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[ was formerly a member of the British Army, serving as a Sapper in the Royal
Engineers, where | trained and qualified as a Class 1 Electrician and Combat
Engineer. I joined the army as a 24 year old in 1998 with a service number of
B¢ (ot in November 2004. I am currently employed as a site electrician at

On the 6% of November 2014 T agreed to be intervi ewed by staff from the IHAT (Iraq
Historic Allegations Team) on a DVD recorded interview, which was held at my
place of work. The interview was in relation to an incident that happened in
Basra,Iraq in 2003, at which time I been part of Operation Telic during the initial
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The operational roles of our unit changed as the tour went on. Initiaily we had started
by providing combat and engineering support to 1 Black Watch as we breached
theKuwait and Iraq border. On the approach to Basra we had joined Black Watch on
raids and were involved in disposing of seized weapons and munitions for them.
However, after the fighting had calmed I became part of an electrical team who had
responsiblity for setting up electrical installations for temporary bases which were to
be used by our forces. This work often took me away from the rest of my sectionon a
day to day basis, although I was still based in the same location and shared
accommodation with them.

On the day in question I remember that the weather was hot and dry and that I was
approached by Staff Sergeant [IEISTZI At the time I believe that I would have either
have been inside our accommodation, or just outside of it. Sergeant
basically told me that we had to go to a nearby dockside area quickly because
something had happened there and we had to assist the rest of my section, who were
already there, to pack up some equipment. [ cannot remember what Sergeant
ﬁ demeanour and tone had been when he spoke to me, but the order given by
him, in itself, was nothing out of the ordinary. In my experience of my time inlraql
was always being given jobs and tasks to do. T'am no longer able to remember what
particular shift I was working that day, or what my duties were. However, due to the
fact that T hadn’t gone down to the dockside with the rest of my section I can only
assume that this happened some time during the afternoon and that I must been
committed during the earlier part of that day carrying out electrical repairs elsewhere
as | have previously mentioned. I say this because it is the only explanation I can give
for not being down at the dockside myself if the rest of the section were there.

I know now that the equipment Sergeant [ESSIEM had been referring to was a diesel
powered pump which was being utilised to pump water from the river to clean the
section's vehicles as a type of temporary wash down point. I assume that my section
must have had some spare time and were using that time effectively. To the best of
my knowledge I hadn’t known the dockside to be used for this purpose before by my
Section, Troop, or anyone else for that matter.

I hadn’t initially been aware that this temporary wash down point had been set up at
all, and the first I was aware of this was either when Sergeant gave me the
order to go with him, or when I arrived at the dockside, I can’t remember which it was
now. 1 was also unaware at that stage of which members of my Section were at the
dockside, or how long they had been there.

The dockside Sergeant|JSSIEll was referring to was located behind our base,
approximately 1- 1%2 miles away by road and this was to be the first and only time 1
was to go to that area. He and I left the base immediately after he had spoken to me,
using his 432 AFV. Somewhere in the back of my mind I think that we may have had
another person with us, but I cannot be sure about this, If there was a third person it

would have been either Sapper , or Sapper
I - s Scrgeant usual driver. I believe that I drove
to the location with Sergeant [IISSIEAM ir the Commander’s Hatch, so it is less likely
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were shouting at Sapperbecause it was a situation with lots of to'ing
and fro'ing so there may have been more Iraqi's around him at different points.

I noticed that Sapper | ESSIZII 1ooked upset, by this I mean that he wasn’t crying
but was looking gutted. It was absolutely obvious to me that something was definitely
up because of the way the Iragi's around him were behaving, they were quite irate
about something and pointing at the water. I didn't know any of the Iragi's there and
hadn’t seen any of them before or since. They were generally middle-aged, both men
and women, although there were a handful of younger Iraqi lads in their early 20's.

My first action was to go to the pump to pack up the equipment. I don't remember
anyone ordering or telling me to do this when we arrived, it was just the right and
obvious thing to do, to pack and get out as quickly as possible. If T was following an
order to do this, it would have been given by Sergeant IESSIElll because I had arrived
with him. I believe that the pump was switched off and the hose had already been
wound up by someone else, so that all I had to do was to get it back onboard the 432
parked closest to the waters edge.

