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	October 2019


Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 190903026
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  
Thank you for your response. 

•
Firstly, we would like the Proportion of offenders released from custody who reoffended within 14 days - by day of release, and custodial sentence length (3 monthly cohort), England and Wales. This information was previously provided to me for the periods Oct-Dec 2015; Jan-Mar 2016; and Apr-Jun 2016. I would appreciate it if you could provide the same information for all subsequent quarters which are available

•
On recall, we would like to know what proportion of offenders released from custody were subsequently recalled within one month of their release day, broken down by day of release.

I hope this clarifies the request? Let me know if you require anything else
Which is a clarification in relation to your earlier request, which was dealt with under ref. 190725037, which I have reproduced below:
I wonder if you could help. Back in December last year your provided me with the attached data on reoffending rates broken down by day of release. I was hoping you might be able to provide me with the most up to date data sets on the same question. And also, on recall rates.
Your latest request has been handled under the FOIA.
In relation to the part of your request about reoffending, I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested and I have provided it in in the attached table, which shows the proportion of offenders released from custody who reoffended within 14 days - by day of release and custodial sentence length (3 monthly cohort), England and Wales.
Please note that in relation to the above, the figures presented do not control for other offender characteristics so caution should therefore be taken when interpreting the results.
In relation to the part of your request about recall, I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested and I have provided it in the table below:
	
	
	Recalled within One Month of Release 
(2018 first-time releases only)
	

	
	Day
	No
	Yes
	Proportion

	Sunday
	1
	4
	1
	20%

	Monday
	2
	12,166
	1,188
	9%

	Tuesday
	3
	10,107
	1,154
	10%

	Wednesday
	4
	9,664
	1,176
	11%

	Thursday
	5
	10,741
	1,267
	11%

	Friday
	6
	19,582
	2,541
	11%

	Saturday
	7
	28
	3
	10%


Please note that we treat each first-time release as if it is a release of a unique individual. Some individuals were released multiple times in 2018, but each release was for a separate sentence.  

The proportions presented in the above table for Saturday and Sunday are less reliable as they are based on a much smaller numbers of recalls.
We are spending an additional £22million a year on improving housing, healthcare and employment support for prisoners whichever day they are released, while our probation reforms will drive further improvements.

We are also helping vulnerable former prisoners find stable accommodation through a £6m pilot scheme at Leeds, Pentonville and Bristol prisons, as part of the Government’s £100m Rough Sleeping Strategy, which this year saw the first fall in the numbers of people rough sleeping for nine years.

Automatic release points for custodial sentences are set in legislation. Where the release date falls on a weekend or Bank Holiday, the Criminal Justice Act 1961 requires the release date to be brought forward to the first preceding working day, i.e. a Friday. To amend these arrangements, we would need to change primary legislation.
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