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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 190701010
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  
Sorry for not being clearer with my original request. I can see how the ambiguity causes difficulty.

As background, I am trying to ascertain whether the HDC early release scheme is working, particularly for shorter sentences. The Government published statistics seem to indicate that around 20% of those males sentenced to a custodial sentence of six months or less and who are eligible for HDC actually achieve early release. My personal experience of the process within HMP Bedford is that they don't prioritise the HDC process, as the Offender Management Unit isn't fit for purpose, but I need the evidence to back up me belief.

So, what I would like to know is:-

What are the statistics for early release under HDC for HMP Bedford for those people given a 3 month custodial sentence? Also, for those given a 3 - 6 month custodial sentence? If the three month custodial sentence data isn't available separately, then just the 6 months or less data will be fine.

The most recent time period would be most useful. If that is for the 2018 year, that would be fine. A quarterly breakdown would also be great, if that's available.

Which is a refinement of your earlier request dealt with under ref. 190614014, which I have reproduced below:
Can you please tell me whether there any statistics regarding the HDC releases for HMP Bedford?

I am particularly interested in the HDC statistics for prisoners sentenced to three months custody.
Your request has been handled under the FOIA.
I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested and I have provided it in the attached Table 1 which shows HDC releases from HMP Bedford during 2018 (latest currently available), by sentence length band.
HDC allows suitable, risk assessed, prisoners to work towards rehabilitation in the community, while remaining subject to strict monitoring and other conditions. It allows reintegration back into the community in a controlled and supervised way, which research suggests may help to reduce the risk of further offending.
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