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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 200324006
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  

The Q4 2019 Family Court Statistics are due to be released on Thurs 26th March 2020. Can you please provide with FOI data:

1. The quarterly data from Q4 2019 for Non-molestation Orders, Occupancy Orders, Prohibited Steps Orders, Residency Orders, Contact Order, Divorce Petition, Decree Nisi and Decree Absolute by each family court, each designated family judge area, each region of England and Wales. Please also include the total number of each orders for all family courts in England & Wales.

2. The quarterly data from Q4 2019 for NMO and Occupancy Order data, please break down the data into the sub-category of applicants for these orders that are given: ex-parte male, ex-parte women, ex-parte unknown gender, on notice male, on notice female & on notice unknown gender for each family courts, each designated family judge area, each region of England and Wales. Please also include the total number of each orders for all family courts in England & Wales.

3. The quarterly data from Q4 2019 for solicitor firms supporting the application for NMO and Occupancy Orders for each family court in each region in England and Wales. Please also include the total number of each orders for all family courts in England & Wales.

4. The quarterly data from Q4 2019 for number of civil legal aid applications for family matters and divorce each county / city area in each region of England and Wales.

5. The quarterly data from Q4 2019 for the supporting evidence for domestic violence under paragraph 12 of Part 1, Schedule 1 of LASPO Aat 2012

(para 1) Arrest for a relevant domestic violence offence

(para 2) A relevant police caution for a domestic violence offence

(para 3) Relevant ongoing criminal proceedings

(para 4) A relevant conviction for a domestic violence offence

(para 5) Bind overs connected with a domestic violence offence

(para 6) Domestic violence protection notice

(para 7) A relevant protective injunction

(para 8) Undertaking

(para 9) Finding of fact

(para 10) Expert report produced as evidence for court/tribunal

(para 11) Letter or report from an appropriate health professional

(para 12) An appropriate health professional referral to a domestic violence support service

(para 13) Multi-agency risk assessment conference (or other local safeguarding forum)

(para 14) Letter from an independent domestic violence advisor/advocate

(para 15) Letter from an independent sexual violence advisor/advocate

(para 16) Letter from local authority or housing association

(para 17) Letter from organisation providing domestic violence support services

(para 18) Letter from organisation providing domestic violence support services - refusal of admission to a refuge

(para 19) Letter from public authority

(para 20) Leave to remain in the UK under paragraph 289B of the Immigration Rules

(para 21) Financial abuse

6. The quarterly data from Q4 2019 for the supporting evidence for protection of children under paragraph 13 of Part 1, Schedule 2 of LASPO Act 2012

(para 1) Arrest for a child abuse offence

(para 2) Relevant police caution for a child abuse offence

(para 3) Relevant ongoing criminal proceedings for a child abuse offence

(para 4) Relevant conviction for a child abuse offence

(para 5) Relevant protective injunction

(para 6) Finding of fact

(para 7) Social services letter

(para 8) Social services letter - child protection plan

(para 9) Application for a protective injunction together with an application for a prohibited steps order

7. The quarterly data from Q1 2011 to Q4 2020 for divorce petition to show the sub-category of the grounds for divorce for England and Wales: 

(A) Adultery

(B) Adultery and Unreasonable Behaviour

(C) Unreasonable Behaviour

(D) Desertion

(E) 2 Year Separation with Agreement

(F) 5 year Separation without Agreement

8. Regions to be defined as:

London

Midlands

North Eastern

North Western

South Eastern

South Western

Wales

9. The designated Family Judge areas to be defined as: 

Birmingham DJF

Bournemouth and Poole DFJ

Brighton (Sussex)  DFJ

Bristol DFJ

Caernarfon DFJ

Cardiff DFJ

Carlisle DFJ

Central Family Court DFJ

Chelmsford DFJ

Cleveland and South Durham DFJ

Coventry DFJ

Derby DFJ

East London DFJ

Exeter DFJ

Guildford DFJ

Kingston-upon-Hull DFJ

Leeds DFJ

Leicester DFJ

Lincoln DFJ

Liverpool DFJ

Luton DFJ

Manchester DFJ

Medway DFJ

Newcastle upon Tyne DFJ

Northampton and Milton Keynes DFJ

Norwich DFJ

Nottingham DFJ

Oxford DFJ

Peterborough DFJ

Plymouth DFJ

Portsmouth DFJ

Preston DFJ

Reading DFJ

Sheffield DFJ

South East Wales DFJ

Stoke on Trent DFJ

Swansea DFJ

Swindon DFJ

Taunton DFJ

Truro DFJ

Watford DFJ

West London DFJ

Wolverhampton DFJ

Worcester DFJ

Wrexham DFJ

York DFJ.

I realise with the current coronavirus crisis that there may be a delay in your response to my FOI request due to short staffing.
Your request has been handled under the FOIA.

I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested relating to quarter 4 and I have provided it in the Excel spreadsheets in the attached Annex. 
Please note that in several tables, the Court Tribunal Service Centre (CTSC) has been used alongside the regions and DFJ areas listed in your request. This is because those regions/DFJ areas are defined by the location of the court that handles the case. As the CTSC handles cases from various areas, this has been separated out on advice from operational colleagues.
However, some of the information is exempt from disclosure under section 40(2) of the FOIA, because it contains personal data.  If a request is made for information and the total figure amounts to five people or fewer, the MoJ must consider whether this could lead to the identification of individuals and whether disclosure of this information would be in breach of our statutory obligations under the General Data Protection Regulation and/or the Data Protection Act 2018. We believe that the release of some of this information would risk identification of the individuals concerned. For this reason, MoJ has chosen not to provide an exact figure where the true number falls between one and five. However, it should not be assumed that the actual figure represented falls at any particular point within this scale; 'five or fewer' is used as a replacement value from which it would be difficult to isolate or extract any individual data.

Personal data can only be released if to do so would not contravene any of the data protection principles set out in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulation and section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018.

We believe releasing the requested information into the public domain would be unlawful. Individuals have a clear and strong expectation that their personal data will be held in confidence and not disclosed to the public under the FOIA.  

This is an absolute exemption and does not require a public interest test.
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