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PREFACE

AUTHORITY

1. This document is crown copyright and the intellectual property rights of this publication 
belong exclusively to the Ministry of Defence (MOD). However, material or information 
contained in this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted 
in any form provided it is used for the purposes of furthering safety and environmental 
management.

STATUS 

2. This document: 

a. Is uncontrolled when printed.

b. Will be updated as part of a continuous improvement programme but at least 12-
monthly from the period of document issue date.

REQUESTS FOR CHANGE

3. Proposed changes, recommendations or amendments to DOSR Regulations and 
Guidance publications can be submitted by anyone using the DOME Request for Change 
Function (RFC) available for every Dome publication in the DOME library located here or by 
completing the Word version of the Change Proposal Form available from the DOME 
Library, see figure 1 below for the location.

Figure 1. Change Proposal Form (Word version) Location 

4. Any post and grammar change proposals can be approved or rejected by the DOSR 
PRG Authors without involvement of the associated Working Group. 

5. Technical change proposals will need to be submitted to the associated Working 
Group for review and approval or rejection. 

6. When incorporating changes care is to be taken to maintain coherence across 
regulations. 

7. Changes effecting Risk to Life will be published immediately. 

8. Other changes will be incorporated as part of routine reviews.
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REVIEW PROCESS

9. The DOSR PRG team will ensure these OME Regulations remain fit for purpose by 
conducting reviews through the DOSR Governance Committees, involving all Stakeholders.

FURTHER ADVICE AND FEEDBACK

10. The document owner is the DOSR. For further information about any aspect of this 
document, or questions not answered within the subsequent sections, or to provide feedback 
on the content, contact:

Job Title DOSR-Policy, Regulations and Guidance
E-mail DSA-DOSR-PRG@mod.gov.uk
Address Juniper #5004, Level 0, Wing 1, Abbey Wood North, Bristol, BS34 8QW
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CHAPTER 10 

SECTION 9 

CRITERIA FOR DISPOSAL GROUNDS CO-LOCATED WITH EXPLOSIVES AREAS 

CONTENTS 
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1 CRITERIA FOR DISPOSAL GROUNDS CO-LOCATED WITH EXPLOSIVES AREAS 

1.1 Introduction

1.1.1 The criteria outlined below prescribe measures and procedures for minimizing the risk 
in the routine destruction, by burning or detonation, of unwanted explosives. Disposal of 
unwanted explosives should only be carried out in locations designated and licensed for that 
purpose, using MOD Form 1672TP1PT When licensing using this MOD Form, consideration 
should be given to the environmental issues addressed in JSP 418, the MOD Environmental 
Manual.

1.2 Site Selection

1.2.1 Sites selected for the destruction of explosives should be located at the maximum 
practical distance from all PES, traffic routes and inhabited buildings, and from uninhabited 
buildings considered vital. In addition to the QD considerations given at paras 2, below, 
there should be no building, above ground storage site or underground storage site, 
containing explosives, within three times the danger area required for the stores to be 
destroyed. More details concerning selection criteria for destruction sites and the approval 
process for them can be found in JSP 403 or the relevant Single Service or DPA 
Regulations.

2 QUANTITY DISTANCES 

2.1 Inside Quantity Distance 

2.1.1 For the purposes of Inside Quantity Distances, Disposal Grounds are to be considered 
as untraversed Process Buildings. 

2.2 Outside Quantity Distances 

2.2.1 If disposal is by burning or incineration, and only explosives of HD 1.3 and/or HD 1.4 
are to be destroyed, the Outside Quantity Distance (OQD) to be applied is not to be less 
than the applicable IBD for the quantity and HD of the explosives involved.

TP1PT These regulations do not apply to destruction sites associated purely with operational Explosives Ordnance Disposal 
activities.
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2.2.2 If disposal is to be by detonation, or if explosives of HD 1.1 and HD 1.2 are being 
destroyed by burning, on an unprotected, above-ground open site, the OQD to be applied 
should be between 5 and 7½ times the blast related IBD subject to an over-riding minimum 
distance of the maximum fragment throw for the explosives being destroyed. These 
distances may be relaxed if energy and fragment absorbing devices are employed. For 
example, destruction by detonation in pits below ground level would not be expected to 
attract such excessive OQDs. Guidance on fragment throw and safety distances can be 
found in DSA 03.OME Part 2 Volume 5 table 403/3/4 or in the relevant single Service 
Destruction of Explosives publications.
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