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The BGN/PCGN system for Ossetian is designed for use in romanizing names written in

the Ossetian Cyrillic alphabet. Ossetian is a member of the north-eastern Iranian language group

and has over half a million speakers. It has principally been written in a modified Cyrillic alphabet
though a Roman alphabet was used between 1923 and 1938. The BGN/PCGN Romanization System
is derived from the correspondences between that Roman alphabet and the Cyrillic alphabet used

for Ossetian today, with modifications to suit an English-language user.

Ossetian Ossetian i'ta'\lics/ Oss'etian Romanization
handwriting Unicode

1 Aa Aa 0410; 0430 a

2 Eee A 04D4; 04D5 ®

3 b6 656 0411; 0431 b

4 BB Bs 0412; 0432 Y,

5 rr re 0413; 0433 g

| e | ona Ul
7 nn a0 0414; 0434 d

s | mn | omeo |Smse)
o| e | we |G
10 Ee Ee 0415; 0435 e

11 Eeé Es 0401; 0451 g Note 1
12 Kok Mo 0416; 0436 zh Note1
13 33 33 0417; 0437 z

14 nwn nu 0418; 0438 i

15 ni hi 0419; 0439 v
16 KK KKk 041A; 043A k

L Formerly /h/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
2 Formerly /dZ/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
3 Formerly /j/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet




Ossetian Ossetian i.ta.\|iCS/ Oss_etian Romanization
handwriting Unicode
041A+044A;
17 Kb Kb Ko Kb 043A+044A k'
18 Nn Ja 041B; 043B I
19 M m Mm 041C; 043C m
20 HH HH 041D; 043D n
21 Oo Oo 041E; 043E o
22 Mn nn 041F; 043F p
041F+044A;
23 M b Mb o 043F+044A p’>
24 Pp Pp 0420; 0440 r
25 Cc Cc 0421; 0441 s
26 TT Tm 0422; 0442 t
o IR R
28 Yy Yy 0423; 0443 u, wNote 2
29 (00 %)) 0424; 0444 £
30 XX X x 0425; 0445 kh?
31 Xb Xb Xb Xb %11‘:%33: q
32 [T Uy 0426; 0446 ts®
5| e | me [
34 Yy Yy 0427; 0447 ch®
35 Yb ub Y yp %11771%12/2’ ch’'1t
36 L w W w 0428; 0448 sh Note 1

4 Formerly /kh/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
5 Formerly /ph/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
6 Formerly /th/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
7 Formerly /x/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet

8 Formerly /c/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet

9 Formerly /ch/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
10 Formerly /¢/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
1 Formerly /¢h/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet




Ossetian Ossetian i.talllics/ Oss_etian Romanization
m Unicode
37 Ly 1 wy 0429; 0449 shch Note 1
38 bb bo 042A; 044A # Notes 1&3
39 bl bi bl b 042B; 044B y
40 bb be 042C; 044C 7 Note 1
41 Ek] EE} 042D; 044D g Note 1
42 t0 10 0w 042E; 044E yu Note
43 Aa Aa 042F; 044F ya Note 1
NOTES

The characters &, X, W, W, b, b, 3, t0, A appear only in loan words and their romanizations in the

Ossetian System are therefore as they appear in the BGN/PCGN Romanization System for Russian

Cyrillic.

Y has several different functions:

° In combination with another vowel (either preceding or following) ¥ is a ‘semi-vowel’ and
should be romanized ‘W’ [e.g. 43ay = Dzaw (=Java)]

° Y also serves to labialize the consonants T, b, K, Kb, X and Xb and should also be
romanized ‘w’ after each of these [e.g. lybIpd36l - Gwyrdzy (=Georgia)]

. elsewhere Y should be romanized ‘v’ [e.g. Pecnybnukae - Respublikae (=Republic)].

b should be represented with ”, except as it occurs in the digraph combinations b, Kb, b, Tb, Xb
or yb representing the glottal consonants as shown separately in the table.
An inventory of letter-diacritic combinations, with their Unicode encoding, in addition to the
unmodified letters of the basic Roman script is:

All apostrophes appearing in romanization are U+2019

£ (U+00C6) & (U+00E6)

E (U+00CB) é (U+00EB)

The Roman-script columns show only lowercase forms but, when applying the table, uppercase
and lowercase Roman letters as appropriate should be used.



