
      
 

    

  

    

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

    

B
lu
e B

e
lt O

ve
rse

as Te
rrito

ry W
o
rk 

P
lan

: So
u
th G

e
o
rgia &

 th
e So

u
th 

San
d
w
ich Islan

d
s 

Exte
n
d
e
d O

T P
lan 

A
u
th
o
r(s): C

h
ris D

arb
y, M

arta So
ffker, A

in
sley R

iley, 

Issu
e D

ate: 0
5 O

cto
b
er 2

0
1
8 

Th
is W

o
rk P

lan h
as b

een d
evelo

p
ed o

n th
e b

asis o
f a B

lu
e B

elt P
ro
gram

m
e an

n
u
al b

u
d
ge
t o

f 

£
4
m
. 
Th
e W

o
rk P

lan d
etail is su

b
ject to u

p
d
ates to reflect o

n
go
in
g d

elivery. 
Th
e P

ro
gram

m
e 

b
u
d
ge
t fo

r FY1
9
/2
0 (an

d th
erefo

re asso
ciated activitie

s fo
r FY1

9
/2
0
) is ye

t to b
e co

n
firm

ed
. 



 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

D
ocu

m
en

t C
on

trol 


Su
b
m
itte

d to
: 

FC
O
, G

SG
SSI, B

lu
e B

elt P
ro
gram

m
e 

D
ate su

b
m
itted

: 
0
7 Sep 2

0
1
8 

P
ro
ject M

an
ager: 

P
atsy Falco

n
e
r (C

efas), P
h
ilip C

rab
tree (M

M
O
) 

R
ep

o
rt co

m
p
iled b

y: 
C
h
ris D

arb
y, M

arta So
effker, A

in
sley R

iley 

Q
u
ality co

n
tro

l b
y: 

M
artin C

o
llin

s, Jo
an
n
a Sto

ckill 

A
p
p
ro
ved b

y an
d d

ate: 
C
h
ris D

arb
y 0

7 Sep 2
0
1
8 

V
ersio

n
: 

V
6
.6 

V
ersion C

ontrol H
istory 

V
ersion 

A
uthor 

D
ate 

C
om

m
ent 

V
6
.0 

C
h
ris D

arb
y 

0
1
/0
3
/2
0
1
8 

First d
raft 

V
6
.1 

C
h
ris D

arb
y 

1
6
/0
5
/2
0
1
8 

A
m
en

d
ed fo

llo
w
in
g 

FC
O

 fee
d
b
ack o

n 
su
rvey 

V
6
.2 

M
artin C

o
llin

s 
3
1
/0
2
5
/2
0
1
8 

Q
A

 

V
6
.3 

K
atie M

cP
h
erso

n 
2
5
/0
6
/2
0
1
8 

Legislatio
n &

 licen
ces 

C
ro
ss territo

ry 

V
6
.3 

A
n
d
rew

 D
e
ary 

2
5
/0
6
/2
0
1
8 

C
ro
ss territo

ry 

V
6
.3 

Jo
an
n
a Sto

ckill 
2
5
/0
6
/2
0
1
8 

C
o
m
m
en

ts 

V
6
.4 

C
h
ris D

arb
y 

2
4
/0
7
/2
0
1
8 

U
p
d
ated su

rvey p
lan

s 
fo
llo
w
in
g B

A
S an

d FC
O

 
d
iscu

ssio
n
s 

V
6
.5 

M
artin C

o
llin

s 
0
9
/0
8
/2
0
1
8 

U
p
d
ated su

rvey p
lan

s 
fo
llo
w
in
g B

A
S an

d FC
O

 
d
iscu

ssio
n
s 

V
6
.6 

C
h
ris D

arb
y 

0
7
/0
9
/2
0
1
8 

B
aselin

e A
p
p
ro
ved 

V
6
.7 

Jo Sto
ckill, M

artin 
C
o
llin

s 
0
5
/1
0
/2
0
1
8 

C
o
m
m
en

ts an
d sign

‐o
ff 

o
f M

ilesto
n
e w

o
rd
in
g 
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2
 

W
o
rkstream

 6
: Su

rveillan
ce, co

m
p
lian

ce an
d en

fo
rcem

en
t....................................................1

2
 

Su
m
m
ary o

f key d
eliverab

les......................................................... Erro
r! B

o
o
km

ark n
o
t d

e
fin

e
d
.
 

