

IHAT 3 Right.

He was always my driver.

IHAT 3 Yep, anybody else?

1 can’t remember whether, I think I took and then 1 took also the other 432 from, with me who
is like a, | FSSERII o s one of my Corporals and IIIIISYZ. | thivk there was
ihe two of us went down, it’s sort of is like two vehicles..

GINIE Oh right.

..(inaudible) at the time.

AR02020113A87-Y23B W09 CLOSED DJEP ORIGINALLY TITLED IHAT87 AS7 SAEED SHABRAM
B HOLMES26 Printed On: 08/10/2018 15:34:00 Page 9 of 36






HAT

[#%]

w
@]
~
~

T
pg
i
o8]

w
@]
~
~

I
p
=
W

w
O
<
~

T
pg
i
o8]

w
O
~
~

w
o]
~J
|

ol =
Q A
~ W

RESTRICTED
DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

And the radio equipment that you had.
Yeah,
How, is that a hand held...?
Yeah you have headphones on with a mike and then you got a handheld press up...
Right.
...that’s connected to that and into -your radio.
Right.
And like I spoke to my driver as well.
Yeah right OK, OK, so in that vehicle you would have been fully kitted up...
Yeah yeah helmet on.
..with your helmet on and you’d had been, like you say o, they call it top cover.
Top, yeah like yeah.
Yeah OK, so.
Yeah I had the machine gun with me at the top.

Right, so if, describe to me what you can sce then as you’re going down the road towards the
pumps.

Well I got down there and then sort of span into this area then got in my vehicle, told my driver
to stay in the vehicle near the time and just try, fry o work out myself what was going on, there
was like two guys like soaking wet in water and then they were insisting that they want to keep
going in the water and I was, they were both tired and like lying on the side of the dock and
absolutely worn out, you know what I mean and...

Right.

..I was saying to them what's happened? and they said a boy jumped in and he jumped in and
we not seen him and there was another guy that, they said that this kid jumped in and then the
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And I think they even try, you know, they were saying is there any chance we could get any
diving kit or anything to get the, you know, but it may well have been too late by then.

OK and the area where the soldiers were indicating that this had happened...
Yeah.

..on your drawing you've got like this jetty which is, I presume this is water is it? That comes
in here?

Yeah yeah yeah.

Yeah and whereabouts were they sort of indicating that the incident had happened? Where the
boys had gone in the water? '

I think like they said he got down and gone from one side to another.
Right.

More or less.

Right and what was in this sort of area? Was there anything there?
There was like a derelict building, that boat yard I can remember...
Yeah.

...there’s bits, there was a concrete like sort of hard standing sort of, you know, sort of there, I
can’t remember if there’s anything moored up in the jetty itself, I'm not sure.

Right.

All T remember is the jetty really to be fair, I can’t remember whether there was anything in
there.

OK and what sort of drop is there from the side of the jetty into the water?
1 don’t know, it must be about eight, ten foot probably.

Right so eight, ten foot before you get...
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Yeah.
...a period of time, were there...

As soon as I more or less, as soon as I pulled up there was like a, and you’re frying to get
explained, get an explanation from the guys on the ground what was going on.

Right.

Literally a minute after or thirty seconds after, there was people walking, walking towards, you
know what I mean, from sort of like over this area...

Right.

_walk across to here, you know, it was quite a big crowd and they seem to be coming from out
of this area round here somewhere, I don’t know where exactly where they’re coming from
but...

OK.

_there was like a mass of like hundred, you know what I mean, if...
Right, that many people?

Yeah, I mean yeah.

Right and they’re coming from a part of the Academy that anybody could have walked
through?

Yeah I mean I don’t know whether you can walk through the back of here, I can’t remember but
they were coming this direction, 1 know that for, saw them cross from here, cross the open area.

OK.

And I remember like there was one, I think there’s one guy like in dressed in like white with a
grey beard, I think he was like trying to explain him you know what had, [ think I fried to
explain to him what happened, what happened, you know but it’s a language barrier, you
know...

Yeah.

...that was the problem, the women they were just delirious because and you know shaking,
you know what I mean, the lad who was with me and T was like, you know at the end of

Y238 W09 CLOSED DJEP ORIGINALLY TITLED IHAT87 A87 SAEED SHABRAM
HOLMES26 Printed On: 08/10/2018 15:34:00 Page 17 of 36




I
=
—
W

w T 7]
O I> O
~ = 3
~ W

I
>
f
o8

SO77

T
pg
i
(o8]

7y
O
~
~

I
>
f
W

w T w
O > O
~J — ~l
~ I ~

I
>
f
o8

W
O
~
~

I
>
f
W

w
O
~
~

T
pg
i
(o8]

DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

it that we (inaudible) they could have ended up throwing him in, you know what mean, at the
end of the day so...

Right, so..,

~.I made the decision to get everybody out.

