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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 190520019
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  
I am writing from Switchback, we are a charity supporting 18-30 year-olds in prison and after release. 

I am trying to find statistics on the number of people aged 18-30 being released from prison to London each year. This would be extremely helpful in understanding our potential ‘pool’ of young men eligible for the Switchback programme, and what proportion we are currently reaching. 

Could you please advise if this information is available (with the age breakdown)? Would I need to look at releases from London resettlement prisons? Or would looking at London CRC/NPS caseload numbers provide a better insight? Or perhaps there is another dataset I am not aware of.
Your email has been handled as a request under FOIA. 
I can confirm MoJ holds the information you requested for 18-30 year old offenders released into London. This has been defined as the number of offenders released to probation supervision in either London NPS or London CRC. 
I have provided the information for those in this age group at the time of release broken down by gender, between 2016 to 2018, in the table below.

People aged 18-30 being released from prison to probation supervision in London each year

	 
	Release Year
	 

	Gender
	2016
	2017
	2018
	Total

	Male
	4,245
	4,396
	4,260
	12,901

	Female
	279
	306
	254
	839

	Total
	4,524
	4,702
	4,514
	13,740


Notes:
1. Only the initial release on a given sentence is counted - further releases (e.g. following recall) are not considered.

2. Each instance of initial release is counted separately - if an offender is re-released following re-conviction on a separate event in the period, that will be counted as a new initial release.

3. Release on Temporary Licence (RoTL) is not considered
4. Some prisoners released to probation supervision in London may have been held in non-London prisons.
5. Offenders released from a custodial sentence of One Day are not subject to probation supervision, and are not included in this dataset
6. A minority of offenders do not have a reportable age - some of these cases will fall into the 18-30 age group.
Public protection is a priority for MoJ. As such all offenders must meet strict criteria and pass a full-risk assessment before being considered for release. 
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