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	January 2020


Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 200103012
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  
I am after the number of people who are classed as High or Very High Risk to the below mentioned groups who are within the Open Estate: The risk relates to: 
'Likelihood of Serious Harm to others; This is indicated as a result of a full serious harm analysis as part of the HMPPS OASYS document'. 
If it helps, the risk relates to risk in the Community to: Children & Public.
Your original request is as stated below:
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Your clarified request has been handled under the FOIA.

I can confirm MoJ holds the information you requested which I have provided in text below.
As at 30 June 2019, we estimated that the population of open prisons included 1,066 individuals who presented a High or Very High risk of serious harm to the public but not to children. Additionally, as at this date, 348 individuals presented a High or Very High risk of serious harm to children but not to the public whilst a further 103 individuals presented High or Very High risk of serious harm to both children and the public. The total population of open prisons on this date was 5,066, although risk of serious harm data was not available for 540 of these individuals.

NOTES: These estimates are based on a large-scale data matching exercise, in which we identified the most recent OASys assessment for every individual who was in custody on 30 June 2019, provided that this assessment took place within the current sentence and/or the previous two years. The risk of serious harm ratings are taken from those matched OASys assessments. “Open prisons” are those whose predominant function was listed on the prison information system, Nomis, as “Open”, and excludes all female establishments and Young Offender Institutions.
Public protection is a priority for MoJ. As such all offenders must meet strict criteria and pass a full-risk assessment before being considered for transfer to open prison.  
If a prisoner is found to have breached his or her licence conditions, they will be recalled and returned to the nearest appropriate closed prison or YOI.
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