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Determination

Under the powers conferred on me by the Education and Inspections Act 2006 and
the Regulations made thereunder, | have considered the proposals to discontinue
Wimborne Infant School and Wimborne Junior School on 31 August 2020 and to
establish a new community primary school on 1 September 2020. | hereby approve
the proposals.

The proposal

1. On 3 April 2020 Portsmouth City Council published statutory notices to discontinue
Wimborne Infant School and Wimborne Junior School (the schools) on 31 August 2020 and
to establish a new 4 to 11 primary school on 1 September 2020.

Jurisdiction

2. The proposals were published under sections 11 and 15 of the Education and
Inspections Act 2006 (the Act) as amended. The proposals were referred to the adjudicator
by Portsmouth City Council (the Council) as required by paragraphs 10 and 15 of Schedule
2 to the Act.

3. | am satisfied that | have jurisdiction to determine the proposals.

Procedure

4. In considering this matter | have had regard to all relevant legislation.



5. The documents | have considered in reaching my decision include:
a) the statutory notices and detailed proposals dated 3 April 2020;
b) the consultation paper about the proposals published on 14 February 2020;
c) the report to the Council’s Cabinet Member for Education dated 29 March 2020;
d) the Council’s responses to my enquiries;
e) information from the Department for Education’s (DfE) database; and

f) statutory guidance for proposers and decision makers on opening and closing
maintained schools published in November 2019 (the statutory guidance).

Background

6. The schools are on adjacent sites in Southsea. They have been operating in a
federation under one governing body and one headteacher since 23 April 2019. Both are
judged by Ofsted to be “Good” schools. The infant school has an age range of 4 to 7 and
the junior school has an age range of 7 to 11.

Consideration of factors

7. The replacement of separate infant and junior schools by one primary school is
frequently referred to as an “amalgamation”, although in law what happens is that the infant
and junior school are discontinued and a new primary school is established. The process to
be used to establish and discontinue maintained schools is set out in statutory guidance
published by the DfE in November 2019. The local authority consulted on the amalgamation
of the schools between 14 February and 9 March 2020 before publishing proposals to
achieve the amalgamation through the closure of both schools and the establishment of a
new school. The proposals were published in a statutory notice on 3 April 2020 on the
Council’'s website and in a local newspaper. At the end of the four-week representation
period, no objections or other comments on the proposals were received by the Council. |
am satisfied that the correct process has been followed.

8. | will consider below the factors set out in the statutory guidance beginning with the
need for places. According to the DfE database, both schools are close to their capacity. As
schools seen by Ofsted as “Good” in an urban area, | would expect the demand for places
will continue at a similar level. All children currently at the schools will transfer to the new
school and the proposals make no changes to the number of places available. After
amalgamation, parents of children in the infant school will no longer be concerned that a
place at the junior school may not be available for them in Year 3. | have no concerns about
the suitability of the organisations involved in this proposal as they are the same as those
who currently provide a “Good” education to the children. The argument is made in the



papers that with a larger age range there will be more opportunity for staff development,
which will help recruit staff to the school.

9. Currently, the infant school has a published admission number (PAN) of 70 and the
junior school has a PAN of 90. The proposals say the new school will continue to offer 70
places in Years R, 1 and 2 and 90 in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. In short, the proposals make no
change to the number of places available. | have looked at the proposed admission
arrangements for the new school and note that they do not meet the requirements of
paragraphs 2.16 and 2.17 of the School Admissions Code relating to the admission of
children below compulsory school age, deferred entry to the school and the admission of
children outside of their normal age group. The proposed arrangements are silent on these
matters and this omission can easily be rectified.

10.  Under the heading of school size, the statutory guidance requires me to consider the
impact on the Council’s budget. While not addressed in the proposals, the financial
implications are referred to in the report sent to the Cabinet Member for Education prior to
the publication of the notice. This explains that the new school would receive the same
funding as the two existing schools until 31 March 2021, which includes two lump sums.
After that date, as a single school, there would only be one lump sum and, as a
consequence a reduction in funding for the school. However, the Regulations allow for the
reduction in funding for amalgamating schools to be phased over time. There will, therefore,
be a small benefit to other schools in the local authority from these proposals. Within the
school itself, the loss of a lump sum can be offset through economies of scale and the
removal of the duplication of processes.

11. | see no reason why these proposals should affect equal opportunities adversely,
and | think the amalgamation could open up opportunities for staff as there is more scope in
larger schools for flexible working arrangements.

12. Because the new school will be teaching the same children and serving the same
community as the two closing schools do, in the same buildings and facilities, the proposals
will have no effect on community cohesion, travel and accessibility or community services.
No capital funding is required to implement these proposals.

13.  The existing schools are not rural schools and do not provide nursery places. There
is no proposal for the new school to be any different, so | have not considered these issues
listed in the guidance. The existing schools do not have a religious character and nor will
the new school, so there is no impact on the availability of faith-based education.

Conclusion

14.  The Council has followed the correct process to amalgamate the infant and junior
schools. | can see no adverse effect arising from these proposals and consider that there
will be benefits to children and staff at the school. | therefore approve these proposals.



Determination

15.  Under the powers conferred on me by the Education and Inspections Act 2006 and
the Regulations made thereunder, | have considered the proposals to discontinue
Wimborne Infant School and Wimborne Junior School on 31 August 2020 and to establish a
new community primary school on 1 September 2020. | hereby approve the proposals.

Dated: 2 July 2020
Signed:

Schools Adjudicator: Phil Whiffing
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