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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 200604008
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  

“Please can I have the following information: 

(i) the number of non-molestation orders, 
(ii) the number of occupation orders and
(iii) the number of domestic violence protection orders issued between 23 March and 10 May in 2019 and the same dates for 2020.”
Your request has been handled under the FOIA.

I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested and I have provided some of it below with accompanying notes:
In England and Wales:
(i) There were 3,962 non-molestation orders granted between 23rd March and 10th May 2019.
(ii) There were 324 occupation orders granted between 23rd March and 10th May 2019.
(iii) There were 1,009 Domestic Violence Protection Orders issued between 23rd March to 10th May 2019, and 1,114 issued between 23rd March to 10th May 2020*.

*Note:

a) The data is based on the case completion date. 

b) The data shows a count of the number of cases where an Application for a Domestic Violence Protection Order (Offence Code CS10501) was made, not the number of defendants, and regardless of the outcome of the Application.

c) The data then shows the number of cases where the Libra DVPO Result code has been applied for cases from 23 March to 10 May for 2019 and 2020. Where the DVPO Result code has not been applied but the Case has been resulted as Granted, this has been counted. Where both DVPO and Granted have been applied to the same Case ID only the DVPO has been counted.

d) The data provided is the most recent available and for that reason might differ slightly from any previously published information.

e) Data are taken from a live management information system and can change over time.

f) Data are management information and are not subject to the same level of checks as official statistics; this data can be provided under the Freedom of information request.

g) The data has not been cross referenced with case files.

Please be informed that some of the information, which covers 1 January 2020 to date for non-molestation and occupation orders, is exempt from disclosure under section 44(1)(a) of the FOIA, which refers to prohibitions on disclosure ‘by or under any enactment’ of the FOIA.  In this case, the information you are seeking is prohibited by the Statistics and Registration Services (SRS) Act 2007 and the Pre-release Access to Official Statistics Order 2008. 

The information you have requested is a subset of the Family Court Quarterly Statistics data held in its final form which we routinely publish. Information for 2020, including the period in question, is planned for publication on 25 June 2020 (up to March 2020) and 24 September 2020 (up to June 2020). As such we are required to consider your request in a manner compliant with the Pre-release Access to Official Statistics Order 2008 further to sections 11 and 13 of the (SRS Act 2007). 

The MoJ is obliged under section 13 of the SRS Act to continue to comply with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics (the Code) for statistics designated as National Statistics. Section 11(3) of the SRS Act regards the Pre-Release Access to Official Statistics Order as being included in the Code. Protocol 2 of the Code reflects the requirements of the Pre-Release Access to Statistics Order. Specifically, it requires producers of official statistics to ensure that no indication of the substance of a statistical report is made public, or given to the media or any other party not recorded as eligible for access prior to publication. I can confirm that the MoJ does publish information on domestic violence remedy orders from 1 January 2020 onwards, as part of National Statistics. Therefore, to now disclose as part of your FOI request, will violate the provisions of section 13 of the SRS Act and the Pre-Release Access Order to Official Statistics 2008 and as such engages the exemption under section 44(1)(a) of the FOIA.

Section 44 is an absolute exemption and does not require a public interest test.

Outside the scope of the FOIA, I can mention that during the Covid-19 pandemic, HMCTS has continued to prioritise domestic violence injunction orders, ensuring that hearings can take place by telephone or video. Where necessary, for example where the victim and perpetrator are in the same property, the judiciary has been prepared to consider applications on paper without the need for a hearing.
Guidance has been issued to HMCTS staff stating that any application for a non-molestation order must be referred to a Judge within 3 hours of receipt and where necessary an emergency hearing arranged. 

We are also providing £800k funding this year to the Finding Legal Options for Women project (FLOWS), run by the Royal Courts of Justice & Islington Citizens Advice Bureaux (RCJ Advice), who provide free legal support to victims of domestic abuse who wish to apply for an emergency protective order from the courts.
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