fortnightly column in the county
newspaper, the Rutland Times.

What inspired you to become/in-
terested you in becoming a
neighbourhood planning cham-
pion?

Professional support networks are
always a valuable source of help
and advice. When government cre-
ated the role of N Planning Cham-
pion, it seemed an obvious move
for someone like me with a best
practice, training and development
background to get involved and
both learn from, and contribute to,
the collective knowledge and ongo-
ing development of the neighbour-
hood planning movement.

Since you became a neighbour-
hood planning champion, how
have you helped other communi-
ties in their neighbourhood plan-
ning journey?

Because | undertake my work in a
voluntary capacity without charge, |
receive many calls from parishes
seeking support on a wide range of
issues. | have also led number of
village meetings intended to moti-
vate the community to engage with
neighbourhood planning or

persuade the parish council to sup-
port such an initiative. | really enjoy
such debates. | have also contrib-
uted to number of neighbourhood
planning publications and re-
sponded to a range of online que-
ries. Through Uppingham First, |
have organised a number of Local-
ity funded training events for inter-
ested parish councillors.

What sort of advice and support
can you provide to neighbour-
hood planning groups?

As | am not a qualified planner, my
advice tends to concentrate on
community, business and devel-
oper/landowner engagement as
well as exercising the entrepreneur-
ial possibilities created by the legis-
lative phrase ........ “in general
compliance with.....” Many groups
need a little stimulation to explore
the real possibilities!

| have also spent some time advis-
ing on delivery issues to ensure
real outputs from neighbourhood
plans. My own town has a ‘Van-
guard Board’ to monitor and pro-
mote plan delivery. It is attended by
neighbourhood planning group
members, councillors, local

business representatives, schools,
IT companies, housing developers,
community safety and health agen-
cies and CPRE. It's a great model
to move things forward with the
board meeting every six months or
so to appraise progress. The con-
cept is attracting increasing atten-
tion.

Would you recommend becom-
ing a neighbourhood planning
champion?

Absolutely! Helping others is re-
warding and a great way to in-
crease one’s own knowledge and
skills.

And finally, what would you say
have been the greatest benefits
of neighbourhood planning in
your area?

A huge rise in community interest in
planning; greater local control of
planning policy; an anticipated
£200k+ in CIL monies for the town
council (more than twice its annual
budget); a stronger relationship
with the LPA; the homes we actu-
ally want where we want them;
strengthened interest in local gov-
ernance; and a huge amount of
personal satisfaction.

For more information about our champions network, including where they are and how to get in touch with one, please visit the dedicated
web page: https://mycommunity.org.uk/help-centre/championsmap/.

Since the launch of the Discounted Market Homes pro-
grammes in May 2019, 19 grants have been approved and
32 qualified bodies have received Technical Support. We
continue to encourage groups to apply, especially if they
are seeking to allocate sites for affordable housing for sale
or they are at an early stage and considering bringing for-
ward affordable housing for sale and are investigating the
need by undertaking housing needs assessments and
other relevant studies.

Funding packages ranging from £10,000 to £50,000 are
available to neighbourhood planning groups to support
them in identifying suitable sites for affordable homes for
sale and even to grant permission through a neighbour-
hood development order. Extra training and advice is also
available for groups. More information on how to apply and
eligibility is available at https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/
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DESIGN TOOLKIT: Achieving well-designed
places through

Design quality is high on the Government’s
agenda. Minsters are committed to improving the
quality of our built environment, and that we de-
liver better and more homes.

A Design Team led by a Head of Built Environ-
ment and supported by myself, Head of Architec-
ture, was set up in March 2018 and is delivering
an action plan with tangible outcomes to raise
design quality, including conferences on design,
planning policy development, workshops on im-
proving community engagement, direct support
for local planning au-
thorities through the
Planning Delivery
Fund plus lots more.

One of the key ap-
proaches to delivering
better outcomes is to
strengthen the plan-
ning system by plac-
ing quality at its heart.
The NPPF was re-
vised to include a

specific section on quality, Chapter 1‘2 Achlevmg ‘

Well Designed Places and quality is referred to in
other chapters, including health, safety and
movement that lead to improvements in the qual-
ity of life for communities.

