UKCSF/19/05 - DRAFT Minutes of 75th UKCSF meeting, 5 June 2019, BEIS Conference
Centre, London

1.

Welcome by David Phillips (Chair)

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting (see apologies in Annex A).

. Approval of agenda

The draft agenda was approved.

. Approval of draft minutes of the 75" UKCSF meeting (UKCSF/19/03)

The draft minutes of the 75" meeting, held on 30 January 2019 were approved,
following a correction from one member who noted that a concern raised
regarding gaps in EU-EXxit chemicals guidance had not been captured fully in the
minutes. The secretariat would make the necessary amendments before
publishing the approved minutes online.

Update on items of discussion from last meeting

At the previous meeting concerns had been raised that that end-users of
chemicals were not sufficiently represented in the steering group. The Chair
reported the Steering Group’s discussions on this. The steering group recognised
that it could not include representatives of all the varied interests present at the
CSF and therefore did not propose adding more members. Instead, the group
would actively look to consider the interests of all CSF members and consult
them along the way.

The steering group had also discussed the name of the Forum and had
concluded that the name should stay the same.

Defra had reported that the UKCSF sub-group on the chemical-product-waste
interface had not met, but would be meeting soon and that anybody interested in
joining should email Katie.Dick@defra.gov.uk.

. The Chemistry Council, the Resources Council and sector deals

Simon Marsh of the Chemical Industries Association gave a presentation in his
capacity as the Secretariat to the Chemistry Council. The presentation covered
the Council’s new strategy, in particular its contribution to the Sustainable
Development Goals including sustainable chemistry and innovation and its bid to
Government as a precursor to the development of a sector deal (see Annex B).

A question was asked about whether the Council’s strategy dealt with the issue of
climate change to which Simon responded, it did, though he did not have the
information to hand and would circulate a full response after the meeting.

Jacob Hayler of the Environmental Services Association gave a presentation on
the recently formed Resources Council and the development of proposals for a
secondary materials sector deal.

One member noted that there needed to be greater emphasis on cross-sector
functionality within the various sector strategies. Jacob agreed, responding that
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resource efficiency is one of the key cross-cutting themes in the in the UK’s
Industrial Strategy.

Responding to further questions, Jacob:

e Agreed that the National Materials Datahub, being developed by the Office
for National Statistics, was an important project and hoped it would be part of
the secondary materials strategy. One member elaborated on the Datahub,
suggesting that its purpose was to capture the whole chain of materials so
that everyone can identify where resources are. He urged others to get in
touch with the team developing the National Materials Datahub to express
their support.

e Commented on the importance of ensuring toxic chemicals are not found in
recycled material and that such materials are of a high quality and safe.

o Acknowledged that the sector-deal might not happen due to limited
government resources, but said that the Resources Council are looking for
actions that can be undertaken in the absence of a sector deal, and that the
work being done would still be useful.

6. Chemicals in Water — The Water Framework Directive

Defra gave a presentation on the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and what it
meant for chemicals (Annex C).

Responding to a question on the impact of EU-Exit on the UK’s implementation of
the WFD, Defra confirmed that its implementation would continue and the UK
would report on the status of water bodies within the required river basin
management plans and according to the obligatory timelines. Irrespective of EU
Exit, when the European Commission proposes new substances and
environmental quality standards to be added to the WFD’s daughter directive —
the Environmental Quality Standards Directive, Defra would consult on the
proposed substances and undertake impact assessments. It was also mentioned
Defra was working with the UK regulators to develop an early warning system to
identify substances which may be of emerging concern and which may pose risks
to the environment and/or human health.

One member commented that in the past, there had been specific stakeholder
events on this issue and that it would be good to reinstate these. Defra
responded that it would consider this for the future. The same members also
mentioned that in past there had been discussions regarding the possibility of a
more comprehensive monitoring programme. The Environment Agency had been
reviewing their environmental monitoring programmes and were designing a new
strategic monitoring programme which would be smarter and less resource
intensive since field sampling, the most expensive aspect of implementing the
WEFD, would be strategically targeted.