I cannot remember if I had been told what had happened to make the Iragi’s so upset
when I arrived, or if [ was told later or by whom. However, I found out at some stage,
that SapperIISSIZ had gone into the water to try and rescue an Iragi lad who
had either fallen or jumped into the water after he had been fleeing cither an
argument, or afier being caught stealing electrical cable with another Iraqi. One of the
two Iragi’s had climbed out and the other didn’t make it, That is as much as [ knew
about what had happened and this must have happened before I arrived because [ did
not see any of this, Either way it was obvious from the actions of the Iragi's present at
the dockside that something bad had happened and our section needed to get out as
quickly as possible.

I couldn't understand actually what the Iragi people were shouting at Sapper
IEEZ b c2use we had no interpreters and everyone was talking in Arabic, but
again it was obvious to me from their gestures, body language and from them pointing
that something had bappened in the water and they wanted Sapperﬁ to
go in. Sapperﬁ didn't go into the water whilst I was there, which I
assume must be either because he had been ordered not to do so, or had decided
himself not to. I didn't specifically remember looking over into the water whilst I was
near the pump, but in any case  have no memory of seeing anything, or anyone in the
water.

I clearly remember that whilst I was reclaiming the pump a young [raqi lad in his late
teens or early 20's began pushing and shouting at me whilst gesturing to the water, He
then tried to grab my rifle from me. I reacted by shouting and pushing back at him and
prepared myself to take a swing at him because I was fearful of what he was doing
and losing my rifle for obvious reasons. Sergean who was nearby at the
time, saw what was happening and told me to calm down and get the pump packed
away. I didn’t strike this Iragi lad in anyway and he released his grip on my rifle
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were Troop Commander I ESSICIIN and Lance Corporal INSSIEIN «1though I
cannot say what they did whilst at the dockside because I didn’t see anything of them
apart from being aware that they were also present. I would say that the fact that
Troom was present makes it extremely likely his Spartan vehicle would
have been there and if that was the case so may have been Sapper who
would have driven him.

The whole event lasted a short space of time and for the majority of this I was loading
the pump onto the back of the 432 and packing it away. It was a manic situation and
my concern and focus was getting the equipment packed away and not really on what
other members of my section were doing.

We left the dockside as a section together. I don't specifically remember anyone
giving the order to do so as such, it was like clockwork as I recall it, with everyone
knowing what to do and where to go. Once again I drove Sergeant IIEAN 432
back with him in the Commander’s position and, as far as [ know, everyone returned
in the vehicle they had arrived in. I do not remember any radio communication with
command on route, although the procedure would have been 1o let them know we had
Jeft the dockside. If there had been any conversation about what had happened at that
stage I don't think this would have been done over the radio, although I have no
recollection of there being any conversations on the way back. The incident at the
dockside itself lasted about 10 minutes and I have no recollection of their being any
radio communications during this either. Generally speaking, the 432 commander
would have been responsible for the radio comms in the circumstances I have
described in this statement.

Looking back I wouldn’t describe my feelings at the time as being scared because my
training kicked in and took over. We had been in a hurry to leave the dockside
because we were unsure what threat the crowd posed to us and this crowd had grown
in number and became increasingly hostile the longer we were there. It is hard for me
to put a number to the Iraqi civilians that were present during the time I was there
because the number increased the longer it went on from the original ten or so.

When we got back to the base I cannot remember any specific conversations with
anyone about what had happened. I remember that Sapper INIESIZ and Lance
Corporal [IESSIEIM were both quiet. This wasn't surprising to me because they may
have seen someone drown and the after effects of this on the local population. I shared
accommodation with both of them and spent more time with them than I did with
either Sergeant [IESSIEAN or Lieutenant m

What I can say in respect of both Sergeant and Lieutenant [ INGESCHN
following the incident was that they both remained professional and didn't make it
obvious that they were upset by it. I am sure they were because it had happened on
their watch so to speak. Generally speaking my memory is clearer on the events af the
dockside than they are about things that happened after it. I would add that not long
after the incident our squadron left Iraq and returned to Germanyat the end of our

tour. Many of us went our separate ways and I also left the army not long afterwards. I
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aware there were no orders in place to deal with them and in any case it was not
something that we dealt with because we were dealing with engineering tasks. Looters
were really the infantry's responsibility. I have never personally heard of the phrase
‘wetting’ and have no knowledge of Iragis being thrown, or put into water as a form
of punishment for looting, or anything else.

