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	July 2019


Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 190701032
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  
We would like to request data on the English prison population to be able to calculate cancer incidence in the English prison population for an NIHR funded study “How is cancer care best provided to patients in English prisons? Assessing the disease burden in the prison population, experiences of diagnosis, treatment and support, and of receiving and providing cancer care” (https://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/programmes/hsdr/165253/#/)

We would like to request annual prison population data aggregated over the prisons in England, excluding the immigration removal centres (IRC). To my understanding there are no yearly population data available as such, but that the June population count would be most representative of this. 

We would like to see “annual” prison population data stratified by:

1.
Year (1998 through 2017)

2.
Sex (separate counts for males and females)

3.
Age (18-20, 21-24, 25-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-69, 70-79, 80 years and over)

Please see table below by way of illustration.

In addition, it would be extremely helpful if for each year (1998-2008) the prisons included in the counts could be provided in a separate file, including prison names, organisation code and postcode, so that we can ensure we calculate the correct figures when mapping the data to cancer patients identified in the cancer registry.

Year
Sex
Age
Population

1998
Males
18-20


,,
,,
21-24


,,
,,
25-29


,,
,,
30-39


,,
,,
40-49


,,
,,
50-59


,,
,,
60-69


,,
,,
70-79


,,
,,
80+


,,
Females
18-20


,,
,,
21-24


,,
,,
25-29


,,
,,
30-39


,,
,,
40-49


,,
,,
50-59


,,
,,
60-69


,,
,,
70-79


,,
,,
80+


1999
Males
18-20


,,
,,
21-24


,,
,,
25-29


,,
,,
30-39


,,
,,
40-49


,,
,,
50-59


,,
,,
60-69


,,
,,
70-79


,,
,,
80+


,,
Females
18-20


,,
,,
21-24


,,
,,
25-29


,,
,,
30-39


,,
,,
40-49


,,
,,
50-59


,,
,,
60-69


,,
,,
70-79


,,
,,
80+


etc.




Please do not hesitate to contact me if further clarification is required.
Your request has been handled under the FOIA.
I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested and I have provided it in the attached Table 1, which shows the prison population for those in prisons located in England (excluding Immigration Removal Centres), by sex and age group; June 1998 to 2017.
In relation to the names and post codes of the prisons included in the table, please see the HMPPS Prison Finder:  http://www.justice.gov.uk/contacts/prison-finder 

This tool includes the option to filter by region, so the prisons in England together with their post codes can be ascertained directly from it. 
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