7. 60 Second Pitches
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There were three 60 second pitches:

e Tech UK highlighted that a new call for project proposals for technical
research that will help the UK meet the objectives of the 2013 Waste
Electrical and Electronic Equipment Regulations had recently been launched
by the WEEE Fund. Past projects had included material flow analysis,
protocol refreshments, a study into the presence of POPs and hazardous
chemicals in legacy WEEE plastics and work to explore a new protocol to
better handle lithium ion batteries at the end of life. Prospective applicants
were encouraged to contact the WEEE Fund ahead of the 30 September
deadline. All proposals would be evaluated by a panel of judges drawn from
the WEEE supply chain.

e The Green Alliance informed the meeting that they, alongside the Circular
Economy Task Force, were beginning a project that was looking to make
recommendations about the safe, efficient and sustainable use of plastics.
They were interested in topics including the possibility of rationalising
additives to plastics and in knowing more about the interface of chemicals,
waste and recycling. If anyone had information that they wanted taken into
account or if anyone was interested in being involved in workshops that might
be organised, they were asked to get in touch with Libby Peake
(Ipeake@green-alliance.org.uk).

e Camilla Alexander-White of the RSC informed the group that they frequently
hold events that benefit society, and if there were topics people wanted
covering, they should let the RSC know.

e As it was his last meeting, Camilla also used the opportunity to thank the
Chair on behalf of the steering group and secretariat for his work. The Chair
briefly reflected on his time at the UKCSF and wished the Forum well for the
future.

8. EU Human Biomonitoring

Public Health England (PHE) lead on a European Human Biomonitoring project
(HBM4EU). An introductory presentation was made by Dr Ovnair Sepai (PHE)
on Human biomarkers — and HBM4EU (Annex D). The UKCSF was consulted
about the strategy used to reach a priority list of chemicals, the work programmes
for the priority chemicals and the members were asked to contribute their
knowledge and if possible, data which may be of relevance. An NGO stated that
they as a member of the European level stakeholder forum they have been
consulted previously and stated that they appreciated the open and transparent
nature of the project. Another delegate also stated that they are supportive of the
project.

In response to a question on microplastics, PHE said that they were not being
included in the study as they cannot be found in biological tissue. PHE also
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confirmed that when using pre-existing data, it was checking what quality control
mechanisms had been put in place.

Following the presentation, discussion continued in break-out groups. There were
five chemical groups. Each group was provided with a summary of the policy
issues which are being addressed, the knowledge gaps and a brief outline of
objectives and activities either in progress or proposed in HBM4EU. The
members were asked to feedback key issues in the final plenary session.

Feedback from groups was as follows:

Occupational Exposures: Chromium, Diisocyanatos and emerging
substances

e Exposure to Chromium VI is an occupational issue. There may be data from
industry that could be accessed. Participants agreed that it is important to
have harmonised data analysis as well as sample collection to have data
which is comparable across countries and different industries.

e Members felt there is a need to assess individual exposure when addressing
an occupational setting. For general population exposure there is a need for
a wider context: this will be done through the collection of information via
questionnaires and evaluating confounding factors such as life style habits
and potential exposure to many chemicals not just the chemical in question.

e The need for trend analysis was also mentioned — this will be addressed but
not for all chemicals.

Environmental exposures: Arsenic, Lead, Mercury, Chemical mixtures
(Pesticides)

e There may be a large mercury data base in industry. Access to this will be
explored. The use of mode of action to group pesticides was suggested.

Poly-Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs) and Acrylamide: PAHs, acrylamide
and emerging substances

e PAHSs should be analysed/monitored in a wider frame, not just environmental
and air exposure. Consumer products should be investigated. Tattoo
pigments can also be an exposure route for PAHs. Data regarding lifestyle of
individuals should be collected to detect/explain hotspots. Harmonisation,
Standardized procedures should be put in place. A long term trends
programme needs to continue for 10/20 years.

Flame Retardants: Per-/poly-fluorinated compounds and emerging
substances
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e Concerns were raised on Decabromodiphenyl ethane (DBDPE) and other
novel chemicals that are not on the list of chemicals for analysis, despite
being identified by research as suspected Persistent Organic
Pollutants/Persistent Bio-accumulative and Toxics with occupational exposure
for fire fighters. There were questions on why the United Kingdom is not
included in the monitoring network despite potential higher exposure due to
the UK’s more extensive use of fire retardants in furniture. Exposure
monitoring in the UK is being pursued by the project group.

