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 AAIB Bulletin: 3/2019 OE-FAS EW/G2018/07/26

SERIOUS INCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Dornier Alpha Jet FB, OE-FAS

No & Type of Engines:  2 SNECMA Larzac 04-C20 turbofan engines

Year of Manufacture:  1980

Date & Time (UTC):  13 July 2018 at 1345 hrs

Location:  Farnborough Airport, Hampshire

Type of Flight:  Flight display  

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  None

Commander’s Licence:  Commercial Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  40 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  2,300 hours (of which 182 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 35 hours
 Last 28 days - 14 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

The aircraft had been conducting a display routine making use of smoke produced by two 
oil-fuelled smoke generators, mounted on the wing pylons.  The pilot had switched off the 
smoke generators as the aircraft turned onto the final approach to land and he observed the 
smoke stop using the cockpit-mounted mirrors.  During the approach, spectators observed 
flames coming from both smoke generators.  The pilot became aware of the flames during 
the landing roll and isolated the smoke generation system using the circuit breakers.  After 
briefly extinguishing the flames reappeared, so the pilot declared a MAYDAY.  The flames 
self-extinguished before AFRS reached the aircraft.  An examination by the operator’s 
engineers did not find any defect with the generators and all subsequent operation of the 
system has been normal.  

The event is thought to have been caused by the smoke generators being switched off as 
they ran out of fuel, which caused a small quantity of fuel to pool in the smoke generator 
nozzle which then ignited due to the residual heat present in the nozzle.


