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| 4 December 2019

Ref. FOI 2019/12867

Dear .

Thank you for your email of 5 November 2019 requesting the following information:

“Request all information held by the Ministry of Defence including but not limited to any records,
documents, emails and internal memoranda relating to the presence of Japanese Knotweed at
lands adjacent to 2 Laurel Hill Road and 93-95 Strand Road, Coleraine.

To assist with this request | attach the information we are currently aware of including a site map
and statutory consultee response noting the presence of Japanese Knotweed on the former
Ministry of Defence site.” '

| am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information
Act 2000 (FOIA). .

A search for the information has now been completed within the Ministry of Defence (MOD) and |
can confirm that some information in scope of your request is held.

The information you have requested can be found enclosed at annex A - C, but some of the
information falls entirely within the scope of the absolute exemptions provided for at sections 40
(Personal Data) of the FOIA and has been redacted.

Section 40(2) has been applied to some of the information in order to protect personal information
as governed by the General Data Protection Regulation and Data Protection Act 2018. Section 40
is an absolute exemption and there is therefore no requirement to consider the public interest in
making a decision to withhold the information.

Under Section 16 of the Act (Advice and Assistance) you may find it helpful to know that the
former MOD site known as Laurel Hill House was sold at auction in 2012. .

If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first
instance. :

If you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content of this response, you
can request an independent internal review by contacting the Information Rights Compliance
team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-
IR@mod.gov.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review should be made in writing
within 40 working days of the date of this response.



If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the
MOD internal review process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be
contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow,
Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can
be found on the Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/.

Yours sincerely,

DIO Secretariat
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Freoa: |

Sent: 26 January 2011 12:09

To: #

]

Subject: Release-authorised:FW: Release-authorised:Laurel hill House
I

Please see the reply from ||l concerning the Knotweed problem at LHH.

| would have thought the NI Environment Agency visitor would have known that eradication cannot commence until
Spring! Hopefully she will be satisfied that we are aware of the problem and will deal if the property remains in our
ownership come the Spring time.

Regards

26 January 2011 12:03

RE: Release-authorised:Laurel hill House

You did indeed speak to me on this matter towards the end of last year and | can assure that the issue has not been
forgotten.

As | explained Japanese knotweed is a perennial plant, the above ground element dying back over the winter months
this limits the ability to both successfully quantify the extent of the infestation and to deploy the most cost effective
methodologies available to control the problem. Namely stem injected herbicidal treatment.

| suspect given the site history, although | will confirm this that our ‘infestation’ has been introduced in the guise of
amenity planting (Fallopia japonica was seen as a decorative plant when first introduced).

If this is the case then we are dealing with a relatively confined area and control measures although difficult should be
successful.

Be assured once spring growth is evident eradication will commence (funding permitted).

Regards

= -
1

B Internal e-mail

From: I MOD.UK]

Sent: 21 January 2011 14:54
To:

cc: I

Subject: Release-authorised:Laurel hill House




| spoke to you sometime ago regarding the Japanese knotweed problem at Laurel Hill House.

| fear that the issue may have since been forgotten, although | do recall you may have advised that it was not thggight
time of year to treat the problem, but we must address the matter as following a visit by the NI Environment Age
they have included reference to the problem in their subsequent report to the NI Planning Services.

The EA has drawn our attention to the Wildlife Order 1985 which indicates that it an offence to cause to grow any wild
plant, and this includes Japanese Knotweed. As we know special measures must be taken for its destruction to
ensure it does not spread, whilst it remains an offence to move ground material containing fragments of Japanese
Knotweed.

Can you please confirm where we stand with the removal of the Knotweed as we have now submitted a planning
application and are awaiting a decision. The EA report is likely to delay matters if we have not attempted to address
the concerns that have been raised.

| am grateful for your advice

Regards

Estates Surveyor
DE OPs Nth (Disposals)
RAF Brampton



Senior Town Planner

Professional and Technical Services
Defence Estates Operations North

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE Kingston Road

Sutton Coldfield

B75 7RL

Strategic Projects Team. Telephone (MOD):
Planning Service HQ, Facsimile (MOD):
Mobile:
E-mail:

Ref. Laurel Hill House, Coleraine, C/2010/0522/0

172111

Dear NN

| write to thank you for the consultation replies that you have forwarded to me, and to address the
concerns raised therein.

Natural Heritage — NIEA

Japanese Knotweed

We are aware of this issue and have made enquiries as to its treatment. Japanese knotweed is a
perennial plant, the above ground element dying back over the winter months. This limits the
ability to both successfully quantify the extent of the infestation and to deploy the most effective
methodologies available to control the problem; namely stem injected herbicidal treatment.

It is suspected, given the site history, that the ‘infestation’ has been introduced in the guise of
amenity planting (Fallopia japonica was seen as a decorative plant when first introduced).

The site consists of a relatively confined area and control measures should be successful. Once
spring growth is evident eradication can commence. | suggest that although this application is in
outline only, an effective method of dealing with NIEAs concern would be to attach an condition
requiring an eradication scheme to be submitted to, and confirmed in writing by the NIEA to be
carried out prior to development.

D
/|
DEFENCE ESTATES

Delivering Estate Solutions to Defence Needs



Bats

NIEA have requested that a bat survey be carried out, as “several of the buildings on site have
high potential to be used as a bat roost’. The two listed buildings are not included within the
application boundary. The buildings within the red line plan are modern, prefabricated buildings
that do not have potential for bat roosts as there are no gaps under eaves/roof tiles etc. | enclose
a selection of photographs to illustrate this. These buildings could be removed from site without
requiring planning permission. If any bats were found in the act of removing any of the buildings
on site, their protection is ensured under European legislation, and therefore, in this case, ultra
vires to the planning system.

| suggest that a condition could be placed on the consent, so as to have a bat survey carried out
to inform the detailed design stage which will be assessed at reserved matters stage.

Historic Buildings Unit — NIEA

It is important to note that the listed buildings are not within the application boundary. | enclose a
CD with photographs of the site. Our masterplanners are in the process of compiling an additional
site section. This section will indicate proposed development heights and | will forward it to you as
soon as possible. The design and location of the proposed dwellings will be detailed at Reserved
Matters stage. It is merely the number of dwellings and access that we are seeking to have
approved at this outline stage.

Land and Resource Management Unit -NIEA

Have you received any response to the Technical Note | forwarded dated 09/12/20107?

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries.

Yours sincerely,

MRTPI MTCP



