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About thisdocument

This document should be read in conjunction with the published Reports faCmylito Kingswear
Stretch andhe Habitats Regulations Assessmé@dRA)

The Coastal Access Reports contain a full description of the access proposals, includadjtemal
mitigation measures that have been includede3@éReporscan be viewedhere:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/englandoastpath-from-cremyltto-kingsweafcomment
on-proposals

AHRA is required for European sit&P@, SAC and Ramsiaes). The HRAs published alongde the
Coastal Access Reports.

This document, the Nature Conservation Assessment (MG¥9rs all other aspec{including SSSIs, MCZs
and undesignatethut locally importantites and featuresn so far as any HRA does not already address
the issue forthe sites andfeature(s) in question

The NCA is arranged site by sktaps 1-9 on page16-54 showdesignated sites along this stretch of coast.

See Annex 1 for an index to designated sites and features for this stretch of ioohslingfeaturesthat
have been considered withenyHRA.
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Assessmenbf coastal access proposals on:

Western King SSSI

Is this site also part of a European site? No

Current situation

The route of the proposed trairoadlyfollows the existing South West Coast Path around the $8Slis a
small 1.833h&SSh Plymouthat Western King Point that consigsiban area of well usedmenity

grassland and scrub at the top of a eldte overlooking Plymouth Sound. The cliffs expose a complex
series of Devonian limestones containing an important fossil fauna. The grassthedaep of the cliff
supports strong colonies of the Fieldylago, a nationally rare plant that is also found in flower beds within
the SSSI, where it is managed by Plymouth City Council.

1. Geological Features This section of cliff exposes a complex series of Devonia
1 EC Marine Devonian limestones, of late Frasnian to eaBgmenniarage, which
comprise the youngest limestones of the Plymouth
Limestone GroupThey also contain an important fauna of
microfossils, known as conodonishich are used to
subdivide the rock sequence and relate it to comparable
sequences elsewher&his was last assessed in 2010 and
F2dzyR 42 06S Ay Wdzy ¥l @2 dzNF

2. Plant Species The site also includes an area of amenity grassland and s
{1 Population of Schedule 8 plant within which colonies of the@ationally rareseaholly plant
Eryngium campestrdield Eryngo Field eyngoEryngium campestreccur. This plant is

affordedspecial protection by its inclusion on Schedule 8
the Wildlife and Countryside Ac1981, which stipulates tha
it is an offence if the plant is picked, uprooted or destroye
¢CKAa FSFEGdz2NB gl a Ay WTl @2
in 2010.
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Risk analysis

1. Geological Features

1 EGC Marine Devonian

None identified as they are rock exposures, landforms or
deposits not susceptible to existing or increased access.
fossil features can be damaged by unmanaged geologicg
specimen collection, however, we do not think this is an
issue at present, or igkely to become a problem as a resu
of our proposal since the foreshore is already accessible
well used.

This feature is therefore not considered sensitive to our
proposals.

2. Plant Species

1 Population of Schedule 8 plant
Eryngium campestré-eld Eryngo

This feature could be vulnerable to being picked or uproog
but these actions are not rightgiven to the public under oy
proposalsAs we are proposing to follow the walked line o
the South West Coast Path and t88Sk already a well
usedpublically accessible amenity area, it is not thought g
proposals will cause any change to access levels and
patterns at this site, so this feature is nminsidered
sensitive to our proposals.

Establishment works

Is SSSI assent needed to implement sracific proposals for establishment works? No
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Plymouth Sound Shores and CIisSSI

Is this site also part of a European si¥ss

Note that notified features of the SSSI that are also qualifying features of the European site are omitted
from thisassessment as they are included with the accompanying Habitats Regulation Assessment. The
following SSSI features are also features or sub features of the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC:

1 H1170 Reefs

Current situation

The route of the proposed trail pgeminately follows the existing South West Coast Raittundthe SSSI.
Plymouth Sound is an open bay into which run several estuaries forming a complex ria system. The
coastline of the Sound is steeply sloping and rocky, especially to either side of tiie. 'Beveral major
ecological zones have been identified for the Sound and its tributaries. This SSSI encompasses examples
from the open coast and sheltered bay parts of the system (sections of the inner zones are represented in
other SSSiIs), and includdwre communities with a southwestern influence.

1. Geological Features Coastal rock exposures or landforms important for
sedimentology, mineralogy fossils or coastal
geomorphology.

9 EGC- Variscan Structures

2. Intertidal Features The rocky coastline from Mount Batten to Bovisand Bay
1 Exposed rocky shorégredominantly | SUPPOIts diverse communities of intertidal plants and
extremely exposed to wave action) animals. At low tid, sandy areas are exposed between thg
Moderately exposed rocky shores | rocks and these support a characteristic faufie ast

Shores of mixed substrata (stones | conditionassessment wadavourableD
AND sediment)

)l
)l

Risk analysis

1. Geological Features None identified as they are rock exposures, landforms or
deposits not susceptible to existing or increased access.
fossil features can be damaged by unmanaged geologicg
specimen collection, however, we do not think this is an
issue at present, or igkely to become a problem as a resu
of our proposal since the foreshore is already accessible

i EGC Variscan Structures
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well used. This feature is therefore not considered sensit
to our proposals.

2. Intertidal Features

9 Exposed rocky shores (predominant
extremelyexposed to wave action)
Moderately exposed rocky shores
Shores of mixed substrata (stones
AND sediment)

1
1

Intertidal plants and animals of rocky coastlines are not
usually sensitive to use of the foreshore for informal
recreation on foot as the places thahabit provide natural
protection. Therefore they are not considered to be
vulnerable to our proposals.

Establishment works

Is SSSI assent needed to implement any specific proposals for establishment works? No
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Wembury Point SSS
Is this site also part of a European site? Yes

Note that notified features of the SSSI that are also qualifying features of the European site are omitted
from this assessment as they are included with the accompanying Habitats Regulation Assessment. The
following SSSI features are also features or sub features of the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC:

1 H1170 Reefs
9 S1441 Shore docRumex rupestris

Current situation

Wembury Point SSSI comprises extensive reefs of interest for their dalgptant andanimal communities
together with coastal sand, shingle and steep slopes ofctiarassland and mixed scrub. It is also of
interest for the diversity of passage and wintering birds it suppantsfar nesting species associated with
the scrub. The extesive weedcovered rocks exposed at low water with patches of sand and shingle
support at least 80 species of resident and migrant waders. Much of the shoreline is backed by low cliffs
and slopes of scrub with associated breeding birds.

The South West CoaBath(SWCPuns along the landward edge of the SSSI on its eastern section as far as
Wembury Point and then on the northern section it runs more often in the middle oS&®8Ulp to Andum

Point This is a popular well used section of the SWiBEre area number ofwell-knownbeaches along

this section of coastuch asat Wembury and somemaller coves, for example around the old boathouse

and lido at Wembury Point itself. There is a large National Trust car park at Wembury Beach that facilitates
much ofthe access in this area.

Much of the eastern section from the River Yealm to Wembury Beach is designated as Open Access land.

1. Woodland Features The woodlands support Aggregations of breeding bil@sl bunting
 W21- Crataegus (Emberiza cirlugind are currently infavourable€xrondition. At Wembury
Point the woodland is well inland of the SWatel the additional
landward coasdl margin

monogyna Hedra helix
scrub
1 W22-Prunus spinosa
Rubus fruticosus scrub
1 W23- Ulexeuropaeus
Rubus fruticosus scrub
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2. Open Coastal Vegetation

1 MC8- Festuca rubra
Armeria maritima
maritime grassland

1 Soft Maritime cliff and
slope

Much of the shoreline is backed by low cliffs and slopes of sc3olft
Maritime Cliff and Slope innit 6, is nowin $Yavourabl€ronditionafter a
Conservation Enhancement Sche(@&ESagreement. It is a private
garden and is not managed through farming.