There was nobody there that could talk to the Iraqi people in their language?

No,

Right and what about any of the Iraqi’s? Could any of the Iraqi’s that were there, can you

remember having, speaking to any of them there, them speaking English? Who might have said,
you know, what had happened or...?

No not clear English, it might have been broken English but...
Right.

...know what I mean.

And you say you can remembgr having a conversation...

I think they were just like trying, I remember this guy vividly like he had a, just like dressed in
white with a grey beard and he had, I'm sure it was like a, you know, like a white dish dash...

Yeah,

-..we call them and then like a dress, I'm sure T remember saying to him we’re trying to, we’re
irying to get the boy out...

Right.
~.you know, we’ll do everything you can.
Right.

And then we went back to camp and then that’s when they said, you know, is it, did we have
any diving equipment but it had been too late then anyhow.

Yeah.
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But you know what I mean but we was trying to source something, maybe some diving
equipment.

And did that man that you were talking to, did he speak English?

1 can’t, I can’t remember, I think 1 was trying to explain cos like he seemed guieter than the
women, he was a man you know (inaudible).

OK and you’ve mentioned that there was, potentially there was another lad who, it would
appear got out of the water, did you see him at all?

No.
Have you got any idea of how he got out or where?
No, not what he looked like or anything.

No, OK. So you made the decision that because of this large crowd everyone should get out of
there? :

Yeah, otherwise we’re kind of a bit of a problem.
Yeah, OK.

Not because, as well cos of the language barrier, cos no-one can understand you and everybody,
no-one, you know what I mean.

Yeah.
That’s the problem.

Yeah, OK so did you, did you have to get, did you have to communicate back to the ops room
that that’s what you were going do?

Yeah, I just said like, you know, there’s a bit of @ crowd gettint too many, I'm getting
everybody back, that’s all T can remember saying and then went back into camp.

Right, OK.

And 1 think, you know,...
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Personal issue, would they carry anything else?

Some of them would probably have a 9m pistol.

Right, right and, right OK. So if they were going to go down there to wash their vehicles, they
would all be...

Kitted up.
.fully kitted up, they wouldn’t go out there...
No.

No, right, OK and if they were out of the vehicles and they were washing the vehicles, would
they still be in full kit with their weapons?

Yeah should be but...
Right, cos I think I asked you if you’d ever gone down there and done and you said you hadn't.
No, no.

Would it be normal for, again you’ll have to excuse my ignorance about the...

That’s alright.
..rank structure but, MrISIIN -
Yeah.

...he’s the Troop Commander...
Yeah.

.50 he's...

Higher than me,

...higher of you, so would it, if you’ve never been down there, would it be normal for him to go
down there?
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So about four sections.

Right, so four eight man sections.

Yeah I know that’s thirty two but...

Yeah.

..maybe a couple of extra guys, you know, were drafted in from the TA o help us out,
Right, OK agd who would have been in charge of each of those four sections then?
They’ll be Corporals in charge of them.

Right, can you remember the names of any of your Corporals then?

yeah, Corporal [N onc of them, there was a lad Corporal IFIOYAIM was the

guy who come with me but he was like Lance Corporal but he was, you know, he’d be given...

Right.

_.Command of like a Corporal if you like cos of how good he was, you’ve got Lance Corporal
I b was there, just trying to think of the others. Trying to, Corporal (inaudible), can’t
remember (laughs).

What about the names of any of the guys below them?

You've got like Sapper he'd be Troop Commander’s driver, SloFl I*ve said
SO71 , you got , he would have been SO71 *s driver,

he was a Sapper, SpriERSIOVVEEN who’s my driver, he was a Sapper, I don’t,

I can’t really.

Right, so each of those groups of eight...

Yeah,

How many vehicles were in each of those groups?

You have like one, we had one, eight, armoured personnel carrier with eight men in it usually.

Right, oh I see, right, OK and what sort of vehicle would that be?
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P11 probably have something at home with their name on.
Have you got photographs or?
Photographs yeah.

Yeah? OK and going back to the day in question, obviously you’ve mentioned that Mr
and the other soldiers were down there to, to wash the vehicles...

Yeah.

...and they were diesel, diesel pumps?

Yeah.

Were they going when you got there?

No I don’t think they were.

No, OK and was there anything else going on, you’ve mentioned the crowd...
Yeah.

...and you’ve obviously mentioned the two guys who’d looked as if they’d been in the water...
Yeah
_and there’s the Army vehicles, was there anything else going on, in that location?
No only the crowds, the crowd of people.

Yeah,

That’s it and just washing down the, they were washing down the vehicles and then the two
guys there.

Right and did any of the crowd, did they do anything else? You've mentioned that they...
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And Jet them, you know, what I'd seen and then they go from there.
Right, OK, so...
Why 1 was with my kit, you know, would have parked up again, my vehicle, you know.
So when you went back into the ops room, who did you report to?

