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 AAIB Bulletin: 5/2019 DJI Matrice 100 EW/G2019/02/01

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration: DJI Matrice 100, (UAS, registration n/a)

No & Type of Engines:  4 DJI Electric motors

Year of Manufacture:  Unknown (Serial no: M02DC105020008) 

Date & Time (UTC):  4 February 2019 at 1015 hrs

Location:  In a field near Clough Road, Hull

Type of Flight:  Aerial Work 

Persons on Board: Crew - None Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - N/A Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Rotors damaged and water ingress

Commander’s Licence:  Other

Commander’s Age:  53 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  15 hours 
 Last 90 days - 5hours
 Last 28 days - 2 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

The drone operator was tasked to undertake a search of a drainage system in the Hull area 
for a missing person.  After the setup and the pre-flight checks, the drone was flown to the 
search area over the water.  As the drone approached the water, the Collision Avoidance 
System started to activate and climbed the drone away from the water.  The operator did not 
correct the flightpath in time to prevent the drone contacting some branches overhanging 
the drainage system and the drone fell into the water.

The drone operator considered that he had agreed to fly too close to the water and trees in 
order to carry out the search.  As a result, the organisation has changed the risk assessment 
for such searches to state that flight will not take place below 10 metres when over water.