P
age ii 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

In
tro

d
u
ctio

n 

B
ackgro

u
n
d in

fo
rm

atio
n 

So
u
th G

eo
rgia &

 th
e So

u
th San

d
w
ich Islan

d
s (SG

SSI) h
ave b

ee
n u

n
d
er U

K ad
m
in
istratio

n sin
ce 1

9
0
8
. 

Th
e islan

d
s w

ere p
art o

f th
e Falklan

d Islan
d D

ep
e
n
d
en

cies u
n
til 1

9
8
5
, w

h
en th

ey w
ere d

e
clared a 

sep
arate U

K O
verseas Territo

ry ad
m
in
istered b

y th
e G

o
vern

m
e
n
t o

f So
u
th G

eo
rgia &

 th
e So

u
th 

San
d
w
ich Islan

d
s (G

SG
SSI). Th

ere are n
o p

erm
an
e
n
t resid

en
ts in th

e Territo
ry b

u
t th

e B
ritish A

n
tarctic 

Su
rvey (B

A
S) o

p
erates tw

o b
ases o

n So
u
th G

eo
rgia. Th

e b
ase at K

in
g Ed

w
ard P

o
in
t (K

EP
) is o

p
erated 

u
n
d
er co

n
tract to G

SG
SSI an

d th
e Fo

reign an
d C

o
m
m
o
n
w
ealth O

ffice (FC
O
); it is staffed b

y eigh
t B

A
S 

p
erso

n
n
el, p

lu
s tw

o G
SG

SSI O
fficers. B

ird Islan
d h

as a year‐ro
u
n
d co

m
p
le
m
en

t o
f fo

u
r B

A
S p

erso
n
n
el 

w
h
o u

n
d
ertake lo

n
g‐term

 m
o
n
ito

rin
g o

f seab
ird

s an
d m

arin
e m

am
m
als. 

Th
e So

u
th G

e
o
rgia &

 So
u
th San

d
w
ich Islan

d
s M

aritim
e Zo

n
e w

as d
esign

ated as an In
tern

atio
n
al U

n
io
n 

fo
r C

o
n
servatio

n o
f N

atu
re (IU

C
N
) C
atego

ry V
I (Su

stain
ab
le U

se
) M

arin
e P

ro
tected A

rea (M
P
A
) in 2

0
1
2
, 

w
ith ad

d
itio

n
al sp

atial an
d seaso

n
al clo

su
res ad

d
e
d in 2

0
1
3
. 
Th

e M
P
A

 in
clu

d
es a p

ro
h
ib
itio

n o
n 

co
m
m
ercial b

o
tto

m
 traw

lin
g th

ro
u
gh
o
u
t, an

d a ran
ge o

f sp
atial an

d tem
p
o
ral clo

su
res. 

Figu
re 1

. Th
e SG

SSI M
aritim

e Zo
n
e (in

clu
d
in
g th

e SG
SSI M

P
A
). 

So
u
th G

eo
rgia &

 th
e So

u
th San

d
w
ich Islan

d
s an

d th
e
ir asso

ciated m
aritim

e zo
n
e is also claim

ed b
y 

A
rgen

tin
a. Th

e A
rge

n
tin

e m
aritim

e claim
 u
ses Sh

ag R
o
cks (Figu

re 1
) as a b

aselin
e fo

r its claim
 an

d 

h
en

ce claim
s a larger m

aritim
e zo

n
e, w

h
ich is so

m
etim

es rep
ro
d
u
ced (in

co
rrectly) o

n ch
arts. 

