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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 191218015
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ): 
In conjunction with the previous request, I am also requesting the following information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
The number of recorded sexual assaults by prisoners against PRISON STAFF in UK prisons between the 1st January 2018 to the 31st December 2018. 

Also, in a SEPARATE list: the number of recorded sexual assaults by prisoners against PRISON STAFF in UK prisons between the 1st January 2019 to the latest possible date for which you have figures (please specify which date this is). 
Please break down the number by prison (like below): 

2018: HMP Birmingham X HMP Nottingham X ... 

2019: HMP Birmingham X HMP Nottingham X ... 

Your previous request is as stated below:
The number of recorded sexual assaults by PRISONERS against other PRISONERS in UK prisons between the 1st January 2018 to the 31st December 2018.
Also, in a SEPARATE list: the number of recorded sexual assaults by prisoners against other prisoners in UK prisons between the 1st January 2019 to the latest possible date for which you have figures (please specify which date this is).
Your request has been handled as an aggregated request under the FOIA. 
Where more than one request is received for the same or similar information, section 12(4) further to Regulation 5 of the FOI and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, public authorities are allowed to aggregate requests and respond to them together. I have therefore aggregated your separate requests as both relate to offender management.
I can confirm the MoJ holds the information you have requested in relation to sexual assault by prisoners against fellow prisoners and against prison staff. And I have provided within the Table in the attached excel spreadsheet, the data requested for all prisons in England and Wales covering for the first part of your request, the period from January to December 2018 and for the second part, the period from January to June 2019. 

You will note that some of the data in the table has been presented as ‘. .’. This represents low figures in the range of five or fewer. Providing low figures relating to individuals, constitute personal data and as such exempt from disclosure under section 40(2) of FOIA. 
If a request is made for information and the total figure amounts to five or fewer, the MoJ must consider whether this could lead to the identification of individuals and whether disclosure of this information would be in breach of our statutory obligations under the General Data Protection Regulation and/or the Data Protection Act 2018. 

In this instance we believe that the release of the figures represented with the sign ‘. .’, would if combined with other information already in the public domain, risk identification of the individual/s to whom it relates. For this reason, MoJ has chosen not to provide the true number which falls between one and four. However, it should not be assumed that the actual figure represented falls at any particular point within this scale; ‘five or fewer' is used as a replacement value from which it would be difficult to isolate or extract any individual data.

Personal data can only be released if to do so would not contravene any of the data protection principles set out in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulation and section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018. 

We believe releasing the information into the public domain as requested would be unlawful. Individuals have a clear and strong expectation that their personal data will be held in confidence and not disclosed to the public under the FOIA.  

This is an absolute exemption and does not require a public interest test.
In respect of prisons in Scotland and Northern Ireland, please note that MoJ’s remit covers only England and Wales. To obtain the information on the remaining part of the UK, you will need to contact the Scottish Prison Service and Northern Ireland Prison Service via contact details below: 
Scottish Prison Service 

Calton House, 5 Redheughs Rigg, Edinburgh 

EH12 9HW
Email: gaolinfo@sps.pnn.gov.uk
Northern Ireland contact 

Department of Justice, Freedom of Information Team, Information Services Division, 

Block 2, Knockview Buildings, Ballymiscaw, Stormont, Belfast, 

BT4 3SL 

Email: foi@justice-ni.x.gsi.gov.uk
We do not tolerate violence in our prisons, and we take any allegation of sexual assault extremely seriously. We will always refer such allegations to the police for investigation, as well as providing a range of support services to victims. Care offered includes peer support, staff support (including from healthcare or chaplaincy), or referral for professional help via healthcare or voluntary sector partners.
2

