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AAA Screening

Ultrasound scan in 
the community

Aorta visualised?

Request scan from 
med imaging/
vascular lab?

Refer to Local 
Programme 

Director

No further scans 
required

Small aortic 
aneurysm (3.0-
4.4cm diameter)

Medium aortic 
aneurysm (4.5-
5.4cm diameter)

Large aortic 
aneurysm      cm 

diameter)

Refer to surgeon in 
Vascular Network to 

consider elective repair 
of AAA

Recall for repeat 
scan every 3 

months after the 
initial scan if 

aneurysm is 4.5-
5.4cm

Recall for repeat 
scan every 12 

months after initial 
scan if aneurysm 

is 3.0-4.4cm

Repeat scan?

No aneurysm 
found (aorta 

<3.0cm diameter)

No

No

Abdominal aortic aneurysm screening pathway – failsafe overview

Invitation to men 
in their 65th year

Men to be re-
invited and seen 

within 12 weeks of 
their missed 
appointment

Invite for ongoing ultrasound 
surveillance 

 Failsafe AAA5a
Screen those who accept the 

offer

Failsafe AAA2
Identification of eligible 
population and offer of 

screen

Failsafe AAA3
Follow-up of those who move 

out of the pathway/do not 
complete the pathway

Failsafe AAA4
Screen those who accept the 

offer

Failsafe AAA5b
Follow-up of men whose 
aorta is non-visualised at 

screening

Failsafe AAA11
All screen results 

received and 
recorded

Failsafe AAA12
All screen results 

received and 
recorded

Failsafe AAA13
All screen results 

received and 
recorded

Failsafe AAA15
All men with screen detected 

AAA measuring 3.0-5.4cm enter 
next stage of pathway, including 

nurse appointment

Failsafe AAA18
All men with screen 

detected AAA   5.5cm 
referred to vascular 

services

Failsafe AAA21
All who accept 

referral are 
referred
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