
 

   
          

 
 

 
  

  
 

 

 
   

 

  

 
 

  

  
   

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
  

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

Official Statistics 

Childcare providers and inspections 
This release contains: 

 The number of Ofsted registered childcare providers and places, and their most 
recent inspection outcomes on 31 March 2018. 

 The number of providers that have registered with Ofsted (joiners) and the number 
of providers that have left (leavers) between 31 December 2017 and 31 March 
2018. 

The number of childminders 
registered with Ofsted has 
continued to decrease. 

The number of non-domestic 
providers has increased 
slightly. 

More than nine in 10 providers 
on the Early Years Register 
were judged to be good or 
outstanding. 

The proportion of childminders 
judged to be good or 
outstanding is nearing that of 
non-domestic providers. 

There were 41,700 childminders registered with Ofsted 
on 31 March 2018. This was down by 600 (1%) since 
31 December 2017, and by 15,700 (27%) since 31 
August 2012. 

There were 27,200 childcare providers on non-
domestic premises on 31 March 2018. There were 
more non-domestic joiners than leavers between 31 
December 2017 and 31 March 2018. 

The proportion of childcare providers on the Early 
Years Register judged to be good or outstanding was 
94%. This has been consistent since 31 August 2017, 
but represents an increase of 20 percentage points 
since 31 August 2012. 
On 31 March 2018, 94% of childminders were judged 
good or outstanding compared with 95% of non-
domestic providers. This gap has narrowed by one 
percentage point since 31 December 2017. 

Figure 1: Overall effectiveness of active early years registered providers at their most 
recent inspection over time 
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Introduction 
The early years and childcare sector is primarily made up of private nurseries, pre-schools 
and childminders. These are categorised into four provider types: 

Type of provider Description 

Childcare on non- Nurseries, pre-schools, holiday clubs and other private provision on business 
domestic premises premises, usually registered on the Early Years Register (EYR) because they 

look after children aged 0 to 5. 

Childminders People who are paid to look after one or more children they are not related to 
in someone’s home. The majority are registered on the EYR because they look 
after children aged 0 to 5, but those who look after 5 to 7 year olds need to 
register on the Childcare Register (CR). 

Childcare on domestic Where four or more people look after children together in someone’s home. 
premises The majority are registered on the EYR and some are registered on the CR, 

depending on the age of the children they look after. 

Home childcarers Nannies who care for children aged 0 to 18 wholly or mainly in the child’s own 
home. They are not required to register with Ofsted but may choose to do so 
on the Voluntary Childcare Register (VCR). 

Childcare on non-domestic premises and childminders make up the majority of early years 
provision registered with Ofsted. Further information about provider types is available in 
the Glossary. 

Childcare in early years also occurs in the schools sector. This takes place in maintained 
nursery schools (state-run nurseries), early years provision within maintained schools and 
academies, and within independent schools. 

For more information on maintained school inspections and outcomes, please refer to 
Ofsted’s official statistics on maintained schools and academies inspections and outcomes: 
www.gov.uk/government/collections/maintained-schools-and-academies-inspections-and-
outcomes-official-statistics. 

For more information on non-association independent schools inspections and outcomes, 
please see Ofsted’s management information release on non-association independent 
schools: www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/non-association-independent-
schools-inspections-and-outcomes-management-information. 

Please note that Ofsted only inspect non-association independent schools. Association 
independent schools are inspected by the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) – 
www.isi.net – or the School Inspection Service (SIS) – www.schoolinspectionservice.co.uk. 
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Table 1: Percentage of childminders and non-domestic providers judged good or 
outstanding on 31 March 2018, by region 

Region 
England 95 94 
North West 95 93 
North East 98 95 
Yorkshire and The Humber 96 94 
East Midlands 94 94 
West Midlands 95 93 
East of England 95 95 
London 92 90 
South East 95 95 
South West 95 96 

Childcare on non-
domestic premises (%) Childminder (%) 

Additional information on local authorities and parliamentary constituencies can be found 
in the provider level data file which accompanies this release. 

Childminder agencies 
Childminder agencies were introduced in September 2014, enabling new childminders to 
choose to register with Ofsted directly or register with an agency. Existing childminders 
could also choose to deregister with Ofsted and register instead with a childminder 
agency. Childminder agencies have the responsibility of inspecting the childminders who 
are registered with them, with Ofsted inspecting the childminder agencies.  

Childminder agencies are only eligible for inspection when they have childminders on roll 
and there are only two overall effectiveness inspection outcomes: ‘Effective’ and 
‘Ineffective’. On 31 March 2018, eleven childminder agencies were registered with Ofsted. 
Of these, seven had childminders on roll and were therefore eligible for inspection. Four 
childminder agencies have been inspected to date and all have been judged ‘Effective’. 

Data for childminder agencies is available from the provider level data file on the page for 
the Official Statistics release on 31 March 2018: 
www.gov.uk/government/collections/early-years-and-childcare-statistics. 

Notes 
An explanation about main uses of this data, further contextual information and the 
arrangements for quality assurance is provided in the methodology and quality report 
which accompanies this release. 

The methodology and quality report also provides information on the strengths and 
limitations of the statistics. 
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Further information 
Ofsted publishes information on the inspection of early years providers on the gov.uk 
website: 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/early-years-and-childcare-statistics 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-inspection-framework-education-skills-
and-early-years-from-september-2015 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/framework-for-the-regulation-of-provision-on-the-
childcare-register. 

Contact for comments or feedback 
If you have any comments or feedback on this publication, please contact Anita Patel on 
03000 130 914 or Anita.Patel@ofsted.gov.uk. 

15 
Childcare providers and inspections
Responsible Statistician: Anita Patel, Anita.Patel@ofsted.gov.uk Published on: 27 June 2018. 

mailto:Anita.Patel@ofsted.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/early-years-and-childcare-statistics
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-inspection-framework-education-skills-and-early-years-from-september-2015
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-inspection-framework-education-skills-and-early-years-from-september-2015
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/framework-for-the-regulation-of-provision-on-the-childcare-register
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/framework-for-the-regulation-of-provision-on-the-childcare-register
mailto:Anita.Patel@ofsted.gov.uk


 
 

   
          

  

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

  
  

 
  

 
   

 

  

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
   

   
  
   

 

  

 

Official Statistics 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates 
and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in 
education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and 
children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family Court Advisory and Support 
Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education and skills, 
adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children 
looked after, safeguarding and child protection. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or 
Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or 
medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence, write to the Information 
Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

This publication is available at www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 
Manchester 
M1 2WD 

T: 0300 123 1231 
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

© Crown copyright 2018 
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