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Section A – Applicant details and outline of school (use 
Excel spreadsheet) 

This section will need to be completed in full by all applicants. Please: 

 Complete the Section A1 tab in the Excel spreadsheet;  

 Complete the Section A2 tab in the Excel spreadsheet; and 

 Refer to Section A of the how to apply guide for what should be included in this 

section. 
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Section E – Education plan: part 1  
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places for the emerging community via John Taylor Free School) and with the admissions 

team/school organisation team at Staffordshire County Council re: place planning.   

It is recognised that the numbers of pupils joining the school may be lower than 

anticipated. If this situation arises we will look at ensuring smaller class sizes for as long 

as is financially viable. Mixed age classes will be considered if absolutely necessary. 

Schools in, or about to join, the John Taylor MAT (Yoxall St. Peters, The Mosley 

Academy, Rangemore, Needwood – all ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’) have many years’ 

experience of mixed age classes and staff who are very experienced in planning suitable 

curriculums for these children. We would draw on their expertise and good practice to 

ensure the best outcomes for all the pupils. The possibility of educating small numbers 

of additional children at Thomas Russell Infants, Yoxall St Peters, Rangemore, Shobnall, 

Mosley and Rykneld (see map Fig 2) could be explored if numbers necessitate. 

 

  



31 
 

Section E – Education plan: part 2 

E1 – Curriculum plan  

A typical morning in nursery: 

Welcome 

9-9.15 

Staff member on door, welcoming children and families and making sure 

all children are safe. 

Group to change reading books with their family. Staff member to be in 

book room and then stay with the group once family gone to look at 

books. Welcome each other and play some language games. 

Rest of children to find their name card and put in correct pocket. 

Children to select independent learning activity. 

Please note an 8am start is available where staff will provide breakfast for 

the children and all areas of learning will be developed during this time 

through play based activities and adult led sessions. 

Register and 

circle time 

9.15-9.30  

Welcome song and register. 

Act of worship and prayer time. 

Group to work in small room. 

Adult led 

activity time 

Independent 

learning 

activities 

9.30-10.30  

Adults move to their area of the Nursery, including outside and forest 

school. 

Adults to work with groups on adult directed activity. Observations to be 

made, and use of software package ‘Tapestry’ (already used within 

JTMAT schools) to record findings. One group to be outdoors. 

Children engaged in independent learning activities when not working in 

group. 

(Snack: Children to have independent access to fruit and water at all 

times. 

10.30 -10.45 Song/ nursery rhyme/ number songs 

10.45 -11.45 

Independent 

learning 

activities 

Small group 

interventions 

Children to select independent learning activity according to their 

interests. 

Adults to facilitate independent learning.  Play with children, observe and 

take notes. 
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structured way.  A weekly Big Write 

session will be the culmination of 

previous writing experiences. Reading 

will be taught using a mixed approach: 

key words and non-worded books to 

begin with, leading to a scheme 

(including phonics only books) which 

allows all children to access at their 

own level. 

Mathematics  5 Compulsory 

This will be a daily maths lesson with 

opportunity to link maths to other areas 

in a cross curricular way. 

Understanding the 

World  
3 Compulsory 

To include people and communities, 

the world and technology. First hand 

experiences will be vital in this area. 

We will develop a programme of visits 

and visitors who will bring these areas 

to life. 

 

Expressive Arts and 

Design  
3 Compulsory 

This includes exploring and using 

media and a wide range of materials, 

being creative and imaginative. 

Opportunities will be planned weekly to 

ensure all children engage with the arts 

develop their creative skills. 

Co-Curricular Activity 

(sports/the 

arts/environmental) 

2 

Compulsory 

with a strong 

emphasis on 

participation. 

A wide range of co-curricular activities 

will be offered throughout the week. 

These will include, dance, music, 

gardening, sewing, sign language and 

gymnastics. The mixed menu of 

activities will be determined by the 

skills and interests of the staff. Outside 

providers will also be used and sporting 

links made with the Burton Albion 

Community Trust, Robert Sutton Sports 

partnership and John Taylor Free and 

High Schools. Local artists and 

musicians will be partners in this 

important area of school life. 
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planned, the use of Computers in all 

subjects will be built in if appropriate. 