Th
e o

b
je
ctive o

f th
e B

lu
e B

elt in
itiative is to en

h
an
ce th

e p
ro
tectio

n o
f th

e m
arin

e en
viro

n
m
en

t acro
ss 

th
e U

K
s O

verseas Territo
ries (U

K
O
Ts). Th

e p
ro
ject stem

s fro
m

 th
e U

K G
o
vern

m
en

t’s co
m
m
itm

en
t to 

‘create a B
lu
e B

elt aro
u
n
d th

e U
K
’s 1

4 O
verseas Territo

ries, su
b
ject to lo

cal su
p
p
o
rt an

d e
n
viro

n
m
en

tal 

n
eed

’, w
ith a go

al to p
ro
te
ct o

ver 4 m
illio

n km
2 o

f o
cean b

y 2
0
2
0
. 

P
age 1 o

f 1
2 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

B
io
d
iversity 

So
u
th G

eo
rgia &

 th
e So

u
th San

d
w
ich Islan

d
s are stro

n
gly in

flu
e
n
ced b

y th
e A

n
tarctic C

ircu
m
p
o
lar 

C
u
rren

t (A
C
C
). A

s So
u
th G

e
o
rgia lies to th

e so
u
th o

f th
e A

C
C P

o
lar Fro

n
t, th

e se
as are co

ld th
ro
u
gh
o
u
t 

th
e year, w

ith sea‐su
rface te

m
p
eratu

re (SST) varyin
g fro

m
 0 to 4 °C

. Th
e So

u
th San

d
w
ich Islan

d
s are 

so
u
th o

f th
e So

u
th
ern B

o
u
n
d
ary o

f th
e A

C
C an

d th
e su

rro
u
n
d
in
g w

aters are sign
ifican

tly co
o
ler, 

reach
in
g o

n
ly 1

.5 °C in th
e su

m
m
er. Th

e w
aters aro

u
n
d SG

SSI are am
o
n
gst th

e m
o
st p

ro
d
u
ctive in th

e 

So
u
th
ern O

ce
an
, w

ith h
igh p

ro
d
u
ctivity asso

ciated w
ith elevated n

u
trien

ts w
h
ich in tu

rn su
p
p
o
rts h

igh 

d
iversity an

d ab
u
n
d
an
ce o

f m
arin

e fau
n
a. 

Th
e M

P
A

 an
d fish

in
g regu

latio
n
s are d

e
sign

ed to p
ro
tect glo

b
ally im

p
o
rtan

t b
re
ed

in
g p

o
p
u
latio

n
s o

f 

seab
ird

s an
d m

arin
e m

am
m
als, in

clu
d
in
g 4 sp

e
cies o

f alb
atro

ss (D
io
m
ed

eid
ae), five sp

e
cies o

f p
en

gu
in 

(Sp
h
en

iscid
ae), 4 m

illio
n A

n
tarctic fu

r seals (O
tariid

ae) an
d 1

1
0
,0
0
0 elep

h
an
t seals (P

h
o
cid

ae). 

Fish
eries 

Fo
u
r fish

erie
s o

p
erate in th

e SG
SSI M

aritim
e Zo

n
e; a lo

n
glin

e fish
ery fo

r P
atago

n
ian to

o
th
fish 

(D
isso

stich
u
s eleg

in
o
id
es) at So

u
th G

eo
rgia, a research an

d m
o
n
ito

rin
g fish

ery fo
r P

atago
n
ian to

o
th
fish 

an
d A

n
tarctic to

o
th
fish (D

isso
stich

u
s m

a
w
so
n
i) at th

e So
u
th San

d
w
ich Islan

d
s an

d p
elagic traw

l 

fish
eries 

at 
So
u
th 

G
e
o
rgia 

fo
r 

A
n
tarctic 

krill 
(Eu

p
h
a
u
sia 

su
p
erb

a
) 

an
d 

m
ackerel 

icefish 

(C
h
a
m
p
so
cep

h
a
lu
s g

u
n
n
a
ri). 

