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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 190926010
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  
I am currently undertaking my dissertation for university study and would like to request statistics for my studies, in particular I would like to request the percentage of prisoners transferred from a closed prison to an open prison throughout the year of 2018.
Your request has been handled under the FOIA.
I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested and I have provided it below:

· Number of incidences of transfers from closed to open prisons in 2018 - 6,831
· Number of individuals transferred from a closed to an open prison in 2018 - 6,217

In terms of the percentage transferred, we have interpreted this to mean as a proportion of the total number of individuals transferred in 2018. The total number of individuals transferred in 2018 was 56,684, making the proportion 11%. 

By way of clarification, the difference between ‘incidences of transfer’ and ‘individuals transferred’ is simply due to the fact that in any given time period, an individual can be (and sometimes are) transferred from closed to open conditions more than once, hence the 'instances' of that happening being slightly higher than the number of individuals to which that has happened
The figures presented above have been drawn from administrative IT systems which, as with any large-scale recording system, are subject to possible errors with data entry and processing. 

Determinate sentenced prisoners become eligible for transfer to open conditions towards the end of the custodial term of their sentence – either 24 months before their release date, or once they have served half the custodial period of their sentence. The decision to transfer these prisoners to open conditions is made by the prison service.

For indeterminate sentenced prisoners, transfer will only take place once the prisoner has satisfied a stringent risk assessment carried out by the independent Parole Board designed to ensure that the prisoner presents a low risk, can reasonably be trusted in open conditions and that open conditions are appropriate for the prisoner.

Open prisons allow eligible prisoners to spend most of their day away from the prison on licence to carry out work, education or for other resettlement purposes. If a prisoner is found to have breached his or her licence conditions, they will be recalled and returned to the nearest appropriate closed prison or YOI.
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