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	October 2019


Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 190924012
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  
I would like to know how many many people were serving prison sentences for offences related to cannabis in each of the following six month periods:

July-Dec 2015

Jan-Jun 2016

July-Dec 2016

Jan-Jun 2017

July-Dec 2017

Jan-Jun 2018

July-Dec 2018

Jan-Jun 2019

I would expect these figures to includes all offenders who have had their offence

categorised as a ‘drug offence’ and in which cannabis is explicitly stated in their

offence description. I do not expect these figures to include instances where cannabis

may have been a contributing factor to the main offence committed.
Your request has been handled under the FOIA.
I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested and I have provided it in the attached Table 1, which shows the prison population serving a sentence for a 'cannabis' drug offence; 30 September 2015 to 31 March 2019 (latest currently available).
Please note that the centrally collated prison population data held by the MoJ consists of ‘snapshots’ of the population taken at particular points in time. Therefore, the prison population taken at the midpoint of each six-month period you requested has been presented in the table. E.g. 30 September 2015 to cover July-Dec 2015.
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