Th
e SG

SSI m
aritim

e zo
n
e falls w

ith
in th

e area o
f ju

risd
ictio

n o
f th

e C
o
n
ven

tio
n fo

r th
e C

o
n
servatio

n o
f 

A
n
tarctic M

arin
e Livin

g R
e
so
u
rces (C

C
A
M
LR
), to w

h
ich th

e U
K is a sign

ato
ry; th

e SG
SSI m

aritim
e zo

n
e 

falls w
ith

in C
C
A
M
LR A

reas 4
8
.2
, 4

8
.3 an

d 4
8
.4
. 
C
o
n
seq

u
en

tly, all th
e fish

erie
s in th

e area are also 

su
b
ject to C

C
A
M
LR regu

latio
n
s. Th

e SG
SSI go

vern
m
en

t accep
ts an

d en
fo
rces th

e
se m

easu
res, b

u
t h

as 

also in
tro

d
u
ced ad

d
itio

n
al m

o
re restrictive m

easu
re
s to th

o
se agreed b

y C
C
A
M
LR
, e.g. seaso

n
al 

(w
in
ter o

n
ly) restrictio

n
s o

n th
e krill fish

eries. Th
e SG

SSI su
stain

ab
le u

se M
arin

e P
ro
tected A

rea (M
P
A
) 

w
as d

eclare
d in Fe

b
ru
ary 2

0
1
2 an

d o
ccu

p
ies 1

.0
7 m

illio
n km

2 . 
A
ll G

SG
SSI fish

eries are co
n
sid

ered 

su
stain

ab
ly m

an
aged b

y C
C
A
M
LR an

d th
e So

u
th G

e
o
rgia to

o
th
fish an

d icefish fish
eries review

ed an
d 

certifie
d as su

stain
ab
le b

y th
e M

arin
e Stew

ard
sh
ip C

o
u
n
cil (M

SC
). 

A
ll vessels are licen

ced b
y G

SG
SSI an

d are req
u
ired to carry in

tern
atio

n
al scie

n
tific o

b
servers, w

h
o 

reco
rd fish

in
g activities an

d co
llect b

io
lo
gical d

ata. A
 d
ed

icate
d p

atro
l vessel, P

h
aro

s SG
, co

n
d
u
cts 

regu
lar su

rveillan
ce p

atro
ls carryin

g G
SG

SSI e
n
fo
rcem

en
t o

fficers w
h
o are also C

C
A
M
LR in

sp
e
cto

rs. 

O
th
e
r activities 

To
u
rism

 an
d asso

ciated d
istu

rb
an
ce rep

resen
ts a th

reat to th
e islan

d
s b

u
t is regu

lated b
y th

e 

In
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South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands Work Programme
 

This work programme has been planned to help Government of South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands (GSGSSI) develop, implement and enforce marine protection 

strategies within the MPA, as part of the Blue Belt Programme. Proposed deliverables have been planned to meet GSGSSI needs and comply with the objectives that underpin 

the Blue Belt mandate. All work proposed as part of this plan is discussed and agreed with GSGSSI. Quarterly update meetings will be held with GSGSSI, MMO and Cefas to 

discuss issues, progress and changes to the work programme. 

Workstream 1: Legislation, policy and strategy 

The South Georgia & South Sandwich Islands Marine Protected Area (MPA) was designated in 2012, with additional spatial and seasonal closures added in 2013. The MPA 

Activity: Advice on, and support for, the development of legislation, management strategies and policies 

includes a prohibition on commercial bottom trawling throughout, and a range of spatial and temporal closures. 

Following discussions with the GSGSSI support is needed for the updating of the fisheries ordinance to include a penalty points system for fishing vessels and updated fishery 

officer powers. The following deliverables and activities are planned to achieve this objective (Table 1). 
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Table1. Planned tasks for South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands legislation, policy and strategy workstream. The lead organisation or contact (where identified) is included in bold type. 

Outcome Activity ID Tasks / Outputs Description Deliverables 
Mandate 
Objectives 

When Who 

LEGISLATION, POLICY AND STRATEGY 
Laws and 
policies to 
underpin 
designation 
and 
management. 