1 think a bit of brief, just said to the 2 I/C what I'd done and I was down with, extracted
everybody and you know there were a fair few crowds you know, we might, you know, have
some trouble later on.

Right, OK and was the same 2 I/C that you’d spoken to that had given you the instruction to go
down there?

Yeah.

That's, JSOIB

5076 yeah.

ST ve:h, OK and I don’t know, was there any sort of discussion amongst yourself and
the other guys as to what had actually happened down there?

Yeah, you know like, obviously I spoke to my guys quickly down there what’s happened andI
said you know what the hell’s happened and they said oh like there’s one little kid jumped in
the actual, you know, the jetty and then the other one jumped in just after him but in a slightly
different place and one of them, the first kid, I think it was the first kid, didn’t come up and then
the other one like sort of swam off round, round the comer.

Right.

And he went, you know what [ mean.
And did anyone say why they...

No.

...jumped in?

No.
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RESTRICTED
DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

But was that a soldier or was that?
No it would have been one of the locals.
Right, OK.

You very often, you know if anybody come to the gate, he’d be there with the soldiers, you
know, just to obviously find out what they wanted.

OK so what would be the, I mean Mr IEYSY0MM s 2 rank above you.

So he’ll obviously, he’ll go in, he went in to speak to you know, the ops room then and let
them know what’s come in.

Right.

What's happened, when he give him his version of, you know, the story of, you know because
he was obviously higher rank... :

Yeah.

...probably highest rank down there.

So would have been there when he did that?

No Idon’t think T was.

Right and again who would he have made that report to?

Probably the 2 I/C in the oﬁs room.

Right, again that’s Mr IEeY I

Yeah, yeah, v
Right OK and how...

I think then the OC, the OC got called over the Sergeant Major then so you know what I mean,
50,
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RESTRICTED
DOCUMENT RECORD PRINT

..and just things, one thing sort of fell into another, you know what 1 mean.

OK and what about after, sort of like later on in the day, was there, was there a, I think you
mentioned in the first session that there was a debrief.

Yeah, yeah, well we have a debrief every night, you know and it...
Right.
..they talked about what happened.
Right, can you remember who gave that debrief?
Well every night we had, it would have been the OC and the 2 U/C, they all do the debriefs.
Right and what sort of, how would that take place?
We're always like sat in a room.
Yeah.
Whenever we could get in.
Right.
And then we’d just go through the days events.
Right.
And what’s happened.
Right and were you present there at that debrief? That day?
1 can’t remember whether, I usually was but I can’t remember.

Right and was this incident,  mean if you were there, can you remember this incident being
mentioned?

Yeah well it would have been mentioned cos it was the most important thing that happened that

day.
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Right and you can recall that can you? That, that instruction came out?

No but that probably would have been...

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah it seems logical.

Logical, yeah.

Yeah and what about the sort of relationships with the local population after that?
They weren’t as good as they were before.

Right and what was the inference that was sort of flying around, from them? That you were
aware of, that it had been something deliberate or?

I don’t know but like, ultimately at the time when the women were there, they just took it upon
themselves to think it was our, our doing, you know what I mean when, none of my guys had
drowned a kid, do you know what I mean, they’ve all got family and, most of them have got
family.

OK.

I mean, it was flippin heck good, we were all good friends, we used to give the kids food and all
sorts of stuff, you know what I mean.

OK and again, was there, was there any suggestion that anybody did know who this kid was?
No.
No? OK. Alright.

There was loads of kids, I mean everywhere you went in the town there was kids all around you
as soon as you pulled up. -

Right, OK and you mention about giving statements and stuff but I think you said you couldn’t
remember if you ever did...

No.
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...catry out investigations.

Yeah exactly, investigate (inaudible).

Can you remember having any contact with them?

No, I mean it was that far back, that’s why I can’t remember specifically sitting down and
giving a statement but I must of..,

Right.
...you know what I mean, cos the seriousness of, you know it’s a kid at the end of the day.

OK and can you remember was there any sort of, sort of action as a result of everyone giving
statements or anything?

No I mean, seem to carry on with daily business.

Right, so after the incident you, jfou obviously all stayed at the camp for some time afterwards 1
presume?

Yeah yeah.

OK and was anyone ever, has anyone else ever spoken to you about this?
No.

OK, right just bear with me I'm just going to go and speak to the guys.
Yeah.

LEAVES THE ROOM

ENTERS THE ROOM

Right, I think we’ve got to the end, the only thing I want to do is the drawing that you did for
me of the Naval Academy, T'll just give it a proper name, so 'm going to use your initials

B0 1, so this will now become exhibitSE01, it’s your hand drawn plan of the Naval Academy
in Traq and basically I'm just going to sign this to say that I’m going to be taking possession of
that from you, OK? '

Right.
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