3. Intertidal Features

1 Littoral Sediment

The rocky coastline at Wembury Point supports diverse communities
intertidal plants and animals. At low tide, sandy areas are exposed
between the rocks and these support a characteristic faine. ast
conditionassessment wagavourable

4. Breedirg Birds

1 Aggregations of breeding
birds- Cirl Bunting,
Emberiza cirlus

Cirl bunting(Emberiza cirluf)reeds in shrubby habitat fairly low to the
ground. YellowhammeE. citrinella LinnetAcanthis cannabina
StonechatSaxicola torquatand White ThroaBylviacommuniscanalso
use the site and it is used as a staging postfigrant birds, especially
warblers. A RSPB Survey in 2016 found this feature to Wefiht @2 dz
condition.

Risk analysis

1. Woodland Features

W?21- Crataegus
monogyna Hedrahelix
scrub

W22- Prunus spinosa
Rubus fruticosuscrub
W23- Ulex europaeus
Rubus fruticosuscrub

Due to the inland location the woodlands will not be affectedhy
accesgproposals

2.0pen Coastal Vegetation

1 MCS8- Festuca rubra
Armeria maritima
maritime grassland

1 Soft Maritime cliff and
slope

Short grassland communities are fairly resilient to trampling so are nc
thought to be sensitive tourrentaccesdevels. Asve are proposing to
follow the walked line of t South West Coast Pa#md the coastal

margin is already well useid,is not thought our proposals will cause ar
change to access levels and patterns at this site so this feature is not
considered sensitive to our proposals.
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3. Intertidal Features

9 Littoral Sediment

The foreshore along this part of the coast is already readily accessibl
the public. No new facilities for visitors or ways for people to get to th
shore are proposed and we chmt expect the established patterns or

levels of recreatinal activities will change significantly. We believe the
proposals are compatible witthe conservation of this feature.

4. Breeding Birds

1 Aggregations of breeding
birds- Cirl Bunting,
Emberiza cirlus

Cirl bunting(Emberiza cirluf)reeds in shrubbyabitat fairly low to the

ground and could be susceptible to increased levels of disturbance b
people and their dogs, with dogs running off leads through vegetatior
we are proposing to follow the walked line of the South West Coast H
and the coasdl margin is already well usétds not thought our
proposals will cause any change to access levels and patterns at this
so this feature is not considered sensitive to our proposals.

Establishment works

Is SSSI assent needed to implement any fipgmioposals for establishment works? No
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Yealm Estuary SSSI
Is this site also part of a European site? Yes

Note that notified features of the SSSI that are also qualifying features of the European site are omitted
from this assessment as they aneluded with the accompanying Habitats Regulation Assessment. The
following SSSI features are also features or sub features of the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC:

9 H1130 Estuaries

1 H1170 Reefs
Current situation

Theordinaryroute of the proposed trail fitows the existing South West Coast Paitdna small ferry which
takes walkers across the mouth of the Yealm. This is a seasonal ferry service running a few hours a day.
Outside of these timean alternative routas proposedhat makes usef existing public highwaysghts of
wayand a permissiveoute. This includeparts of the Plym to Erme Trail, and would extend to Wapplewell,
Brixton and Yealmpton which are the first public foot crossings over the River Yealm and its tribUitegies.
alternative route does not have any associated coastal margin.

1. Intertidal Habitat The River Yealm flows through southern Devon a
{ Littoral rock and inshore sublittoral rock | €nters the sea at Wembury Bay. Itis an example
9 Littoral sediment ‘ria’ (drowned river valley) that shows a transition {
f  Exposed rocky shores (predominantly estuarine conditions in its upper reaches.
extremely exposed to wave action) The littoral sediment (mudflat) and saltmarsh is
1 Moderately.exposed rocky shores assessed ak Yavowrabl®d O2 YV RAGAZ2Y
1 Shoresf mixed substrata (stoneand
sediment)

1 Moderately exposed sandy shores (with

polychaetes and bivalves)

Muddy gravel shores

Sheltered muddy shores (including estuari

muds)

1 Sheltered rocky shores (predominately
sheltered to very sheltered from wave
action)

=a =
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Risk analysis

1
1
T

= =4

= =4

1. Intertidal Habitat

Littoral rock and inshore sublittoral rock
Littoral sediment

Exposed rocky shores (predominantly
extremely exposed to wavaction)
Moderately exposed rocky shores
Shores of mixed substrata (stones AND
sediment)

Moderately exposed sandy shores (with
polychaetes and bivalves)

Muddy gravel shores

Sheltered muddy shores (including estuari
muds)

Sheltered rocky shorgpredominately
sheltered to very sheltered from wave
action)

AlthoughMudflats (littoral sediment) anthe other
intertidal habitats arenot sensitive to being walked
on occasionallyan increase in access onto the
foreshore could lead to an increase in physical
pressures such as abrasion, surface substrate
disturbance, penetration below the surface of the
seabed, removal of target and ndarget species.
Howeverthe foreshore alongttis part of the coast ig
already readily accessible to the public. No new
facilities for visitors or ways for people to get to th
shore are proposed and we chmt expect the
established patterns or levels of recreational
activities will change significdgt We believe the
proposals are compatible witthe conservation of
this feature.

Establishment works

Is SSSI assent needed to implement any specific proposals for establishment works? No
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Blackstone Point SSSI

Is this site also part of a European si¥ss

ThisSSSsite is notified because of the occurrence of the internationally rare flowering Ramntex
rupestrisShore dock)This is also qualifying feature of the European sjtglackstone Point SAC

Thespecies is a European coastal endemic th#éireatened throughout its range with its world status
recorded as vulnerabléin assessment of the possible impacts of the access proposals on this feature are
included in the accompanying Habitats Regulations Assessment.
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Erme Estuary SSSI
Is this site also part of a European si¥ss

Note that there are no notified features of the SSSI that are also qualifying features of the European site
Start Point to Plymouth Sound & Eddystone SAC. The two designated areas overlap at the mouth of the
estuary and the proposed coastal margin does overlap with the SAC as it doest come higher than

mean low water.

Current situation

This small, secluded estuary contains fine examples of estuarine saltmarsh, freshwater and ®#d€lak
woodlandhabitats. In total it is about 5km in length. It supports an important breeding bird community and
provides feeding and roosting grounds for passage and wintering waterfowl.

The route of the proposed trail follows the existing South West Coast Path thtbed@SSIThe trail
crosses the Erme Estuary about liymthe estuang seeReportCKW5: Mothecombe Beach to the Avon
Estuaryfor details The estuary can only be crossed on foot by fording at lowatidethere is no
alternative route around this esary. Therefore only the southern part of the SSSI falls withirctieestal
margin and thee proposals.

1. Intertidal Habitats The mouth of the estuary sharacterised bgxtensive
1 Littoral sediment sandflats locally colonised by seaweeds, then upstre
1 Moderately exposed sandy shores (with | mudflats predominateThe littoral sediment (mudflat)

polychaetes and bivalves) is assessed ds yavowrabld) O2 Y RAGAZ2Y
2. Saltmarsh Habitats The upstream mudflats support areas of saltmarsh a
 SM6- Spartina anglica saltmarsh at the head of the estuary the saltmarsh grades into
§ SM8- Annual Salicornia saltmarsh succession of wet meadows lying to the side of the
f SM10- Transitional low marsh vegetation| River ErmeThe saltmarsh is assessedra$avourable
with Puccinellia maritima, annual condition

Salicorniasspecies anduaeda maritima

SM14- Atriplex portulacoidesaltmarsh

SM15- Juncus maritimusTriglochin

maritima saltmarsh

1 SM16a Festuca rubra saltmarsh
Puccinellia maritha sub-community

1 SM24- Elytrigia athericasaltmarsh

= =
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3. Woodland

I W10- Quercus robur Pteridium aquilinum
- Rubus fruticosusioodland

1 W16- Quercusspp-Betulaspp-
Deschampsia flexuoseoodland

The oak and hazel woodlands on the slopes on eithe
side of the estuary support a breeding bird assembla
and are currently isfavourable€ondition.

4. Breeding Birds
1 Assemblages of breeding birdslixed

The breeding bird assemblage is found in theodland
upstream of our proposed route across the fording
point. A breeding bird survey was carried out in sprin
2016 by the Natural England Field Unit in order to
assess bird species present in the SSSI, and to idenf
confirmed or probable breeder§hesurvey assessed
the assemblage as in favourable conditidhe Erme
Estuary is just over 5km in length, and 430ha in areal
with a variety of habitats including woodland, parklan
ponds, reedbed, tidal estuary and rocky coast with
coastal scrub. The siteas designated in 1976, and-re
notified in 1986. One of the notified features of the S
is the breeding bird assemblage. The citation states:
Whe site as a whole supports a diverse breedting
community which includeséion Ardea cinerea
KingfisherAlcedo atthisand Qrl buntingEmberiza cirlus
It also provides feeding andosting grounds for
wildfowl and waders on passage and during winter.

