
Chesil and The Fleet SAC and SPA & Chesil Beach and 
Stennis Ledges MCZ 

Description: 

Chesil Beach, stretching from West 
Bay to Portland, is well known for its 
coarse gravel, pebbles and cobbles 
(shingle) and at 29 km long is known 
as one of the best examples of a 
barrier beach in Europe. The Fleet is 
the largest example of a lagoonal 
habitat in England, covering 
approximately 4.95 km², supporting 
the greatest diversity of habitats and 
species of any saline lagoon in the 
UK. Chesil Beach and Stennis Ledges 
Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) 
runs along the length of Chesil Beach 
from Abbotsbury to Weston on the Isle 
of Portland. 

Qualifying Features: 

The site hosts vegetation of drift lines, coastal lagoons, Mediterranean and thermo-
Atlantic halophilous scrubs (Sarcocornetea fruticosi), perennial vegetation of stony 
banks, Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae), high energy 
infralittoral rock, high energy intertidal rock, and intertidal coarse sediment. The site 
also supports breeding little tern (Sternula albifrons) and non-breeding wigeon 
(Mareca penelope), as well as supporting native oyster (Ostrea edulis) and the pink 
sea-fan (Eunicella verrucosa)  

Management: 

None reported. 

Stakeholder Concerns: 

None reported. 

•

Not to be used for navigation.  
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right (2019) 
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Not to be used for navigation.
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right (2019)

Non-licensable activities which occur in and around the 
Chesil and The Fleet SAC and SPA & Chesil Beach and
Stennis Ledges MCZ

MPA boundary

Land based activities

Wildlife watching from the land
Coasteering

Supplementary data

General boating areas (RYA)

! SCUBA diving sites (Seasearch)
Bait collection areas 2016-2018 (IFCA)



                            

Marine Protected Area Designated Features - Marine SAC and Subfeatures and
SPA Supporting Habitats

SAC Complex features (Polygons)

SAC_SFCODE

Estuaries (H1130)

Large shallow inlets and bays (H1160)

Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide (H1140) polygons

SAC_SFCODE

Intertidal coarse sediment (A2.1)

Intertida sand and muddy sand (A2.2)

Intertidal mud (A2.3)

Intertidal mixed sediments (A2.4)

Intertidal seagrass beds (A2.61)

Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time (H1110) polygons

SAC_SFCODE

Subtidal coarse sediment (A5.1)

Subtidal sand (A5.2)

Subtidal mud (A5.3)

Subtidal mixed sediment (A5.4)

Maerl beds (A5.51)

Subtidal seagrass beds (A5.53)

Reefs (H1170) points

SAC_SFCODE

") Intertidal rock (A1)

"S Intertidal biogenic reefs: (Sabellaria alveolata) (A2.71)

"S Intertidal biogenic reefs: mussel beds (SF_SH_5)

") Infralittoral rock (A3)

") Circalittoral rock (A4)

"S Subtidal biogenic reefs: (Sabellaria spp.) (A5.61)

"S Subtidal biogenic reefs: mussel beds (SF_SH_6)

Reefs (H1170) polygons

SAC_SFCODE

Intertidal rock (A1)

Intertidal biogenic reefs: (Sabellaria alveolata) (A2.71)

Intertidal biogenic reefs: mussel beds (SF_SH_5)

Infralittoral rock (A3)

Circalittoral rock (A4)

Subtidal biogenic reefs: (Sabellaria spp.) (A5.61)

Subtidal biogenic reefs: mussel beds (SF_SH_6)

SAC_SFCODE

") Sea Caves (H8330)

SAC_SFCODE

Saltmarsh (A2.5)