We are developing new tools to help deliver not
just more homes but better homes. One of the
team’s first tasks was to comment on the Neigh-
bourhood Planning Design Toolkit that was in
use at the time. It required an overhaul and up-
date to improve the content, case studies and
strengthen its application. A consultancy AECOM
were appointed to write a new Design Toolkit:
Achieving Well-Designed Places through Neigh-
bourhood Planning which has now been
launched. It is a downloadable illustrated docu-
ment that sets out the principles of good design
and the tools available to promote good design in

the planning process for neighbourhood plan
making.

Neighbourhood planning is being applied suc-
cessfully in many places, parishes, villages,
towns and cities, where communities are shaping
plans that are appropriate for their area. Local
people may have a deep appreciation of their
area yet can be unclear about how new develop-
ment can be designed to enhance or harmonise
their neighbourhood.

The aim of the toolkit is to support groups in-
volved in neighbourhood
planning to define and pro-
mote good design locally. It
is intended for use by com-
munity groups and their rep-
resentatives to engage with
and influence the quality of
designs. It explains the im-
portance of quality design in
terms of quality of life, how
the principles can be applied
ey g according to the context and
the tools that can help achieve this. Itis illus-
trated with case studies and provides other
sources of information on design quality.

It is a community oriented, easy to use guide that
is accessible to all.

Our work on design quality is ongoing. We are
currently writing a Design Guide to support Plan-
ning Practice Guidance and the policies related
to quality set out in the NPPF. It sets out 10 char-
acteristics for well designed places and it will be
for local planning authorities to apply these prin-
ciples to their area through local design guidance
to support local plans so that design guidance is
appropriate for their area. We expect to launch
the Design Manual in autumn and when we do
we will promote its use including a feature in this
newsletter.
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It's been a busy time for neighbourhood planning! There have been 839 successful referendums (as of 31 July 2019). This
is a 19% increase since we reached the 750" referendum in February 2019. To highlight some of the latest successes
Wembdon Parish Council and Godalming Town Council were the latest neighbourhood planning groups in July to be
successful at referendum and both groups have since gone on to have their neighbourhood plans adopted. Similarly,
Moulton Parish Council and Standish Voice have recently had their plans made part of the Cheshire West and Chester
Council's development plan, and the development plan for Wigan Council respectively. The groups top priorities:

Wembdon Parish Council Moulton Parish Council

Priorities idfantified in the Neighbour- The neighbourhood development
hood Plan |pclude preserving the al- plan seeks to address building a
lotments, village green, and park- sustainable community, housing
!ands, and p_rotectlng the church3 par- needs, jobs and the local economy,
ish centre, wllgge. hall, pub and village protecting the environment, and im-
shop, preserving important Wembdon proving community services includ-
viewpoints, and promoting the estab- ing Sport and Recreation.

lishment of a doctor’'s surgery in the

village.

Godalming Town Council Standish Voice Neighbourhood Fo-
The neighbourhood plans seeks to ad- rum

dress the housing and social care needs The neighbourhood plan is the first of
of the population, protect the considera- its kind to reach the stage of a refer-
ble heritage of the area as well as devel- endum in Greater Manchester and
oping local business and address road has now been adopted. The group fo-
and transportation issues. cussed on housing allocations, pre-

serving open space, parking and the
development of the village centre.
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Over

339 900,000

Successful Referendums

:

Votes have
been cast

Yes vote
87%

1 6 5 Local Planning Authorities
have at least one Made Plan

-y

Communities
Week, held on
gth _ 14" Sep-
tember 2019, is
an annual op-
portunity to cel-
ebrate and

4 raise  aware-
ness of the hard work people across the country are
doing to improve their communities. The week also
provides an exciting opportunity to show the
breadth of work that MHCLG is doing to support all
communities, raising awareness about the recently
published Communities Framework, alongside
some of MHCLG policies, including work to stimu-
late our high streets, Neighbourhood Planning and
cross departmental work.

Communities Week is being run in partnership with
the Communities Partnership Board, a group of
community-based organisations. One of the

organisations, Locality, is taking the lead in co-ordi-
nating the exciting activities for the week, which will
be themed around the four key pillars set out in the
Communities Framework:

The Communities Framework, published in July,
sets out a vision for strong communities, including
what makes communities strong, why they matter
and celebrating some of the incredible work people
are doing to improve the places where they live.

