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Overview

Out of court disposals

The overall use of out of court disposals continues to decline. In the latest year there has been a 

7% fall in the use of penalty notice for disorders, an 18% fall in the use of cannabis/khat

warnings and the use of community resolutions has remained stable.

Prosecutions and convictions
1.37 million defendants were prosecuted at magistrates’ courts in 2019. Prosecutions for 

violence against the person offences increased in the latest year driven by the introduction of 

legislation on assaults of emergency workers.

Sentencing

Remands
The proportion of defendants remanded on bail has continued to fall. The proportion of 

defendants remanded in custody has remained broadly stable at magistrates’ court (4%) but 

has been increasing since 2016 at Crown Court (37%).

Penalty notices for disorder, 2019

Change in the number of defendants prosecuted, 2009-2019

The number of offenders sentenced at all courts fell by 1% in the latest year to 1.18 million.

Fines remained the 

most common 

sentence overall, up 

by 11 percentage 

points since 2009.

Motoring
Prosecutions for motoring offences increased by 1% over the last year while convictions and 

sentencing both remained stable. 

Offenders sentenced to immediate custody

The proportion of offenders sentenced to less than 6 

months was the lowest it has been over the last decade, 

and the proportion of those sentenced to 1 month or less

fell by 2 percentage points in the latest year.
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The number of individuals prosecuted or given an out of court disposal was 1.52 million in 

2019, 1% lower than in 2018 when excluding cautions.

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused MoJ to have to change its data gathering, access and release practices, focusing efforts on priority analysis and 

statistics. Our statement explains this further and in particular, we are pausing access to the Police National Computer, to minimise non-essential 

travel by our analysts. In line with guidance from the Office for Statistics Regulation, the decision has been made to delay the publishing of cautions 

data and the offending histories chapter of this publication. We will keep users updated of any further changes via our published release calendar.
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FinesIn 2019, a greater proportion of offenders 

received custody for indictable 

offences than any other outcome, up 7 

percentage points since 2009.
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