
LIVE AQUATIC  
ANIMAL EXPORTERS

You need to take 
new steps to 
export live aquatic 
animals to the 
EU in a no-deal 
scenario
Follow this process to export live aquatic animals for aquaculture and 
ornamental purposes (including live bivalve molluscs from Class B 
waters for depuration in the EU) after Brexit.

Learn more at gov.uk/brexit-aquatics-import-export
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This process takes less than  
an hour to register and up  
to three days to process

1.1
If you don’t have an EORI 

number, you will need  
to obtain one to export  

to the EU

1.0
Check to see if you have a UK EORI number to move goods 

into and out of the EU

2.0
Are you exporting an endangered species?

N Y

2.1
Apply for a CITES permit 

and send to the UK  
competent authority

2.2
Once you have received 
the CITES permit, send a 
copy to your EU importer

•	 In England and Wales you will need to complete an EXP1 form and 
send it to the Fish Health Inspectorate (FHI)

•	 In Scotland, you will need to complete an EXP1 form and send it to the 
Fish Health Inspectorate Scotland

•	 In Northern Ireland, you will need to complete an EXPNI1 form and 
send it to the Fish Health Inspectorate NI. In the future, this method will 
be replaced by DAERA’s Export Certification Online (DECOL) system. 
Instructions for using the DECOL system can be found on the DAERA 

website

3.0
Apply for an Export Animal Health Certificate (EAHC) and 

send it to the UK competent authority at least 5 working days 
prior to the intended date of export

4.0
Once the consignment is ready for export, you will need to 

contact the FHI to arrange an inspection

Key
Exporter Importer

These steps could cost 
you money

These steps could take 
more than two weeks

These steps should take 
less than three days

Glossary
BIP 	 Border Inspection Post

CDS	 Customs Declaration Service 		
	 (replaces existing CHIEF system)

CHIEF 	 Customs Handling of Import 		
	 and Export Freight system CVED		
	 Common Veterinary Entry Document

CITES 	 Convention on International 
	 Trade in Endangered Species of 
	 Wild Fauna and Flora 

EAHC 	 Export Animal Health Certificate

EORI 	 Economic Operators Registration 
	 and Identification Number
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https://www.gov.uk/eori
https://www.gov.uk/eori
https://www.gov.uk/prepare-export-from-uk-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/endangered-species-application-for-import-and-export-permit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/form-exp1-notification-to-export-live-fish-and-shellfish
mailto:fhi%40cefas.co.uk?subject=
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/importexport/EXP1
mailto:ms.fishhealth%40gov.scot?subject=
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/notification-of-proposed-fish-movements-application-to-export-import.docx
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/instructions-using-daera-export-certification-online-decol-system
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/instructions-using-daera-export-certification-online-decol-system


5.0
If the consignment meets the necessary health standards 

the Inspector will sign and issue the EAHC. For transport of 
live fish by lorry or wellboat, the vehicle must be on site for 

inspection or an attestation available that the vehicle has been 
suitably disinfected before the EAHC is issued. The certificate 
must be provided in the official language of the Member State 

of the Border Inspection Post (BIP) where the consignment 
enters the EU. The consignment must depart on the date on 

the certificate. A certificate can be issued up to 72 hours prior 
to the time and date of dispatch

•	 The consignment will be subject to customs control, if they clear customs 
(tax and tariffs paid) the consignment will be released to the BIP

6.0
You (or your agent if you use one) should lodge a customs 

export declaration via CHIEF/CDS for UK customs

7.0
Notify your EU importer that the goods are ready to export and 

send them the details of the consignment at least 24 hours prior to 
arrival. They will arrange for customs clearance documentation as 

required (or use an agent to do this on their behalf)

8.0
Your EU importer (or their agent) will notify the Border 

Inspection Post (BIP) at the place of entry to the EU of the 
import using part 1 of the CVED. Your goods must enter 

the EU through a BIP approved to carry out checks on your 
specific type of product (live aquatic animals)

9.0
Send your goods to the EU along with the original  

copy of the EAHC

10.0
Goods arrive at the EU port of entry. The original EAHC will 
be retained by the BIP and a certified true copy of the EAHC 

and the original CVED will be provided

•	 If your goods pass inspection, part 2 of the CVED will be completed and 
issued to the EU importer allowing the consignment to enter the EU.

•	 If your goods fail the BIP clearance they could be delayed at the BIP, 
released with conditions applied, seized or destroyed.

11.0
The consignment enters the BIP (notified in point 8.0 above) 

where they are checked
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