Update of 
Fisheries 
Ordinance to 
include: 

Penalty points 
system for 
fishing vessels 

Updated Fishery 
Officer Powers 

SGSSI 
1.1 

Policy instructions 
drafted by GSGSSI (in 
conjunction with 
MMO/FCO). 

Submit policy to 
drafters 

Policy description and drafting 
guidance notes for SGSSI legal 
team. Outline of points system 
for vessels and update of new 

powers 
First draft of legislation produced 
in response to policy and drafting 

note 

Policy Document 
Drafting note document 

Powers summary 

Enforcement 

2 Jan ‐
25Feb 
2018 

MMO 
SG Govt 

SG Legal Team 
Draft 1 legislation 

26 Feb ‐
18 Mar 
2018 

Update legislation 
Consultation (6 

weeks) 

First draft of legislation reviewed 
and comments provided by Blue 
Belt team, SGSSI and MMO legal 
Draft released for consultation. 

Responses received, 
consolidated, responded to and 

comments adopted into 
legislation where appropriate 

Draft 2 legislation 
19 Mar ‐
6 May 
2018 MMO 

MMO Legal 
SG Gvt 
SG Govt Consultation 

28 May ‐
8 Jul 
2018 

Develop guidance 
Submit to AG 

This will underpin the legislation 
and provide guidance for fishing 

industry and enforcement 
officers. 

Final draft of legislation 
submitted for approval 

Consolidation of 
consultation responses 

9 Jul ‐ 29 
Jul 2018 

SG Govt 
SG Legal Team 

MMO 
SG Govt 
SG AG 

Final draft of Legislation 
30 Jul ‐
18 Nov 
2018 

Guidance 
30 Jul ‐
18 Nov 
2018 

Final draft approved 
19 Nov ‐
2nd Dec 
2018 
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Outcome Activity ID Tasks / Outputs Description Deliverables 
Mandate 
Objectives 

When Who 

Laws and 
policies to 
underpin 
designation 
and 
management. 

Update of 
Fisheries 
Ordinance to 
include: 

Penalty points 
system for 
fishing vessels 

Updated Fishery 
Officer Powers 

SGSSI 
1.1 

Submission to 
Commissioner; 

Final draft of legislation 
submitted for approval Final draft approved 

Enforcement 

3 Dec ‐ 7 
Dec 2018 

SG Commissioner 

Legislation released 
Legislation agree, ratified and in 

place 
Updated legislation 

10‐Dec‐
18 

SG Govt 

Policy instructions 
drafted by GSGSSI (in 
conjunction with 
MMO/FCO). 

Policy description and drafting 
guidance notes for SGSSI legal 
team. Outline of points system 
for vessels and update of new 

powers 

Policy Document 
Drafting note document 

Powers summary 

2 Jan ‐
25Feb 
2018 

MMO 
SG Govt 

Submit policy to 
drafters 

First draft of legislation produced 
in response to policy and drafting 

note 
Draft 1 legislation 

26 Feb ‐
18 Mar 
2018 

SG Legal Team 
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Workstream 2: Resource assessment and management 

Activity: Determine sustainable harvests for fisheries and advise on sustainable fisheries strategies and management plans 

CCAMLR has scheduled a krill acoustic Synoptic Survey of CCAMLR Area 48, extending from the South Atlantic to the Antarctic Peninsula in 2019. It will cover the UK OT 

regions South Georgia, the South Sandwich Islands and the British Antarctic Territory. The survey, which comprises a multinational acoustic survey with contributions from 

both research and fishing vessels, will form a key baseline for CCAMLR advice and policy decisions on the management of krill. The proposed survey design will closely follow 

the similar CCAMLR 2000 krill Synoptic Survey. 

The SSI have been identified as data poor by CCAMLR as well as by the five‐year GSGSSI MPA review, which the Blue Belt is helping to support. The Blue Belt will contribute 

to the survey by working with British Antarctic Survey to undertake an acoustic survey of krill in the South Sandwich Islands region on the RRS Discovery. The UK survey will 

form a major part of the UK contribution to the CCAMLR multinational programme. The survey results will directly impact the management of the krill fishery across the 

whole of the Antarctic region covered by BAT and SGSSI. 