History 1 ~ Compulsory 

To include visits and experiences to 

bring history alive. Links with drama 

companies and shows will enhance 

the experience. 

Geography  1 ~ Compulsory To include field trips as appropriate. 

Modern Foreign 

Languages  
1 ~ Compulsory 

French- led by a teacher with the 

relevant experiences and 

qualifications 

Music  1 ~ Compulsory 

To include singing in collective 

worship and performance to a range 

of audiences. 

Physical Education  3 Compulsory 
To include Health Education, Forest 

Schools and Outdoor Activity. 

Religious Education  1 Compulsory 

This will include Community Cohesion 

and be guided by the agreed 

Staffordshire RE syllabus. 

Personal, Social and 

Health Education  
2 Compulsory 

To include Forest School, Debating, 

fundamental British Values, Drugs 

and Alcohol Education, and Sex and 

Relationships Education. 

Extra-Curricular 

Sports and Art  
2 

Compulsory 

with a strong 

emphasis on 

participation. 

A wide range of extra-curricular 

activities will be offered throughout 

the week.* 

Leadership  2 Expectation 

To include at least 1 lunch time club, 

opportunities to be a school councillor 

(all year groups) a playground buddy 

(KS2) a sports councillor (all year 

groups) a gardening leader (all year 

groups) a young leaders (KS2) house 

captains (all year groups) prefects 

(KS2) a music monitors (all year 

groups) a librarian (all year groups)* 

~ 1 hour per week from one of these subjects (dependent upon the theme) will be 

delivered through “STRIPE”, to create a four-hour “STRIPE morning” per week. 
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History  1 ~ Compulsory 

To include visits and experiences 

to bring history alive. Links with 

drama companies and shows will 

enhance the experience. 

Geography  1 ~ Compulsory 
To include field trips and 

residentials as appropriate. 

Modern Foreign 

Languages  
1 ~ Compulsory 

French- led by a teacher with the 

relevant experiences and 

qualifications 

Music  1 ~ Compulsory 

To include singing in collective 

worship and performance to a 

range of audiences both in and out 

of school. Opportunity for all 

children in KS 2 to play an 

instrument will be given as part of 

the curriculum. 

Physical Education  2 Compulsory 

To include Health Education, 

Forest Schools and Outdoor 

Activity. Competition will play an 

important part of PE at KS 2, all 

children will be encouraged to take 

part in school to school 

competitions in sports of their 

choice. 

Religious Education  1 Compulsory 

This will include Community 

Cohesion and be guided by the 

agreed Staffordshire RE syllabus. 

Personal, Social and 

Health Education  
2 Compulsory 

To include Debating, fundamental 

British Values, Drugs and Alcohol 

Education, and Sex and 

Relationships Education. 

Extra-Curricular 

activities to include, 

Sports, drama, art, 

computing, sign 

language, gardening 

and music. 

2 

Compulsory 

with a strong 

emphasis on 

participation. 

A wide range of extra-curricular 

activities will be offered throughout 

the week at lunch time and after 

school.* 
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*Organisational capacity has been created to enable these post-holders to continue to work against the agreed weekly hours 

throughout the pre-opening phase.  
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Section H – The proposed site (use Excel spreadsheet) 

This section will need to be completed by all applicants. If you are applying for more than 

one school, you must complete this section for each free school for which you are 

applying. Please: 

 Complete the Section H tab in the Excel spreadsheet; and 

 Refer to Section H of the how to apply guide for what should be included in this 

section. 

Finding a suitable site is an essential part of opening a free school. As part of 

preparing your application you should investigate potential sites for your school and 

tell us about them in your application. If you are successful, we will work with you and 

the local authority to secure a site for your school.    

We will consider the value for money, timescale and delivery risks in securing a site 

for the proposed school in the proposed area. We will give preference to those 

projects where we are likely to secure a value for money site in a timely manner 

with an acceptable level of risk, in particular, those applications that come forward 

with a local authority or government owned site on a peppercorn rent.   
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Annexes 

This section will need to be completed by all applicants. Please: 

 Provide CVs of key individuals named in Table F2(a) and any letters of support 

and maps; and  

 Note that any annexes are excluded from the page limit, but should be submitted 

as part of your application, i.e. as one Word document. 
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