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Table 2a: Summary Comparison of 2018-19 with 2017-18

2018-19 Totals 78,774 82,751 £2,162,543,754 £27,453 £26,133 £3,404,055,441 £43,213 £41,136

Comparison with 2017-18
1

2017-18 Totals (Published October 2018) 77,865 84,710 £2,045,831,827 £26,274 £24,151 £3,180,266,865 £40,843 £37,543

Change (in nominal terms) 909 -1,959 £116,711,927 £1,179 £1,982 £223,788,576 £2,370 £3,593

4.5% 8.2% 5.8% 9.6%

Restated 2017-18 expenditure
2

(adjusted by GDP deflator
2
 to give real terms change)

Change (in real terms)
2 909 -1,959 £77,917,024 £681 £1,524 £163,481,495 £1,595 £2,881

Real terms percentage increase in 2017-18 1.2% -2.3% 3.7% 2.5% 6.2% 5.0% 3.8% 7.5%

Source: Ministry of Justice

The purpose of this table is to show the real movement in unit costs between 2017-18 and 2018-19 after allowing for the effects of changes in inflation.

Notes to Table 2a:

1.   The table provides a comparison between the 2018-19 and the 2017-18 figures in nominal terms

2.   It then gives an adjustment by the GDP deflator, using figures published by the Office for National Statistics on 30 September 2019 (by a factor of 1.9%), to give changes in real terms between the two years

Averages and Expenditure figures have been rounded to the nearest integer. Totals were formed from unrounded figures and therefore may not equal the sum of the rounded parts.

Table 2b: Comparison of 2018-19 with 2017-18 between Public Sector and Contracted Prisons

Public Sector Prisons

2018-19 Totals 65,003 66,974 £1,684,759,082 £25,918 £25,155 £2,852,467,768 £43,882 £42,591

2017-18 Totals 65,035 69,040 £1,485,326,105 £22,839 £21,514 £2,467,926,949 £37,948 £35,746

-32 -2,066 £199,432,977 £3,079 £3,641 £384,540,819 £5,934 £6,845
0.0% -3.0% 13.4% 13.5% 16.9% 15.6% 15.6% 19.1%

Restated 2017-18 expenditure £1,513,492,195 £23,272 £21,922 £2,514,726,000 £38,667 £36,424

0.0% -3.0% £171,266,887 £2,646 £3,233 £337,741,768 £5,215 £6,167

11.3% 11.4% 14.7% 13.4% 13.5% 16.9%

Certified Normal 

Accommodation

Change (in real terms)

Change (in nominal terms)

Average 

Population

Cost per 

Place

Cost per 

Prisoner

Certified Normal 

Accommodation

£2,084,626,730

Average 

Population

Direct Resource 

Expenditure

Direct Resource 

Expenditure

Cost per 

Place

£26,772

Cost per 

Prisoner

Overall Resource 

Expenditure

Cost per 

Prisoner

£24,609 £3,240,573,946

Overall Resource 

Expenditure

Cost per 

Place

Cost per 

Prisoner

Cost per 

Place

£41,618 £38,255



 

Contracted Prisons (PFI)

2018-19 Totals 8,979 10,207 £388,045,488 £43,219 £38,018 £429,959,265 £47,887 £42,124

2017-18 Totals 8,981 10,258 £368,402,683 £41,021 £35,913 £410,277,723 £45,684 £39,995

-2 -51 £19,642,805 £2,198 £2,105 £19,681,542 £2,203 £2,129
0.0% -0.5% 5.3% 5.4% 5.9% 4.8% 4.8% 5.3%

Restated 2017-18 expenditure £375,388,666 £41,798 £36,595 £418,057,778 £46,549 £40,754

0.0% -0.5% £12,656,822 £1,421 £1,423 £11,901,487 £1,338 £1,370

3.4% 3.4% 3.9% 2.8% 2.9% 3.4%

Contracted Prisons (Operate & Manage)

2018-19 Totals 4,792 5,569 £89,739,184 £18,726 £16,113 £121,628,408 £25,380 £21,839

2017-18 Totals 4,784 5,452 £89,818,199 £18,775 £16,474 £119,483,284 £24,976 £21,915

8 117 -£79,015 -£49 -£361 £2,145,124 £404 -£76
0.2% 2.1% -0.1% -0.3% -2.2% 1.8% 1.6% -0.3%

Restated 2017-18 expenditure £91,521,412 £19,131 £16,787 £121,749,034 £25,449 £22,331

0.2% 2.1% -£1,782,228 -£405 -£674 -£120,626 -£69 -£492

-1.9% -2.1% -4.0% -0.1% -0.3% -2.2%

Total (as per Table 2a)

2018-19 Totals 78,774 82,751 £2,162,543,754 £27,453 £26,133 £3,404,055,441 £43,213 £41,136

2017-18 Totals 77,865 84,710 £2,045,831,827 £26,274 £24,151 £3,180,266,865 £40,843 £37,543

909 -1,959 £116,711,927 £1,179 £1,982 £223,788,576 £2,370 £3,593
1.2% -2.3% 5.7% 4.5% 8.2% 7.0% 5.8% 9.6%

Restated 2017-18 expenditure £2,084,626,730 £26,772 £24,609 £3,240,573,946 £41,618 £38,255

1.2% -2.3% £77,917,024 £681 £1,524 £163,481,495 £1,595 £2,881

3.7% 2.5% 6.2% 5.0% 3.8% 7.5%

Notes to Table 2b: £0 £0

1.   The table provides a breakdown of the changes in nominal terms over the two years between Public Sector and Contracted Prisons.

   It also gives an adjustment by the GDP deflator to give changes in real terms between the two years, using figures published by the  Office for National Statistics on 30 September 2019

2.   The unit costs of public and private prisons are not directly comparable because of different methods of accounting and of scope (e.g. PFI prisons include interest charges and most private prisons 

      include health and education costs).

Averages and Expenditure figures have been rounded to the nearest integer. Totals were formed from unrounded figures and therefore may not equal the sum of the rounded parts.

Change (in real terms)

Change (in nominal terms)

Change (in real terms)

Change (in nominal terms)

Change (in nominal terms)

Change (in real terms)



Explanatory notes 
 
Data in this report are drawn from administrative IT systems. Although care is 
taken when processing and analysing the data, the level of detail collected is 
subject to the inaccuracies inherent in any large-scale recording system. 
 
Contact points for further information 
 
Press enquiries should be directed to the Ministry of Justice press office: 
 

Tel: 0203 334 3555 
Email: press.office@justice.gsi.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Other enquiries about these statistics should be directed to: 
 

Financial Management & Control 
HM Prison & Probation 
Ministry of Justice 
3rd Floor, 10 South Colonnade 
Canary Wharf 
London, E14 4PU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
General information about the official statistics system of the UK is available from 
http://statisticsauthority.gov.uk/about-the-authority/uk-statistical-system 
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