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	October 2019


Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 191009017
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  
Please could you inform me about the following:

1. The number of prisoners in custody serving a life sentence, not including those serving IPP, DPP or EPP sentences, for the years 2010-present
2. The number of prisoners who are currently serving a minimum term of 32 years or more (including whole life)
3. The number of prisoners who are currently serving a minimum term in excess of 30 years but less than whole life 
4. The number of prisoners who are currently serving a minimum term in excess of 25 years but less than whole life
Your request has been handled under the FOIA. For ease of reference, I have numbered the parts of your request. By way of clarification, we have interpreted “minimum term” to mean tariff length.
I can confirm the MoJ holds information you have requested and the data for questions 2-4 is shown in the table below.  
	Tariff
	Count

	32 years or more (including Whole Life)
	264

	More than 30 years (Excluding Whole Life)
	291

	More than 25 years (Excluding Whole Life)
	880

	Missing Tariffs
	210


Notes:
1. Numbers cover only unreleased lifers (so those recalled are not included)

2. Tariff length is the time between date of sentence and tariff expiry date and does not take into account any time served on remand.

3. Missing tariffs include cases where a confirmed tariff expiry date has yet to be received and any unmatched records. 
4. The figures in the table has been drawn from administrative IT systems which, as with any large-scale recording system, are subject to possible errors with data entry and processing.              

For question 1 however, the information requested is exempt under section 21 of the FOIA, because it is reasonably accessible to you at table A1.14 within our prison population publication at the link below:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/820163/population-30June2019-annual.ods
Sentencing decisions are a matter for the independent judiciary who consider the full facts of each case.
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