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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 190423005
Thank you for your request in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  

In a previous FoI response to me [Ref: FOI: 180430012] (copy attached) you provided answers to a number of questions about people who had been given a second life sentence. Could you now supply me with a similar response but to the following questions.

1.            In the year to September 2018 please state how many people were given a life sentence, and of these how many had been sentenced to a life sentence in the past.

2.            In the year to September 2018 for all of those people given a second life sentence please provide a table showing the offence for which each of them were given their most recent life sentence and the offence for which they were given a life sentence in the past.
Your request has been handled under the FOIA.

I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have requested and I have provided it in the excel spreadsheet in the attached annex.
Life sentence is mandatory for murder and discretionary life sentences are available to judges for other very serious offences. This Government has introduced an automatic life sentence for a second very serious violent or sexual offence. 
Under a life sentence, the court determines the minimum period to be served in prison for the purposes of punishment and deterrence.  Once that period has been served it is for the Parole Board to determine if and when the offender may be released from prison on life licence and subject to recall for the rest of their life.

The number of offenders who receive a second life sentence is small. A number of life sentence prisoners commit offences in prison which result in a second life sentence. Some life sentence prisoners can also receive a second life sentence on conviction for offences committed prior to being imprisoned (e.g. a previous murder or rape). 

Under this government the most serious offenders are more likely to go to prison and for longer, helping to keep communities safe. Sentencing decisions are a matter for the independent judiciary based on the full facts of a case.
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