The survey found that the habitats in the Erme Estua
SSSI appear generally to béHa&ourablé€xondition,
for example the woodland contains many old trees wj
holes and other veteran features which provide
excellent nesting sites for holeesting species, and
there has been a major programme@éarance of the
non-indigenousnvasiveRhododendromponticumwith
the woodland in Unit 13 being the only unit in
WhfavourableNo dhange€xondition due to
Rhododendron still to be cleare@he river and sea
water appears clean visually. The reedbed north of
Clyng Mill does not appear to be scrubbing up and
supports a number of reed warblers, and the grassla
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in the north of the site in the open parkland supports
moderate range of plant species. While a number of
species which nested in the site in 1986 (the time of
last survey) no longer do so, thiould appear to be
due to factors off site (such is deterioration in habitat
AY YAINI G2NE O0ANRAQ GAYI
factors in the site itself (such as deterioration in
habitat).

The broadleaved woodland on either side of the river
appeaed to support similar species of birds in similar
densities. The coniferous stands in the SSSI support
reduced numbers both in species and totals. Specieg
associated with the conifers included blackcap,
blackbird, robin, goldcrest, wren, woodpigeon, and
possibly siskin near Clyng Mill.

The SSSI still supports a number of species which h:
dramatically declined in the UK over the past decade
notably marsh tit and spotted flycatcher. A number of
species have become less common in the UK than tt
were in1986 yet still occur in the Erme Estuary,
including spotted flycatcher (UK population tres®%
19952014), linnet 25%), kestrel-86%), marsh tit-(
44%), garden warbler31%), mistle thrush-84%),
tawny owl €21%), oystercatcherX9%), linnet5%
(figures from Harrigt al.2016).

Risk analysis

1. Intertidal Habitats

9 Littoral sediment

1 Moderately exposed sandy shores (with
polychaetes and bivalves)

Increase in access onto the foreshore could lead to g
increase in physical pressures suclabisasion, surface
substrate disturbance, penetration below the surface
the seabed, removal of target and noarget species,
however it is not thought access levels will increase
significantly in the coastal margin, therefore these
features are not condered sensitive to our proposals.
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2.Saltmarsh Habitats

9 SM6- Spartina anglica saltmarsh
I SMS8- Annual Salicornia saltmarsh

with Puccinellia maritima, annual
Salicornisspecies an&uaeda maritima
1 SM14- Atriplexportulacoidessaltmarsh
1 SM15- Juncus maritimusTriglochin
maritima saltmarsh
1 SM16a Festuca rubra saltmarsh
Puccinellia maritimaub-community
9 SM24- Elytrigia athericasaltmarsh

1 SM10- Transitional low marsh vegetation

Intertidal plants and animals of rocky coastlines are 1
usually sensitie to use of the foreshore for informal

recreation on foot as the places they inhabit provide
natural protection. Therefore they are not considered
to be vulnerable to our proposals

3. Woodland

- Rubudruticosuswoodland
1 W16- Quercusspp-Betulaspp-
Deschampsia flexuoseoodland

1 W10- Quercus robur Pteridium aquilinum

At the Erme Estuary the woodland is the major
terrestrial habitat and supports >95% of the brémgl
bird assemblage. Thereasrrently noformal public
access to these woodias and the citabn describes
them as secludedlhey are not in close proximity to th
proposed route of the England Coast Path, or its
associated coastal margin as they are to the north ar
upstream of the estuary fording, therefore the
woodland is nosensitive to our proposals

4. Breeding Birds
1 Assemblages of breeding birdslixed

All sites important for this assemblage are not in clog
proximity to the proposed route of the England Coasf
Path, or its associated coastal margin as they are to
north andupstreamof the estuary fording point.
Therefore this group is not sensitiveaar proposals.

Establishment works

Is SSSI assent needed to implement any specific proposals for establishment works? No
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South Milton Ley SSSI

Is this site also partfa European siteRo

Current situation

The route of the proposed trail follows the existing South West Coastfatithe southern end of this

SSSI. For about 70m it will run along the southern boundary of theS8®81 Milton Ley is one of the best
examples of freshwater reedbed in Devon and is of particular importance for its breeding bird community
and for the variety of birds using the site on passagkbut the southern boundary of thB8SSk landward

of the trail and therefore not affectedby our proposals.

1. Wetland Habitats The Ley lies in a shallow coastal river valley separated from the sea
sand bar. The reeslwanp of the lower Ley is dominated by common
reed Phragmites australisvhile further upstream the vegetation
contains a mixture of other tall fen species. The site was found to be
unfavourable recovering condition in 2013.

M Lowland wetland
including basin fen, valle
fen, floodplain fen,
waterfringe fen,
spring/flush fen and
raised bodag.

2.Breeding Birds South Milton Ley supports a diverse community of breeding birds
characteristic bfreshwater reedbed includingded warbler

1 Assemblagesfdreeding
Acrocephalus scirpaceusedge warbletA. schoenobaenwend Cettis

birds- Lowland fen

without open water warbler Cettiacetti.
Risk analysis
1. Wetland Habitats The proposed trail or margiare seawards of this site asde not near

1 Lowland wetland this habitat so theres no effect from our proposals.

including basin fen, valle
fen, floodplain fen,
waterfringe fen,
spring/flush fen and
raised bog lag.
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2.Breeding Birds

1 Assemblages of breedin
birds- Lowland fen
without open water

The proposed trail or margiere seawards of this sites aade not near
this habitat so there is no effect from our proposals.

Establishment works

Is SSSI assent needed to implement any specific proposals for establishment works? No
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Bolt Head to Bolt Tail SSSI

Is this site also part of a European site? Yes

Note that notified features of the SSSI that are also qualifying feabfrdge European site are omitted
from this assessment as they are included with the accompanying Habitats Regulation Assessment. The
following SSSI features are also features or sub features of the South Devon Shore Dock SAC:

1 H1230 Vegetated sea cliffsthie Atlantic and Baltic coasts
9 S1441 Shore docRumex rupestris

Note, this SSSI also overlaps with 8tart Point to Plymouth Sound & Eddystone $AChere are no
gualifying features that are the same as the SSSI features.

Current situation

The routeof the proposed trail follows the existing South West Coast Path through thal868&Its over
7km length It mostly runs along the upper landward edge of the &8&there are a few areas of landward
margin proposedParts of the SSSI in the coastalgiawere previously designated as Open Access land.

This site is characterized by extensive rocky outcrops of schist that support extensive areas of coastal
heath, maritime cliff grassland, coastal scrub and seatiral woodland. Further diversity isquided by

small streams and wet flushes. A wide range of nationally rare and scarce plants, animals and lichens occur.
Breeding Cirl buntings are an additional feature of interest.

1. Open Coastal Vegetation | All units areassessed a$hvourabl€br Wnfavourable recoverin@The

 H7- Calluna vulgarisScilla whole SSSI is owned by the National Trust and is either managed k

vernaheath them or their tenants through grazing and scrub management. For |
9 HardMaritime cliff and of the site grazing ithe main management tool and is currently used
slope great effect to encourage the maritime grassland and scrub mosaic
Changes to the grazing regime could be detrimental to the conditior
the site.
2. Plant Species TheLichen AssemblagendVascular Plant Assemblagee both

 Combinations of species | @5Sessed as yavourable O2yRAGAZY

Lichens
9 Vasclar Plant Assemblagg
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3. Invertebrates

1 Invert. assemblage F111

bare sand & chalk

The invertebrate fauna contains many species limited mainly to
southerlycoastal sites and the invertebrate habitats were found to b
in Yavourable) O 2 ydRrinditheagt survey.