1. Trust, connectedness and local pride;
2. Active citizenship and local control;
3. Shared community spaces; and,

4. Shared prosperity.

The focus of the week is to socialise and raise
awareness of the framework to civil society organi-
sations and their partners, whilst celebrating all the
work undertaken to support our communities; and
inspire people in communities.
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All Things Neighbourhood Planning @np_things - Aug 5 v
| have updated the Neighbourhood Plan Map and Neighbourhood Plan
Finder to show the 26 NPs which passed referendum in July 2019. #neighbourhoodplanning

neighbourhood-planning.co.uk/2019/06/new-in...

#neighbourhoodplanning

New Interactive Map of Neighbourhood Plans

Image: All Things Neighbourhood Planning's
interactive map ATNP's Interactive Neighbourhood ...
& neighbourhood-planning.co.uk

NPlannersLondon @NPlannersLondon - Jul 24 v
=== Evidence emerging from @ChrisMountainNP research presented at our
workshop that #neighbourhoodplanning forums are reaching less
advantaged areas more than parish and town councils

Neighbourhood Forums Town/Parish Coundl
- W 20% or less (shows an area least

© amount of deprivation)

“ - - 21% to 40%

© a0 = 41% to 60%

0 ™ 61% to 80%

m 81% to 100% (shows an area with

I I the most deprivation)

" — —_—
Neighbourhood planning @Nbrhoodplanning - Jul 5 vood % . NeighbourhoodPlanFan @Neighbo02721596 - Jul 11 v
How to prepare for, and what to expect at, examination (J 3 100% gl

% Lancaster City Council & @LancasterCC - Feb 15

The result of the Lancaster district’s first neighbourhood plan referendum
has been announced, with 100% of voters giving it the thumbs up. All 62
voters, a 60.19% turnout, in the Wennington Parish Council area
supported its neighbourhood plan.

NOW OPEN! The #BrightldeasFund is open for applications until 30
September ow.ly/E1rD30nzub6

w MyCommunity.org.uk @MyCommunityHelp - Aug 6 v

The programme supports new community business ideas through the start-
How to prepare for, and what to expect at, examination - Locality Neigh... up & planning stages with tailored business support, to the implementation
Why do I need to read this guide? This toolkitis aimed at helping stage with grants of up to £15,000.

neighbourhood planning groups ensure they have a smooth and ...
& neighbourhoodplanning.org

Brightldeas 4
Fund nowopen g

y

CCBerks @CCBerkshire - Jul 23 v
Planning for Change through Community Organising. Brand new workshop

ran by @corganisers combining #communityorganising and .
#neighbourhoodplanning skills. Read more here. Business development

ccb2017.wordpress.com/2019/07/23/pla... support and up to £15,000
for your new community

business idea.

Apply by Monday 30

September 2019 \ & | power to
change oL
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The library of online resources continues to grow as we learn more about
neighbourhood planning and respond to suggestions from communities
around the country. The new and recently updated resources are:

Your step by step roadmap guide

Find out about each stage you need to
go through in order to create your
neighbourhood plan. The roadmap de-
scribes the plan making process so that
you can understand each necessary
statutory stage, without getting too
bogged down in legislation.

How to assess and allocate sites for
development

Find out the principles for allocating
sites and the methods that should be
applied in order to make sure the sites
chosen are the most appropriate for the
neighbourhood.

Achieving well-designed places
through neighbourhood planning

This is a new toolkit that replaces our
previous design toolkit. It is more com-
prehensive and sets out a host of help-
ful design tools you can utilise to better
shape design through your neighbour-
hood plan.
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The Neighbourhood Planning team at MHCLG

Helen Keen and Rebecca Miles lead the
team. Stephen Wright, Sujata Talukdar
and Sapphire Malcolm lead on support
programmes and finance; Robert Griffith
and Jen Beresford lead on plan making
policy.

If you wish to get in contact regarding

Departmental issues, please send
MHCLG a message via http://forms.com-
munities.gov.uk/.

Locality continue to provide advice di-
rectly to groups on neighbourhood plan-
ning through their website at https://neigh-
bourhoodplanning.org/.

Would you recommend becom-
ing a neighbourhood planning

champion?

‘Absolutely! Helping others is re-
warding and a great way to in-
crease one’s own knowledge and

skills.’

Ron Simpson, NP Champion
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