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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 190307008
Thank you for your email of 07 March 2019 in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):  
Please could you point me in the right direction for statistics on female prison officers, also how many of them work in the women’s estate.
Your email has been handled as a request under FOIA. 
I can confirm MoJ holds the information you requested on female prison officers. 

As at 31st December 2018 there were 6,515 female prison officers employed in HM Prison and Probation Service. Of these, 771 works in the women’s estate. These figures are headcount rather than Full Time Equivalent (FTE) and are the subset of HMPPS quarterly workforce statistics broken by gender which we routinely published at the link below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hm-prison-and-probation-service-workforce-quarterly-december-2018
Please note that Prison officers are Band 3-4 Prison Officers (incl specialists), Band 4 Supervising Officers and Band 5 Custodial Managers. 
The women’s estate includes HMP Askham Grange, HMP Downview, HMYOI Drake Hall, HMP East Sutton Park, HMP Eastwood Park, HMP Foston Hall, HMYOI Low Newton, HMP New Hall, HMP Send and HMP Styal.
I should explain that the number of female prison officers is also given in the MoJ’s annual HMPPS Staff Equalities report and the latest was for 31st March 2018 which can be found in the link below. Relevant information for the last two years can be found in Table 1b of the accompanying Excel table.
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hm-prison-and-probation-service-staff-equalities-report-2017-to-2018