4. Breeding Birds

9 Aggregations of breeding
birds- Cirl bunting
(Emberiza cirlus)

The scrub povides nesting cover for Cinibting Emberiza cirluand
other birds, while Fulmafulmarius glacialiand ShagPhalacocorax
aristotelisbreed on the cliffs and rocké& RSPB survey in 2016 asses
the assemblagé bein Yavourabl€xondition.

Risk analysis

1. Open Coastal Vegetation

9 H7-Calluna vulgarisScilla

vernaheath
1 Hard Maritime cliff
and slope

This feature is found on steep cliffs that are difficult to access other
than via the established coastal path. Werdity Qi S E LIS O i
established pattern of recreational activities along this section of co
will change significantly as a result of the access proposals. We bel
the proposals are compatible withe conservation of this feature.

2. Plant Species

9 Combirations of specieg
Lichens
9 Vascular Plant Assemblag

Rarities in flowering plant favour open habitats that ¢alerate a
degree of tramplinglt is not thoughtlevels or patterns of accesgsll
changesignificantly as a result of our proposals on the trail or in the
proposed coastal margin, therefore these plants ao¢ considered
sensitive to our proposals.

Lichen species favour trees or exposed rock surfaces where they a
unlikely to be trampled,herefore they are not considered to be
vulnerable toour proposals

3. Invertebrates

1 Invert. assemblage F111

bare sand & chalk

The invertebrate assemblage is unlikely to be affected as their habi
on the bare areas of rocky slopes and cliff whidtaisl to get to for the
public. Therefore they are not considered to be vulnerableuo
proposals.

4.Breeding Birds

9 Aggregations of breeding
birds- Cirl bunting
(Emberiza cirlus)

Fulmer and Shag arededing on the cliffs and rocks, the majority of
which are already classified as Open Access Land and not readily
accessd by the publicCirl bunting(Emberiza cirlud)reeds in shrubby
habitat fairly low to the groun@nd could be susceptible to increased
levels of disturbance by people and their dogs, with dogs running of
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leads through vegetatiorAs we are proposing to follow the walked lif
of the South West Coast Path and the majority of the reserve is alrg
dedgnated as Open Access laitds not thought our proposals will
cause any change to access levels and patterns at this site so this
feature is not considered sensitive to our proposals.

Establishment works

Is SSSI assent needed to implement any speciigosals for establishment works? No
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Salcombe to Kingsbridge Estuary SSSI
Is this site also part of a European si¥ss

This SSSI very slightly overlaps with the Start Point to Plymouth Sound & Eddystone SAC at the mouth of the
estuary but there are nqualifying features that are the same as the SSSI features.

Current situation

The route of the proposed trail follows the existing South West Coast Path through th&lg&5Sbposed
trail uses the ferry service between Salcombe and East Portlemiluith of the reserve is upstream of
the ferry servicewith only part of unit 1, and units 2 and 3 being downstream of the ferry service in the
proposed coastal margif@elow the ferry servicehe trail is routedandwardof the SSSIn factasthe
estuaryis notified for itsrich and diverse intertidal and suhial flora and invertebrate faundhe coastal
margin only really overlaps with the SSSI at beafingits 2 and 3and rocky areas ibetween mean high
water and mean low wateMuch of the coastal nrgin on the eastern side of the estuary downstream of
the ferry service is already mapped as Open Access land (down to mean high water).

1. Geological Originally an unglaciated river valley, the Estuary has been partly
1 EC Variscan drownedfollowing the postglacial rise in sea level, and is now a
Structures sheltered marine inlet or ria. The lower estuasypartially separated

from the open sea by a submerged sandbar and is characterised by
rocks and sandy bays, while the upper estuary compriseslynain
intertidal mudflats.

All of these features are coastal rock exposures or landforms impor
for sedimentology, mineralogy fossils or coastal geomorphology.

2. Sdtmarsh Features The saltmarsh occurs at the heads of the tributary creeks so is furth
1 SM1- Zostera up the estuary than our proposalhe saltmarsh is assessed as
communities Yavourablgapart from unit 8 which i&infavourabl@The saltmarsh

 SM10- Transitional habitat is used by a number of bird spedes agan this is
low marsh vegetation| geographically outside the remit of our proposals
with Puccinellia
maritima, annual
Salicornisspecies and
Suaeda maritima

1 SM13a Puccinellia
maritima saltmarsh,
Puccinellia maritima
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dominant sub
community

3. Intertidal Features

9 Littoral rock and
inshore sublittoral
rock
Littoral sediment
Sheltered muddy
shores (including
estuarine muds)
1 Sheltered rocky shore
(predominately
sheltered to very
sheltered from wave
action)

= =4

The littoral sediment (mudflat) is assessedfagourable€apart from
unit 8 which isdnfavourabl®@ ® Ly GKAa dzyAild (K
muddy gravelsThe main reason for unfavourability of this unit is the
seasonahlgal blooms which cover large parts of this unit.

Risk analysis

1. Geological

Y EGC- Variscan
Structures

No risks identified as these featurage rock exposures, landforms or
deposits not susceptible to existing or increased access.

This feature group is therefore not considered sensitiveuo
proposals

2.Sdtmarsh Features

T SM1-Zostera
communities

T SM10- Transitional
low marsh vegetation
with Puccinellia
maritima, annual
Salicornisspecies and
Suaeda maritima

1 SM13a Puccinellia
maritima saltmarsh,
Puccinellia maritima
dominant sub
community

The saltmarsh areas are geopgraphicailysideour proposalseing
upstream of the ferry service
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3. Intertidal Features

T

= =4

Littoral rock and
inshore sublittoral
rock

Littoral sediment
Sheltered muddy
shores (including
estuarine muds)
Sheltered rocky
shores (predominately
sheltered to very
sheltered from wave
action)

Intertidal plants and animals of rocky coastlines are not usually
sensitive to use of the foreshore for informrakreation on foot as the
places they inhabit provide natural protection.

Mudflats (littoral sediment) are not sensitive to being walked on
occasionallyhowever an increase in access onto the foreshore coul
lead to an increase in physical pressures saghbrasion, surface
substrate disturbance, penetration below the surface of the seabed
removal of target and notarget speciesThe mudflats are locatl
upstream of our proposals.

It is not thought access levels will increase significantly as a kfsolir
proposals in the proposed coastal margiith the trail following the
existing route of the South West Coast path &melbeaches andocky
shores alreadpeingwell accessedherefore these features are not
considered sensitive to our proposals.

Establishment works

Is SSSI assent needed to implement any specific proposals for establishment works? No
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Prawle Point and Start Point SSSI

Is this site also part of a European site? Yes

Note that notified features of the SSSI that are also qualifigagures of the European site are omitted
from this assessment as they are included with the accompanying Habitats Regulation Assessment. The
following SSSI features are also features or sub features of the South Devon Shore Dock SAC:

1 H1230 Vegetated sedifts of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts
9 S1441 Shore docRumex rupestris

Note, this SSSI also overlaps with the Start Point to Plymouth Sound & Eddystone SAC but there are no
gualifying features that are the same as the SSSI features.

Current situation

The route of the proposed trail follows the existing South West Coast Path through thdt$®8érally
runs above the cliffs and maintains good views of the sea. Much of the western partsifdls far as
Prawle Point is already mapped as Open Acleasl as well as a section in the middle of #ite around
Woodcombe Point.

The stretch of coastline which includes Prawle Point and Start Point is of national importance for its
geology, lichens and invertebrates, and supports a good variety of rarerfloyyplants and breeding birds.
The intertidal area is of major biological importance.

1. Geological Features This site occupies a 12km stretchcofastline. Cliffs
 EGC Quaternary of Soutiwest England formed by Devonian schists occur throughout the lengt
1 EC SouthWest England Igneous of the site. There are many rockitcrops, and the cliff

 1S- Quaternary of SoutiWest England | height reacles 90m. Along much of the coast however
these cliffs do not extend down to the present sea leve
resulting in rased beachesAll of these features are
coastal rock exposures or landforms important for
sedimentology, mineralogy fossils or coastal
geomorphology

2. Intertidal Features The intertidal area ia wavecut platform, the base of
q Littoral rock and inshore sublittoral rock which is composed of the same schists which form thg
q Littoral sediment high cliffs. The rocky coastline at Gara Rock supports
diverse communities of intertidal plants and animals. A
low tide, sandy areas are exposed between the rocks
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these support a characteristic faun@helastassessment
found these features to be iavourabl€rondition

3. Plant Species

9 Combinations of speciasLichens
9 Vascular Plant Assemblage

The hard rock outcrops support one of the richest
saxicoloudichen floras to be found anywhere on the
coast of Britain. In generah¢ Lichen Assemblage is
assessed adavourabl€as is the Vascular Plant
Assemblage.

