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Ministry
of Justice




 
	October 2019


Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 190927017
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  
I am writing to make an open government request for all the information to which I am entitled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000

Could I please have the following information:

1) How many prisoners at HMP Birmingham are currently serving an IPP (Imprisonment for Public Protection) sentence?

- Can this be broken down into the offence committed and time already served? 

2) How many prisoners at HMP Featherstone are currently serving an IPP (Imprisonment for Public Protection) sentence?

- Can this be broken down into the offence committed and time already served? 

3) How many prisoners at HMP Long Lartin are currently serving an IPP (Imprisonment for Public Protection) sentence?

- Can this be broken down into the offence committed and time already served? 

4) How many prisoners at HMP Hewell are currently serving an IPP (Imprisonment for Public Protection) sentence?

- Can this be broken down into the offence committed and time already served? 

If this request is too wide or unclear, I would be grateful if you could contact me as I understand that under the Act, you are required to advise and assist requesters. If any of this information is already in the public domain, please can you direct me to it, with page references and URLs if necessary.

I understand that you are required to respond to my request within the 20 working days after you receive this request. I would be grateful if you could confirm in writing that you have received this request.
Your request has been handled under the FOIA.
I can confirm that the MoJ holds all of the information that you have requested. However, some of it is exempt from disclosure under section 40(2) of the FOIA, because it contains personal data. The attached tables show:
· The prison population of offenders currently serving an IPP (Imprisonment for Public Protection) sentence in specified establishments by offence group, 30 June 2019 (latest currently available), and 

· Time served of current prisoners serving an IPP sentence in specified establishments, 30 June 2019.
If a request is made for information and the total figure amounts to two people or fewer, the MoJ must consider whether this could lead to the identification of individuals and whether disclosure of this information would be in breach of our statutory obligations under the General Data Protection Regulation and/or the Data Protection Act 2018. We believe that the release of some of this information would risk identification of the individuals concerned. For this reason, MoJ has chosen not to provide an exact figure where the true number falls between one and two. However, it should not be assumed that the actual figure represented falls at any particular point within this scale; ‘two or fewer' is used as a replacement value from which it would be difficult to isolate or extract any individual data.

Personal data can only be released if to do so would not contravene any of the data protection principles set out in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulation and section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018.

We believe releasing the requested information into the public domain would be unlawful. Individuals have a clear and strong expectation that their personal data will be held in confidence and not disclosed to the public under the FOIA.  

This is an absolute exemption and does not require a public interest test.

Prisoners serving public protection sentences were deemed by a judge to pose a high risk of harm to the public. 

All such prisoners who have served their tariff can apply to the independent Parole Board and demonstrate they are no longer a threat to society and over 500 of them did so last year, demonstrating that the system works.

But our utmost priority is public safety and those who breach their licence conditions or go on to commit another crime face being recalled to prison.
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