In addition there is an ad‐hoc support and advice task is included to support GSGSSI, notably in support of the SGSSI MPA review, which started in 2017 and is scheduled to 

complete in the first half of the year. 
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Table 2. Planned tasks for South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands Resource Assessment and Management workstream. The lead organisation or contact (where identified) is included in bold type. 

Outcome Activity ID Tasks / Outputs Description Deliverables 
Mandate 
Objectives 

When Who 

RESOURCE ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT 

Ensure 
monitoring and 
sustainable 

management of 
fisheries. 

Determine sustainable harvests for 
fisheries and advice on sustainable 
fisheries strategies and management 

plans. 

SGSSI 2.1 

Ad‐hoc support & 
advice, including 

logistical and science 
support the GSGSSI 

MPA review 

Ad‐hoc support & advice on 
the SGSSI region 

Research reports 
and advice as 
required 

Management 
Annual Cefas 

SGSSI 2.2 

Undertake krill 
acoustic survey of the 
South Sandwich Islands 

on RRS Discovery 

Blue Belt has agreed with 
BAS to extend RRS Discovery 

cruise 98 by 14 days to 
include a krill acoustic 
survey in the South 

Sandwich Islands. The cruise 
will be implemented by BAS 
with Cefas participation. 

1) Krill survey of 
the South 
Sandwich 
Islands 

2) Cruise report 
3) Submission of 

data to 
CCAMLR 

4) Papers to 
CCAMLR; 

5) Scientific 
publications 

Management 
Feb 
2019 

BAS/ 
Cefas 

Page 8 of 12
 



   

       

 

           

                               

                                                     

                                                   

                                                   

                                               

      

                                                             

                                                     

                                  

                                                 

                                                         

                      

     

                                                     

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

         

 

 

 

Workstream 3: Biodiversity and habitat use 

Activity: Develop an understanding of the biodiversity of marine environment, as well as the associated threats. 

There is limited information available on the benthic biodiversity of the SGSSI MZ particularly in deep water; a deep‐water camera system has been procured to provide the 

capability to collect data in this environment. The system will be deployed on two surveys to collect information within the established South Georgia & South Sandwich 

Islands MPA to collect information on the deep‐water ecosystem and any visible impact of historic and current longline fishing. Areas for the survey have previously been 

identified by Cefas and include fished areas, closed areas and areas where fishing has been discontinued, to enable recovery (if impacted) to be evaluated. 

Cefas will conduct a benthic survey in the South Sandwich Islands region of the SGSSI MPA on the RSS Discovery in February 2018/19. The survey will be designed to fill the 

data gap on the deep water benthic marine environment at the South Sandwich Islands using the Blue Belt deep water camera. The information collected will feed directly 

into the research and monitoring information required for the future design and management of the SGSSI MPA. 

The scientific expedition will include research teams from Cefas as well as invited external scientists. It will collect benthic biodiversity information from the South Sandwich 

Islands. The drivers for the survey are the recent high profile of the SSI and the southern UK maritime zone region, below 60ᵒ South, which extends into CCAMLR and the 

provision of science reports and advice to the SGSSI MPA reviews. 

Long‐line benthic interactions 

In addition to the deep‐water camera surveys, two activities are scheduled to use the long lines deployed by fishing vessels to collect information on the potential interactions 

between long lines and the benthos at South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands. Two types of long line cameras have been purchased along with motion sensors that can 

be attached to long lines. The cameras and sensors are being deployed on long lines and the information analysed to examine the movement of the lines when deployed and 

recovered and the benthic environment in the areas in which they are deployed. The data will be used within a risk modelling analysis leading to advice and scheduled for 

Benthic biodiversity survey 

2019/20. 
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Table 3. Planned tasks for South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands Biodiversity and Habitat Use workstream. The lead organisation or contact (where one has been identified) is shown in bold type. 