4. Invertebrates

1 Invert. assemblage F1 unshaded early
successional mosaic

1 Invert. assemblagel111 bare sand &
chalk

1 Invert. assemblage F112 open short
sward

This site is nationally important for mining bees and
digger waspsand butterflies and moths are also well
represented.n fact thissection of coast supports the
only UK population ahe naionally rare Skbanded
nomad bee lomada sexfascia)avhere it is restricted to
one knownareaat Prawle Point.

The invertebrate habitats were found to be favourable
conditionduring the last survey.

5. Breeding Birds

1 Aggregations of breeding bird<irl
bunting Emberiza cirlus)
9 Assemblages of breeding bird#ixed

Many birds, notably Cirlunting Emberiza cirlysreed in
the dense scrub, as do Kittiwakessa tridactyland
CormorantPhalacrocorax carbon cliff ledges. RSPB
survey in 201@&ssessedthis feature agavourable.

Risk analysis

1. Geological Features

1 EGC Quaternary of Soutiwest England
1 EC SouthWest England Igneous
IS- Quaternary of SouttwWest England

No risks identified as these features are rock exposurg
landforms or deposits not susceptible to existing or
increased access.

This feature group is therefore not considered sensitiv
to our proposals.

2. Intertidal Features

9 Littoral rock and inshoreublittoral rock
9 Littoral sediment

Intertidal plants and animals of rocky coastlines are ng
usually sensitive to use of the foreshore for informal
recreation on foot as the places they inhabit provide
natural protection.
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Mudflats (littoral sediment) ar@ot sensitive to being
walked on occasionally, however an increase in acces
onto the foreshore could lead to an increase in physica
pressures such as abrasion, surface substrate
disturbance, penetration below the surface of the
seabed, removal of targetnd nontarget species.
However it is not thought access levels will increase
significantly as a result of our proposals in the coastal
margin, therefore these features are not considered
sensitive to our proposals.

3. Plant Species Lichen species on trees or exposed rock surfaces are
 Combinations o§pecies; Lichens unlikely to be susceptible to access, therefore they arg
1 Vascular Plant Assemblage not considered to be vulnerable to our proposals.
Rarities in flowering plant favour open habitats titan
tolerate a degree of tramplindt is not thought access
levels will increase significantly as a result of our
proposals on the trail or in the proposed coastal margi
therefore these plants araeot considered sensitive to ou

proposals.
4. Invertebrates The invertebrate assemblage is unlikely to be affected
{ Invert. assemblage F1 unshaded early their habitat is on the bare areas of rocky slopesl cliff
successional mosaic which is hardor the publicto get to, with the exception
1 Invert. assemblage F111 bare sand & | of the nomad bee. As it is restricted to the one known
chalk area it could be under risk of extinction if its small area

I Invert. assemblage F112 open short | of habitat were lost, due to any works to improve the
sward trail. It is notthought to be vulnerable to access as it is
already using areas close to the wafled South West
Coast Path, and our proposals are to follow the walkec
line of the SWCP here. Therefore the assemblagetis
considered to be vulnerable wur proposalsinless
incorrectestablishment works were undertaken

5. Breeding Birds Kittiwake and Cormorardre breeding on the cliffs and

{1 Aggregations of breeding bird<irl rocks, and these areas amet readily accessed by the

bunting Emberiza cirlus) public.
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9 Assemblages of breeding bird#ixed

Cirl bunting(Emberiza cirlu®)reeds in shrubby habitat
fairly low to the groundand could be susceptible to
increased levels of disturbance by people and their do
with dogs running off leads through vegetation. As w
are proposing to follow the walked line of the South W
Coast Path, it is not thought our proposals will cause g
change to access levels and patterns at this site so thi
feature is not considered sensitive to our proposals.

Establishment works

IsSSSI assent needed to implement any specific proposals for establishment Wesks?

Improvements to existing route sections east of Prawle Point to make the trail more accessible in wet
conditions (route seatins CK\WB-S038 and CKMW:S039) have been consigkd. The original proposal was

to implement drainage to reduce severe pooling along the SWCP at the edge of an arable field. However

these proposals could affect the Nomad bee population and are not being considered in their original
format. Surveying andhonitoring of the area is ongoing by Buglife, amg future proposals to reduce
pooling would require SSSI assent aralild need to belanned, designed and executed extremely

carefully with advice from Buglife.
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HallsandsBeesands SSSI

Is this site also part of a European sité®@

Current situation

The route of the proposed trail follows the existing South West Coastgaatithe SSSI and mostly runs
landward of the SSSI, except for a short section just north of Hallsands.

1. Geologial Features

9 EGC- Variscan Structures
9 IA-Coastal
Geomorphology

Hallsands is an important site for coastal geomorphology. Its
importance arises first from its location at a point where wave energ
focussed at the shoreline by offshore banks, and segoindm the
buried cliff forms which were excavated from beneath a gravel and
shingle beach during storms in 1917. All of the features are coastal
exposures or landforms important for sedimentology, mineralogy fo
or coastal geomorphology.

Riskanalysis

1. Geological Features

I EC- Variscan Structures
9 IA-Coastal
Geomorphology

No risks identified as these features are rock exposures, landforms
deposits not susceptible to existing or increased access.

This feature group is therefore nobnsidered sensitive to our
proposals.

Establishment works

Is SSSI assent needed to implement any specific proposals for establishment works? No
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Slapton Ley SSSI

Is this site also part of a European sité®@

Current situation

A large part of the SlapitoLey SSSI is also a National Nature ResEneeroute of the proposed trail

follows the existing South West Coast Path through the $8&ke was a recent realignment of the road

and South West Coast Path following Storm Emifhe. route runs for the magart on the landward side

of the road running along Slapton Sands, on the seaward side of the coastal lagoon, Slapton Ley. At the
northern end of thesite the proposednew route follows the landward boundary of the S&8til it turns
inlandinto Strete. The majority area of this SSSI is landward of the proposed route of the England Coast
path including Slapton Ley itself.

Slapton Ley is nationally important for its coastal geomorphology (shingle blaeaeh enclosing a
freshwatercoastal lagooj) open water, vegetated shingle, rebed, all-herbfen and fen woodland plant
communities, an assemblage of breeding birds of lowlapen waters and their margins, a breeding
LJ2 Lddzf F GA 2y 2 7F G CBttiadkttim@nbreefitgipdssage ig, wiNtdrihgdidrrBotaurus
stellaris a vascular plarassemblage, and a lichen assemblage.

1. Geological Features Slapton is an important site for coastal

1 FB- Coastal Geomorphology geomorphology, with its classic shingarrier

1 IA- Coastal Geomorphology beach enclosing a lagoon, Slapton Ley. To the no
the bar is backed by an-filled former arm of the
lagoon and by cliffs of Lower Devonian slates and
grits. The bar is continuingg2 WNR f f Q f
responsetosed SPSt NARASTF I IYER
shingle in the lagoon show how this happeA#.of
the features are coastal rock exposures or landfor
important for sedimentology, mineralogy fossils or
coastal geomorphology.