Plasticizers: - Bisphenols and phthalates

¢ Need to ensure substitutes are covered in the work plans as well as following
trends of exposure. The need to establish health-based guidance values was
questioned. Some members expressed their view that if a chemical needs to
be removed from the market — there is no need to establish guidance values

e Other issues raised: An important issue to address is that legislative
restrictions in different geographies may lead to a differential exposure to
specific substances is an important issue to address. Members stated that
chemicals classified as allergens and endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs)
should be considered. Many of the chemicals in the priority lists are potential
EDCs. Biomonitoring for allergens would require measurement of
immunoglobulins and this is beyond the scope of the project but will be
considered in the development of future initiatives.

The members were thanked for their input. Members were encouraged to
complete the individual feedback forms. The comments and discussion will be
fed back to the project team.

9. The Global Chemicals Outlook

Jost Dittkrist of United Nations Environment gave a presentation on the Global
Chemicals Outlook Il (Annex E). He outlined the main findings of the report, that
the 2020 goal would not achieved, that trends are of major concern, notably a
projected doubling in world chemicals sales by 2030 and told the group that
solutions existed but more ambitious worldwide action by all stakeholders was
urgently required. Business as usual was not an option.

Answering a question on how much we would miss the 2020 target by, Jost
replied that it was impossible to say for certain, and while the 2020 deadline for
achieving the targets had not yet past, it was almost inevitable that it would be
missed by several years or even decades. Asked what the UK could do, Jost
commented that it could reach out and collaborate and help others, for example
raising standards in GHS.


https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28113/GCOII.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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10. Policy and regulation update

There were no questions on the policy update paper (UKCSF/19/04).
11.Next meeting

The Chair thanked everyone for attending. The next meeting would be on 25
September, again at the BEIS Conference Centre.

The chair reminded the group that offers to host meetings would always be much
appreciated.

Annexes *

A Attendance and apologies

B Presentation on the Chemistry Council

C Presentation on the Water Framework Directive
D Presentation on Human Biomonitoring

E Presentation on the Global Chemicals Outlook Il

*For accessibility reasons, Annexes B-E, will not be made available on the UKCSF
website. Copies can be obtained by contacting the secretariat.

Annex A - Attendance and apologies

Camilla  Alexander-White RSC

lan Axford LGC

Susanne Baker TechUK

Tony Bingham AGB Chemical Compliance

David Brown University of Warwick

Tim Burrows Charles River

Michael Cooper CBA

Matt Davies British Plastics Federation

Emma Davies Chemical Watch

Lara Dickins Chemservice

Jost Dittkrist UNEP

Emma Grange Cruelty Free International
Institute of European

Nigel Haigh Environmental Policy

Jacob Hayler ESA

Lisa Hipgrave IFRA UK

Mike Holland

Phil Humpbhries PTJH Consulting

Pat Jennings CIwWwM

Simon Marsh CIA

Kevin Morris ADS

Liz Nicol Wood

Nishma Patel CIA

Libby Peake Green Alliance

Sam Pentony Make UK
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David Phillips
Piat Piatkiewicz
John Reid
Clara Ritch
Andy Roberts
Joanna  Sacks
Gareth Simkins
Wayne  Smith
Steve Stewart
David Taylor
Anna Watson
David Wright

Government Officials
Siobhan

Amutharasan
Caroline Barry
Jack Blandy
Cecile Brich
Ruth Coward
Katie Dick
Stavros Georgiou
Roger Hoare
Simon Johnson
leuan Jones
Tom Kavanagh
Hannah Kunicki
Gin Masiulyte
Patrick McKell
Martin McVay
Steve Morris
Tom Peel
Eloise Proctor
Ovnair Sepai
Anna Slater
Julia Sussams
Vicky Tuck
Dorothy Ubong
Apologies
Steve Fletcher
James Clark
David Bolton
Gene Wilson
Ray Georgeson

Chair

Non-ferrous Alliance
BACS

3M

UKPIA

CLEAPSS

The ENDS Report
BCF

UKCPI

SCI

Chem Trust
UKLA

Defra
DAERA
Defra
Defra
Defra
Defra
HSE
EA
Defra
Defra
Defra
BEIS
Defra
Defra
Welsh Govt
Defra
Defra
Welsh Govt
PHE
Defra
Defra
Defra
PHE

Knowledge Transfer Network
Green Chemistry Network

British Retail Consortium
Environmental Services Association
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