Outcome Activity ID 
Tasks / 
Outputs 

Description Deliverables 
Mandate 
Objectives 

When Who 

BIODIVERSITY AND HABITAT USE 
Enhanced 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
marine 
biodiversity and 
threats to the 
marine 
environment to 
inform design of 
marine 
protection. 

Develop an 
understanding 
of the 
biodiversity of 
marine 
environment, as 
well as their 
associated 
threats. 

GSGSSI 
3.1 

Spatial 
modelling of 
risk 

Modelling of the 
South Georgia 
longline fishery to 
produce an 
ecosystem risk map 

3D spatial and temporal modelling 
tool that allows managers to 
evaluate and optimise the spatial 
management of the longline 
fishery 

Design, 
Management 

Deferred to 2019 Cefas 

GSGSSI 
3.2 

Pharos 
seabed 
benthic 
survey, SG 

Trials of the Cefas 

deep water camera 

system from the 

Pharos collecting 

data in the South 

Georgia 

1) Testing of the deep sea camera 
2) Collection of data in and 
adjacent to the SG benthic closed 
areas in the SG MPA 
3) Collection of data in areas that 
are frequently fished by long lines 
4) Report 

Design, 
Management, 
Monitoring of 
Environment 

April ‐May 2018 

Cefas BAS 

GSGSSI 
3.3 

RRS Discovery 
benthic 
survey of SSI 

Cefas benthic survey 
of the South 
Sandwich Islands 

1) Camera survey of the benthic 
environment at the South 
Sandwich Islands 
2) Benthic trawl survey 
3) Report 

Design, 
Management, 
Monitoring of 
Environment 

February ‐March 
2019 

Cefas 
Others 
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Outcome Activity ID 
Tasks / 
Outputs 

Description Deliverables 
Mandate 
Objectives 

When Who 

Enhanced 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
marine 
biodiversity and 
threats to the 
marine 
environment to 
inform design of 
marine 
protection. 

Develop an 
understanding 
of the 
biodiversity of 
marine 
environment, , 
as well as their 
associated 
threats. 

GSGSSI 
3.4 

Longline foot 
print monitor 
deployment 

Deployment of 
movement sensors 
on long lines in the 
South Georgia 
fishery, analysis and 
modelling of the 
movement of lines 
and determination 
of their 
environmental foot 
print. 

1) Movement data collected from 
long lines deployed in the South 
Georgia fishery 
2) Analysis and advice on the 
potential footprint of long lines on 
the seabed 
3) Annual reports on progress 

Design, 
Management, 
Monitoring of 
Environment 

May 2018 ‐ onwards 

Cefas 

GSGSSI 
3.5 

Longline 
camera 
deployment 

Deployment of 
individual long line 
cameras in the South 
Georgia fishery, 
analysis and 
determination of the 
benthic species 
associated with the 
long line fishing 
areas. 

1) Ecosystem data collected from 
long lines deployed in the South 
Georgia fishery 
2) Analysis and advice on the 
potential footprint impact of long 
lines on the seabed 
3) Annual reports on progress 

Design, 
Management, 
Monitoring of 
the 
Environment 

May 2018 ‐ onwards 
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Workstream 4: Data systems and management 

Activity: Capacity building, facilities and improvements to existing systems / processes 

The British Antarctic Survey (BAS) provide database support to the GSGSSI and the FCO and CCAMLR data are submitted and stored within an international database. The 

systems are fully developed and undergo regular review and revision; consequently, no activities were identified as a priority in this workstream. There will be a requirement 

for data storage from the survey, but that will be as part of the cross

Cross‐cutting surveillance, compliance and enforcement activities 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 4.1, 5.1, 6.1 7.1, 7.2 and 8.1 apply to the SGSSI area. 

‐project data storage capability. 

Workstream 5: Local capacity and training 

Activity: Training, capacity building, facilities and local engagement 

A scoping exercise on training needs was carried out in SGSSI and some training requirements were requested. These will be captured under 5.1 of the cross cutting plan 

Workstream 6: Surveillance, compliance and enforcement 
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