2.Woodland and Scrub There are areas of fewoodland associated with the
 W1- Salix cinereaGalium palustre Lower ley andwet woodland associated with the
woodland Upper and Lower Ley wetland areas but these arg
f  WS5- Alnus glutinosa Carex paniculata | inland of the proposed route and coastal margin.
woodland
1 W6 - Alnus glutinosa Urtica dioica
woodland
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W22- Prunus spinosaRubus fruticosus
scrub
W23- Ulex europaeusRubus fruticosus
scrub

3. Wetland Features

The freshwater coastal lagoon is tla@gest natural
eutrophic lake in soutlwestEngland and supports
an aquatic plant flora characteristic of this habitat
type. Largeareas of open freshwater are uncommg
in Devon and the aquatic plants of thelsabitats are
consequently rare. The Lower Lisypredominantly
shallow open watewith associated areas of reed
bed, @ll-herb fen and fen woodlandhese areas arg
all inland of the proposed route and coastal margi

1 Lowland wetland including basin fen,
valley fen, floodplain fen, waterfringe
fen, spring/flush fen ath raised bog lag

1 S4- Phragmites australiswamp and
reed-beds

1 S14- Sparganium erecturawamp

1 S22- Glyceria fluitansvater-margin
vegetation

1 S26- Phragmites australisUrtica dioica
tall-herb fen

1 Standing Waters

4. Intertidal Featuresand Open Coastal
Vegetation

9 Coastal vegetated shingle (SB)L

1 SD4 Elymus farctussp.Boreali
atlanticusforedune community

1 MC11- Festuca rubraDaucus carota
ssp.gummifermaritime grassland

1 Hard Maritime cliff and slope

The individual pebbles that make up the shingle b
are of relatively small size compartdother shingle
beaches. This creates better conditions for
colonization by plants and has resulted in a large
proportion of the shingle bar supporting stabilized
vegetation of grassland and scrulhese pioneer
species can survive in very dry salty ¢angly
shifting shingle Good eamples of this habitat are
uncommon which makeSlapton Ley aimportant
site for this feature.

5. Plant Species

T
T

1

Combinations of speciegsLichens
Population of Schedule 8 plant
Corrigiola litoralisStrapwort
VasculalPlant Assemblage

The lichen flora at Slapton Ley has been well stud
and supports a large number of species within a
relatively small area, with the best examples foun(
along the margins of the Upper and Lower Ley.
These are therefore found inland of tipeoposed
route and coastal margin.

During summer, lower water levels expose areas
mud along the shoref Slapton Leywhichsupport
the small annual plant strapwo@orrigiola litoralis
the only site of thispecies occurrence in the Unite
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Kingdomwhich is therefore critically endangered.
This is foundogether with other mud colonisers,
including shoreweedlittorella uniflora These are
therefore also found inland of the proposed route
and coastal margin.

6. Breeding Birds

1 Aggregations of breedingjrds- Cetti's
warbler Cettia cetti)

1 Aggregations of breeding bird€irl
bunting Emberiza cirlus)

1 Assemblages of breeding birdsowland
open waters and their margins

The mosaic of freshwater habitats supports a
nationally important assemblage bfeedingbirds
but these habitats are all inland of the proposed
route and coastal margin.

7.Non Breeding Birds

1 Aggregations of nobreeding birds
Bittern Botaurus stellaris)

1 Aggregations of nobreeding birds
Reed warblerAcrocephalus scirpaceus)

1 Aggregations of nobreeding birds
Sand martinRiparia riparia)

1 Aggregations of notireeding birds
Swallow Hirundo rustica)

The reedbeds fringing the Ley are important for
migrant and wintering birdgarticularly inautumn
and then winter when thewre regularly used by
bittern. Howeverthese habitats are all inland of the
proposed route and coastal margin.

Risk analysis

The proposed alignment for the Coast Path along this section of coast follows that of the existing South

West Coast Path National Trail. This is the proposal that is assessed in the following table. Further
assessment will be made in the event of futurastl change, including should rblck of the trail be

invoked.

1. Geological Features

1 FB- Coastal Geomorphology
1 IA- Coastal Geomorphology

No risks identified as these features are rock
exposures, landforms or deposits not susceptible
existing ormcreased access.

This feature group is therefore not considered
sensitive to our proposals.
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2.Woodland and Scrub As these areas are landward of the coastal margir

 W1- Salix cinereaGalium palustre there willbe no effect from our proposals.

woodland

1 WS5- Alnus glutinosa Carex paniculata
woodland

1 W6 - Alnus glutinosa Urtica dioica
woodland

1  W22-Prunus spinosaRubus fruticosus
scrub

T W23-Ulex europaeusRubus fruticosus
scrub

3. Wetland Features As these areas are landward of the coastal margif

1 Lowland wetland including basin fen, there will no effect from our proposals.

valleyfen, floodplain fen, waterfringe
fen, spring/flush fen and raised bog lag

1 S4-Phragmites australiswamp and
reed-beds

1 S14- Sparganium erecturawamp

1 S22- Glyceria fluitansvater-margin
vegetation

1 S26- Phragmites australisUrtica dioica
tall-herb fen

I Standing Waters

4. Intertidal Features and Open Coastal Vegetated shingle is particularly sensitive to
Vegetation trampling so here is a concern that the important
1 Coastal vegetated shingle (SBL shingle vegetation could suffer a detrental effect
1 SD4 Elymus farctussp.Boreali from trampling if access levels were to increase
atlanticusforedune community significantly

' MC11- Festuca rubraDaucus carota | Currently the SWCP follows a wedfined and well
ssp.gummifermaritime grassland surfaced path on the ground that people stick too.
T Hard Maritime cliff and slope Our proposals are to follow this walkfined path
and we do not expect aess levels to increase on
this path or in the proposed coastal margin as a
result of our proposals.
However this section of road and patbuld be
susceptible to a further breaadh the future possibly
resulting in the temporary or permanent closure of
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the road and trail As noted above a future
assessment would be made at that point.
Intertidal plants and animals of rocky coastlines at
not usually sensitive to use of the foreshore for
informal recreation on foot as the places they
inhabit provide natural protection.

5. Plant Species

1
T

T

Combinations of speciegsLichens
Population of Swedule 8 plant
Corrigiola litoralisStrapwort
Vascular Plant Assemblage

The lichen communities are found landward of the
coastal margin therefore there will be no effect fro
our proposals.

StrapwortK & 0SSy Ay RSOf Ay
now onlyfound at this site, the reason for the
decline is thought to be the loss of suitable open
shoreline habitat due to successional changes in
vegetation It is not thought access levels will
increase significantly as a result of our proposals
the trail orin the proposed coastal margin, therefo
these plants ar@ot considered sensitive to our
proposals.

6. Breeding Birds

1

T

1

Aggregations of breeding bird€etti's
warbler Cettia cetti)

Aggregations of breeding bird<irl
bunting Emberiza cirlus)
Assemblages of breeding birdsowland
open waters and their margins

As these features are found landward of the coast
margin there will no effect from our proposals.

7.Non Breeding Birds

T
T

Aggregations of nobireeding birds
Bittern Botaurusstellaris)

Aggregations of nobireeding birds
Reed warblerAcrocephalus scirpaceus)
Aggregations of notreeding birds
Sand martinRiparia riparia)
Aggregations of nobreeding birds
Swallow Hirundo rustica)

As these features are found landwardtbé coastal
margin there will no effect from our proposals.
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Establishment works

Is SSSI assent needed to implement any specific proposals for establishment works? No
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Assessment of coastal access proposals on:

Erme Estuary MCZ
Current situation

The MCZ sits wholly within the SSSI boundary and encompasses the estuary up to the mean high water
YEN]lZ Fa FEN LA GKS 6SANI 2dzall az2dzik 2F {SljdzSNRa
boundary of the MCZ has been drawn at the estuary mpfrom a point at Battisborough Island to
Fernycombe Point.

The route of the proposed trail follows the existing South West Coast Path along this stretch, and the trail
crosses the Erme Estuary about 1km upstream between route sectionsb€30856 and CKWBS006.
Therefore only the southern part of the MCZ falls within the proposed coastal margin.

1. Broadscale Marine Habitats Intertidal rock can be found at the mouth of the estuary
1 Low energy intertidal rockA1.3) where large expanses of intertidal sediments are reveale)
1 Moderate energy intertidal rockA1.2) low tide at Mothecomle and Wonwell beach. Further up
1 High energy intertidal rocka1.1) the estuary the sediment is predominantly muddy with

1 Intertidal coarse sedimen(A2.1) areas of gravel.

1 Intertidal mixed sedimentéA2.4) The General Management Approach (GMA) for the

1  Sheltered muddy gravels intertidal rock features is to maintain the features in

f  Estuarine rocky habitats favourable condition.

The GMA for the intertidal coarse sediment in the Erme
Estuary MCZ is to recover theature to favourable
condition withagricultural and chemical related pollution
needing to be addressedhe GMA for all the other
intertidal sediment features is to mdiain the features in
favourable condition.