Any contact I had with Iraqi civilians during my tour was very limited and apart from
the incident at the dockside the only incident I had any real dealings with them was
when doing vehicle stops at a check point. We did this for three days and on the first
day we detained some Iragi’s who were in possession of something or other, [can’t
remember what now. We had detained them in a marked off area and waited for the
Black Watch to come and collect them from us. We had tied their hands behind their
backs with plastic cable ties and kept them in a kneeling position until the Black
Watch arrived. We hadn't been trained to do vehicle checkpoints and had no
interpreters with us. I have no idea whether the way we detained them was following
the proper procedures, or whether it was just decided that it would be the best way to
deal with them at that time. As far as I know the Black Watch took these Iragi’s back
to their HQ, but T am not sure which HQ that would have been because that would
have depended on which company of the Black Watch came out to collect them from
us.

I have been asked about the pump set up at the dockside. This was basically a diesel
driven generator with one hose in the river where the pump suction caused by the
generator sucked water out of the river and blew it out of another hose. As I have said
this was switched off when I arrived. From experience I would say that if the
generator had been switched on and pumping water it would have been annoyingly
noisy, by which I mean that you would notice it but it would not have been so noisy
that you would need to wear ear defenders, or be unable to have a conversation with
someone stood close to you. It would be like standing next to a diesel lawnmower if 1
had to compare it with something. If it had been set up and working I am prefty sure
that it would have not generated enough pressure to be anything like a power washer,
but enough maybe just to rinse the vehicles. There had been no specific wash down
facilities at the base for cleaning our vehicles and in fact there had been very little
need to do so because the roads were hard and dry and there was never any need to go
off road, so really the vehicles never got very dirty at all,

I have been asked if T knew any of the people named in this statement by any other
names, or nicknames, and a little bit more about them.

In relation to Lieutenant [ EESICHE he was known as and T was also aware
that he was known as 'Troopy', which is a general term used for Troop Commanders. 1
would describe him as being OK, jokey, and quite laid back as Troop Commander’s
go. He tended to be more for being one of the lads than most Troop Commanders,
spending time with the junior ranks as well as the senior ranks. He joined our troop
approximately one week after we had been deployed and after we had already started
the campaign, by which time we had reached the Irag/Kuwait border. The last time
saw him was inGermanyafter we returned fromiragin 2003. I moved to a different
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Sapper IIISSIEI s known to me by his nickname of and I would describe
him as being a bit of a ‘cheeky chappy’, a bit of a clown and a nice lad. He didn’t
have what I would describe as a close relationship with Lieutenant IESRSISIANEE 25
such, from what I could see they got on well together in a professional sense, but
nothing other than that. I think he left the army before I did in possibly mid 2004. I
never discussed the incident at the dockside with him nor overheard him talking to
anyone else about it. He is on my Facebook friends list, but I do not have regular
contact with him. I am aware through this that he is now living in[ Il As far as T
know he did not have any tattoos.

1 have been asked what I, and others members of my section were wearing that day. I
believe that I was wearing 95 pattern green camouflage trousers and a green t-shirt,
which I think was the same for Sapper [IESSIZI At that time I seem to
remember that we were still waiting for our desert camouflage uniform to arrive. The
fact that I had my rifle makes me think that I would also have been wearing my
webbing and probably my helmet too.

I can’t say what anyone else was wearing, but it is likely that they all had the 95
pattern camouflage trousers. In the case of Lieutenant INMESIONIM and Sergeant

it was highly likely that they would have been wearing 95 pattern long-
sleeved shirts with the sleeves rolled up. I would say this because as senior members
of the troop they were expected to look smarter than the junior ranks. '

During the interview I also examined certified true copies from an album of
photographs which I know originally to be exhibit reference [l 1. In this T have
identified a number of people and locations contained in them annotating them in pen.
I signed an exhibit label which was attached to this bearing the exhibit reference
BBIZ02/THAT/87 and the description ‘Copy of Photographs Identified by I
S | handed this item m% of THAT at 4.30pm that
day when the interview concluded.

T would like to clarify that this incident happened before Combat Stress became
recognised as an addressable issue so keeping your head down and getting on with it
seemed to be the natural thing to do. This might explain why no one talked about it
after the event. How the matter was being dealt with, like most things in the army,
was on a need to know basis. It was getting dealt with and that was all I, or we,
needed to know. So again, it was a case of head’s down and get on with it.

Signed: [ Sionature Witnessed By:
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