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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 200512022
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  

Hello, hope you are well, would you have some statistics i've been asked to email this address stating Freedom of information to get it

I just wanted to know in civil legal matters do you know on average what percentage of claims statistically are won by the plaintiff 

Also do you know what percentage of applications to set a claim aside are successful

Your request has been handled under the FOIA.

I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested and I have provided it below, with some further explanation of the process included for context.
Almost all default judgments being in favour of the plaintiff (89.1% of judgments in 2019 were default judgments). However, please note that not all cases end in a judgment; some claims will be withdrawn or struck out and some that are defended will be settled outside of the courts knowledge. There is no requirement for parties to continue to use the court process if they have found an alternative resolution. For all other judgment types, in 2019, 98.2% of judgments were in favour of the plaintiff.

Regarding applications to set aside a judgment, 57.6% of applications to set aside specified claim judgments were successful in 2019. This data does not include personal injury or other unspecified judgments that are set aside before final hearing.

For reference, information on judgments as a whole can be located in table 1.4 in the below link to Civil Justice Statistics Quarterly.  Click on Civil Service Statistics Quarterly: October to December 2019 Tables
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/civil-justice-statistics-quarterly-october-to-december-2019
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