2. Marine Species The tentacled lagocworm (Alkmaria romijnj is a scarce
1 Tentacled lagoomvorm (Alkmaria tiny bristle worm that is less than 5mm long. It lives in a
romijni) muddy tube and can be found in sheléd estuaries and
lagoons where there are muddy sediments and brackish
water along the sublittoral fringdt is protected under
Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 ang
also listed as a scarce marine animal. The GMA is to
Maintain thefeature in favourable condition.
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The tentacled lagoo#worm has also been recorded in the
Devon Avon Estuary MCZ above Hexdown, and the Yea
Estuary in Cofflete Creek.

Risk analysis

. Broadscale Marine Habitats

1
1 Low energy intertidal rockAl1.3)
1 Moderate energy intertidal rockA1.2)
9 High energy intertidal roc{A1.1)
1 Intertidal coarse sedimen(A2.1)
1 Intertidal mixed sediment§A2.4)
1 Sheltered muddy gravels
9 Estuarine rocky habitats

Increase in access onto the foreshore may lead to the
F2tft26Ay3 LINBaadzaNBa WI o NI
2y GKS &dzNFIFOS 2F GKS ast
disturbance of the substrate below the surface of the
aSI0SRZ Ay Of dzR A yiidn o sprékd &f A 2
nonrA Y RAISy2dza aLISOASAIT GKS
0KS WNBYADINE ST afLBYOASa Qo
All intertidal features are sensitive to the above pressurg
except for the following: Intertidal coarse sediment is no
sensitive to any bthe above pressures and intertidal
YAESR aSRAYSyid A& y20G asy
GKS &adzoadNIdS 2y (KS adzNH
As we are following the walked line of the South West
Coast Path and the foreshore is already well accessed
this area, it is not thought access levels will increase
significantly as a result of our proposals on the trail or in
the proposed coastal margin, therefore these features a
not considered sensitive to our proposals.

2. Marine Species

1 Tentacledagoonworm (Alkmaria
romijni)

Whilst mainly a subtidal feature it can be found intertida
so there could be an impact pathway, however they are
generally found on mudflats with little public access. It ig
not thought access levels will increase sigaiiity as a
result of our proposals in the proposed coastal margin,
therefore this feature is not considered sensitive to our
proposals.

Page38




Nature Conservation Assessment for Coastal Access
Proposals between Cremyll and Kingswear

Devon Avon EstuarMCZ

Current situation

The Devon Avon Estuary is a smaltyjge (drowned valley) estuary in Stubevon which is predominantly
sandy in its lower reaches. The estuary is a narrow sheltered inlet with-stde@ margins cut into
relativelyweak Devonian slates and griesd the channels are narrow and shallow at low water as the
estuary has been ifilled by an accumlation of sediment The main river channel meanders for seven
kilometres from Aveton Gifford to the sands at the mouth of the estuary at Bighhiyea and Bantham.

The route of the proposed trail predominately follows the existing Bdiest Coast Path along this
stretch, and the intertidal parts of the MCZ fall within the coastal margin.

1. Broadscale Marine Habitats

1 Moderate energy intertidal rockA1.2)
1 Intertidal mud(A2.3)
1 Intertidal sand and muddy sar{é2.2)

Five main depositional environments are found in the
estuary:

1) beach and dune deposits at Bantham Ham and
Cockleridge,

2) an extensive ebitidal delta forming part of the
tombolo (a deposition land form in which an islan
is attached to the mainland by a maw piece of
connecting land) behind Burgh Island,

3) aflood tidal delta with several intertidal shoals in
the outer estuary,

4) a main tidal channel that meanders along the ent
estuary with a tidal weir at Aveton Gifford and sal
marshes in the upper estuy.

5) Semiexposed rock platforms with rich rockpool,
underboulder and overhang communities are foul
on the lower shore at the mouth of the estuary

The General Management Approach (GMA) for all the
intertidal rock features is to maintain the features in
favourable condition.

The GMA for the intertidal sediment features is to mainta
the features in favourable condition

2. Marine Species

1 Tentacled lagooworm (Alkmaria
romijni)

The tentacled lagooworm (Alkmaria romijnj is a scarce
tiny bristle worm that is less than 5mm long. It lives in a
muddy tube and can be found in sheltered estuaries and
lagoons where there are muddy sediments and brackish
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water along the sublittoral fringdt is protected under
Schedule 5 of th Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 and
also listed as a scarce marine animal. The GMA is to
Wiaintain the feature in favourable conditi@This worm
can be found in the brackish waters of the estuary living
sediment along the fringes of the charise

It has been recorded in the Devon Avon Estuary MCZ ab
Hexdown, the Erme Estuary (sgigove and the Yealm
Estuary in Cofflete Creek.

Risk analysis

1. Broadscale Marine Habitats

1 Moderate energy intertidal rock
(A1.2)

1 Intertidal mud(A2.3)

1 Intertidal sand and muddy sar{é2.2)

Increase in access onto the foreshore may lead to the
F2tf26Ay3 LINBaadzaNBa Wi o NI
2y GKS &dzNFIFOS 2F GKS asSt
disturbance of the substrate below the surface of the
d4SIF0SRX AyOfdzZRAY3A I 0NIF aA?2
nonrA Y RAISy2dza aLISOASAIT GKS
0KS WNBYADINGASAT ayLBOASaQd
All intertidal features are sensitive to the above pressuré
except for the following: Intertidal @rse sediment is not
sensitive to any of the above pressures and intertidal
YAESR &SRAYSyYy(d A& yz2i &Sy
GKS adzoaidN)} GS 2y GKS adzNKH
As we are following the walked line of the South West
Coast Path and the foreshore is already well accessed
this areajt is not thought access levels will increase
significantly as a result of our proposals on the trail or in
the proposed coastal margi therefore these features are
not consideed sensitive to our proposals.

2. Marine Species

1 Tentacled lagoomworm (Alkmaria
romijni)

Whilst mainly a subtidal feature it can be found intertida
so there could be an impact pathway, however they are
generally found on mudflats with little public access. It is
not thought access levels will increase significantly as al
result of our proposals in the coastal margin, therefore t
feature is not considered sensitive to our proposals.
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Skerries Bank andu®rounds MCZ

Current situation

The Skerries Bank and Surrounds N&Caninshore site located on the South Devon coast. It runs along
the coast from Leek Cove at Limebury Point to Torcross, and extends from the coastline out to depths
of approximately 70 ratres. Itis an area that supports a highly diverse range of species that live on the

seabed or in the water column and is also known to be an important breeding area for flat fish.

The route of the proposed trail predominately follows the existing Soutist®oast Path along this
stretch, and the intertidal parts of the MCZ fall within the coastal margin.

)l

= =4 —a A -2

= =

1. Broadscale Marine Habitats

Moderate energy infralittoral rock
(A3.2)

Moderate energy circalittoral rock
(A4.2)

Moderate energy intertidal rock
(A1.2)

High energy infralittoral rockA3.1)
High energy intertidal roc{A1.1)
Intertidal coarse sedimer(A2.1)
Intertidal mixed sediment§A2.4)
Intertidal sand and muddy sand
(A2.2)

Subtidal coarse sedime(#\5.1)
Subtidal sandA5.2)

Subtidal mudqA5.3)

Thelow energy intertidal rock can be found within the
estuaries along this section of coast. Moderate energy
intertidal, infralittoral and circalittoral rock and high energ
intertidal and infralittoral rock tend to be found at the
mouths of the estuaries anon the open coast in areas of
wave action and strong currentand form reefs which
extend offshore. The intertidal sediments can be found
within the estuaries as well as in coves and bays along t
open coast. The subtidal coarse sediment and subtidal s
are features of the Skerries Bank and Surrounds MCZ ar
are primarily found within Start Bay and the southern
section of the siteSkerries Bank, a large permanently
submerged sandbank, is located within Start Bay.

The General Management Approach (GNbX)all the
intertidal rock features within Skerries Bank and Surroun
MCZ is to maintain the features in favourable condition.
The GMA for the intertidal sediment features is to mainta
the features in favourable condition.

The GMA for the moderate engy circalittoral rock is to
recover the feature to favourable condition.

The GMA for all the other subtidal rock and sediment
features is to maintain the features in favourable conditio

2. Marine Species

i Pink sedan (Eunicella verruco3a

Pink sedans Eunicella verrucogare slowgrowing soft
corals found on rocky reefs in subtidal areas of strong
currents. The PinkseBl y A& | W{ LIS OAS
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LYLER2NIIF YOSk tNA2NRGE {LISO
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC)2866. It is
also protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act, 1981. Pink stzns have been recorded o
the rocky reefs all along this section of coast. Pinkfaaa
are a designated feature of Skerries Bank and Surround
MCZwhereth®a! A& (2 WalAylal AY
Fl @2dzNF 6t S O2 y Ranisklgoyford in th&
Lyme Bay to Torbay SAC, Start Point to Plymouth Sound
Eddystone SAC, and the Plymouth Sound and Estuaries
where it forms part of the reef features théhese sites are
designated for. An assessment of the reef features in the
sites have not yet been made as they are below Mean L
Water.

3.

Marine Species

1 Spiny lobsterRalinurus elephgs

Spiny lobsters are found near the coast and offshore up 1
70m deep. The number of spiny lobsters caught has beer
falling (in some cases dramatically), the animals that are
caught tend to be smaller, and they seem to have
disappeared entirely from areas of soutfest England in
which they were common during the 1970$§1eTSpiny
lobster is a UK BAP Priority Species and is a species of
principal importance under the Natural Environment and
Rural Communities (NERC) Act, 2006. Spiny lobsters ha
been recorded from just north of Start Point and westwan
along this stretch bcoast. Spiny lobsters are a feature of
the Skerries Bank and Surrounds MCZ where the GMA i
YwSO2@SNI GKSY (G2 FIF @2dzNJ o
found below Mean Low Water.

Risk analysis

1

1.

Broadscale Marine Habitats

Moderate energy infralittoratock
(A3.2)

Moderate energy circalittoral rock
(A4.2)

Moderate energy intertidal rockA1.2)

Increase in access onto the foreshore may lead to the
F2f{f26Ay3 LINBaada2NBEa Wl 6N
2y GKS adaNFIF O0S 2F (G(4KS ast
disturbance of the substrate below the surface of the
a4SF0SRXE AyOfdzZRAYy 3 06N &AA?2
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High energy infralittoral rockA3.1) nonrA Y RAISy2dza aLISOASAIE GKS
High energy intertidal roc{1.1) 0KS WNBYADINGE SAT ayLB0OA SaQd
Intertidal coarse sedimer(\2.1) All intertidal features are sensitive to the @e pressures
Intertidal mixed sedimentgA2.4) except for the following: Intertidal coarse sediment is no
Intertidal sand ananuddy sandA2.2) | sensitive to any of the above pressures and intertidal
Subtidal coarse sedime(i5.1) YAESR &aSRAYSy(d A& yz2i asy
Subtidal sanqA5.2) 0KS &adzoadNIdS 2y (KS adzNH
Subtidal mudAS.3) As we are following twalked line of the South West
Coast Path and the foreshore is already well accessed
inaccessible in this area, it is not thought access levels
increase significantly as a result of our proposals on the
trail or in the proposed coastal margin, tlefore these
features are not considered sensitive to our proposals.

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 4 -4 -4

Marine features that are underwater at all states of the

tide will not be affected by our proposals for coastal acc
as coastal access rights only go as far as Mean Low W&
Highenergy and moderate energy infralittoral rock are n
sensitive to any access activities so are also not consids
sensitive to our proposals.

N

Marine Species No ecological sensitivities have been identified as they
subtidal features and marine features that are underwat
at all states of the tide and will not be affected by our
proposals for coastal access.

=

Pink sedan (Eunicella verruco3a

3. Marine Species No ecological sensitivities have been identified as they {
subtidal features and marine features that are underwat
at all states of the tide and will not be affected by our
proposals for coastal access.

=

Spiny lobsterRalinurus elephgs
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Assessment of coastal access proposals on:

Cirl BuntingEmberiza cirlus

Is this siteor featurealso part of a European sit&/zs

Note that this species is found on SSSis that overlap with European Sites but it is not a European Site

gualifying feature for any of those European Sites so it is further considered in this assessment.

Current situation

Cirl buntingsare discussed here in more detail due to the Cirl Bunting Project in South Devon that has been

working to restore populations in the area covered by this report over the last 30 years.

1. Breeding Birds

9 Aggregations of breeding bird<irl
bunting Emberiza cirlus)

Cirl buntings are a small findike bird closely related to the
yellowhammer. They were once widespread across much
Southern England, but they are now only really found in
South Devon inbetween Plymouth and Exeter. It is tidug
that changes imgriculturalpractices havéeen the major
factor in their decline. The RSPB started the Cirl Bunting
Project in South Devon in 1988 and a 1989 survey found
there were only 118 pairs left in the Ukhostly in Devon. In
2016 there were fand to be over a 1000 UK pairs althoug
the species is still considered vulnerable.
Cirl bunting ardound now across this stretch of South
Devon with the core population in the Salcombe area. Th
are found both on and outside of SSSIs andhatéied
features of four of the SSSihere they have beediscussed
above:

T Wembury Point SSSI

Y Bolt Head to Bolt Tail SSSI

1 Prawle Point and Start Point SSSI

1 Slapton Ley SSSI
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Risk analysis

1. Breeding Birds

Aggregations of breeding bird€irl
bunting (Emberiza cirlus)

The coast path passes through or near a number of coas
sites where the population of Cirl bunting has increaard

it has been found that theuccessful recovery of Cirl buntir
isdown to habitat management anthat they arenot
particularly sensitive to disturbance, i.e. disturbance is ng
thought to be a key limiting factor.

It is known thatQrl bunting are not ground nesting but nes|
in hedgerows and scrub. Their nests tend to be in vegeta
around 40cm to 1m from the grounahich will offer them
some protection from free roaming dog€irl bunting are
known to nest a bit later than other species starting in eaf
May.

WhereCirl buntingsare present we found that generallyeav
are proposing to follow the walked line of theng
establishedSouth West Coast Patand the proposed
coastal margin is either already well used, with large
sections already being designated as open access land,
not particularly accessible, $is not thought our proposals
will cause any change aaess levels and patterns at thesg
sites. CdzZNII KSNX2NB R23a Ydzad o
O2yGNRt Q 2y OPheréfdie-combined Bith &
disturbance not considered to be a limiting facthis
feature is not considered sensitive to our proptss
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Conclusion

We, Natural England, are satisfied that our proposals to improve access to the English coast between
Cremyl to Kingsweaare fully compatible with our duty to further the conservation and enhancement of

the notified features oiVesternKing,Plymouth Sound Shores and Cliffs, Wembury Point, Yealm Estuary,
Blackstone Point, Erme Estuary, South Milton Ley, Bolt Head to Bolt Tail, Salcombe to Kingsbridge Estuary,
Prawle Point and Start Point, Hallsar®Bisesands, Slapton Ley Sites of Sp&wantific Interestconsistent

with the proper exercise of our functiohs

In respect of any duties that may arise under section 125 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009,
Natural England has concluded ferme EstuanDevon Avon Estuagnd Skerres Bank and Surrounds
Marine Conservation Zonethat the access proposal (including any mitigation measures specified) is the
one that, consistently with the proper exercise of its functions under section 296 of the same Act, is least
likely to hinder theachievement of the conservation objectives for the Marine Conservation Zamne
accordingly may proceed.

See also, where relevant, the conclusions of the separate HRA relating to common features.

The conclusions of this assessment have been checked b

Richard Andrews, Coastal Acce|l 17/10/2019 On behalf of the Coastal Access
SeniorAdviser Programme Team

Michaela BarwellArea Team 17/10/2019 Senior Officer with responsibility for
Leader protected sites

b GdzNF £ 9y At yRQa FdzyOlA2ya Ay Of dzR Scéonsaniation andl landsgaPesS R I Sy &
under the NERC Act 2006, any specific statutory duties it may have to deliver specific improvements to public access,
and the accessgelated policies and priorities it periodically agrees with Defra.
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